
Resolution No. 458        August 18, 2026 
 
Codifying The Policy Of The Ulster County Sheriff’s Office 
Regarding High Speed Pursuits By Law Enforcement As A Model 
For Community Policing In Ulster County And New York State  
 
Referred to: The Law Enforcement and Public Safety Committee (Chairwoman 
Clinton and Legislators Briggs, Hewitt, Levine, Marino, McCollough, and Walls) 
 
Legislator Kathy Nolan offers the following:  
 

WHEREAS, high-speed police pursuits are not only dangerous but can also be 
deadly; and 
 

WHEREAS, statistics reveal that thousands of crashes occur each year as a 
result of high-speed police pursuits, with studies indicating that 20-40% of such chases 
end in crashes, with one out of every three of these cases resulting in injury or death to 
an innocent bystander; and 
 

WHEREAS, catching offenders is important but should not come at the expense 
of innocent lives; and 
 

WHEREAS, New York State Attorney General Letitia James’ 2025 report, 
“Improving Policing and Public Safety: Problems Presented by Police Vehicle 
Pursuits,” concluded that chases for nonviolent offenses endanger everyone (drivers, 
officers, and the public) and called for statewide reform to ban high-speed pursuits 
except in cases of imminent threat or violent felony; and 
 

WHEREAS, cities and states that have restricted or banned high-speed chases 
have seen safer outcomes; and  
 

WHEREAS cities in New York State, including Albany, New York City, and 
Buffalo have adopted such policies; and 
 

WHEREAS, technologies such as license plate readers, dash cameras, body 
cameras, and vehicle tracking systems allow police to identify and safely apprehend 
suspects without resorting to physical pursuit; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Ulster County Sheriff’s Office has adopted Policy and 
Procedure General Order Number 3.06 as an internal standard governing “Emergency 
Vehicle Operation and Pursuits” for all personnel, which cautions that “Members must 
not assume all people who flee from the police and refuse to yield are felons, wanted, 
or otherwise just committed a serious offense”; advises that “The decision to initiate 
pursuit must be based on the pursuing member's conclusion the imminent threat of 
death or grave bodily harm to the member and/or the public created by the pursuit is 
less than the immediate or potential danger to the public, should the suspect remain at 
large”; and prohibits engaging in or continuing a pursuit except in situations where 
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there is “reasonable suspicion to believe the driver or occupant has committed or is 
attempting to commit a crime of violence, or when members can articulate the exigent 
need to apprehend the suspect(s) because of the potential for harm to the public (public 
risk);” and 
 

WHEREAS, the Ulster County Legislature recognizes the benefit of agencies 
and municipalities in Ulster County and across New York State adopting uniform 
pursuit standards; now, therefore be it 

 
  RESOLVED, that the Ulster County Legislature endorses the decision of the 
Ulster County Sheriff’s Office to adopt General Order Number 3.06, and hereby 
codifies such as Policy of Ulster County; and, be it further 
 

RESOLVED, that the Ulster County Legislature encourages all law 
enforcement agencies that operate in Ulster County, including municipal police, the 
New York City Department of Environmental Protection, the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation, and the New York State Police to adopt 
policies consistent with General Order Number 3.06, offer training to all officers on 
alternative apprehension methods, and invest in technology that aids law enforcement 
in tracking suspects without the need for high-risk chases; and, be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature shall send copies of this 

Resolution to New York State Governor Kathy Hochul, United States 
Congressmember Pat Ryan, all Senate and Assembly members whose districts include 
any or all of Ulster County, New York, New York State DEC, New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection, and all police departments located in cities, 
towns, and villages in Ulster County, 
 
and moves its adoption. 

 
ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:                     NOES:              

 
Passed Committee: Law Enforcement and Public Safety on _____________. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  
NONE 


