
Proposed Local Law Number 13 Of 2026  
  

County Of Ulster  
  

A Local Law Opting Ulster County Into The Full Real Property Tax 
Exemption Authorized By Real Property Tax Law § 458-a(11) 
 
BE IT ENACTED, by the County Legislature of the County of Ulster, New York, as 
follows: 
 
 
SECTION 1.  LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT. 
 
The County Legislature finds that Ulster County is deeply indebted to the veterans who 
have served the United States and recognizes the continuing obligation of local government 
to honor veterans whose disabilities were incurred or aggravated as a result of military 
service. 

The County Legislature further finds that Article XI of Chapter 312 of the Code of the 
County of Ulster, entitled “Alternative Veterans Exemption,” presently implements the 
alternative veterans exemption authorized by Real Property Tax Law § 458-a for eligible 
veteran homeowners for purposes of County real property taxation. 

The County Legislature further finds that the New York State Legislature has amended 
Real Property Tax Law § 458-a by adding subdivision eleven, authorizing counties, cities, 
towns, villages, and school districts to adopt a local law or resolution providing that the 
primary residence of any seriously disabled veteran shall be fully exempt from taxation 
and certain special district charges, assessments, and special ad valorem levies, provided 
that the statutory eligibility requirements are met. 

The County Legislature recognizes that seriously disabled veterans, including veterans 
determined by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs to be permanently and 
totally disabled as a result of military service, may face substantial and continuing 
economic, medical, and housing burdens related to their service-connected disabilities. 

The County Legislature further finds that a full County real property tax exemption for 
qualifying seriously disabled veterans advances an important public purpose by reducing 
the cost of remaining in one’s primary residence and by recognizing the extraordinary 
sacrifices made by such veterans and their families. 

The purpose of this Local Law is to opt Ulster County into the exemption authorized by 
Real Property Tax Law § 458-a(11) and to provide a full exemption for qualifying 
residential real property that is the primary residence of a seriously disabled veteran, for 
purposes of County real property taxes and, to the extent levied by or on behalf of the  
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County and authorized by law, County special district charges, assessments, and special ad 
valorem levies. 
 
This Local Law is not intended to require, deem, or imply adoption of the exemption by 
any city, town, village, school district, or non-County special district within Ulster County. 
Any such taxing jurisdiction may adopt the exemption only as separately authorized by 
Real Property Tax Law § 458-a(11). 

Nothing in this Local Law is intended to expand eligibility beyond the eligibility authorized 
by Real Property Tax Law § 458-a(11), reduce the taxable assessed value of any property 
below zero, or require or authorize the discontinuance of any exemption granted pursuant 
to subdivision three of Real Property Tax Law § 458. 
 
 
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 312 OF THE CODE OF THE 
COUNTY OF ULSTER. 
 
Chapter 312 of the Code of the County of Ulster, entitled “Taxation,” Article XI, entitled 
“Alternative Veterans Exemption,” is hereby amended by adding a new § 312-45.1, entitled 
“Full exemption for seriously disabled veterans,” to read as follows: 

§ 312-45.1. Full exemption for seriously disabled veterans. 

A. Pursuant to Real Property Tax Law § 458-a(11), the Municipal Home Rule Law, 
and all other applicable provisions of law, the County of Ulster hereby adopts the full 
real property tax exemption authorized by Real Property Tax Law § 458-a(11) for 
qualifying residential real property located within the County of Ulster. 

B. All terms defined in Real Property Tax Law § 458-a shall have the same meanings 
for purposes of this section as set forth in Real Property Tax Law § 458-a, as 
amended. As used in this section, “assessor” means the assessor of the city, town, 
village, or other assessing unit that prepares the assessment roll on which County real 
property taxes or County special district charges, assessments, or special ad valorem 
levies are levied. 
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C. Qualifying residential real property that is the primary residence of a seriously 
disabled veteran and that satisfies the requirements of Real Property Tax Law § 458-
a(11) and all other applicable requirements of Real Property Tax Law § 458-a shall 
be fully exempt from County real property taxes and, to the extent levied by or on 
behalf of the County and authorized by law, County special district charges, 
assessments, and special ad valorem levies. 

D. Eligibility for the exemption authorized by this section shall require that the 
veteran meet the eligibility requirements of Real Property Tax Law § 458-a(11), as 
amended, including, but not limited to, the requirement that the veteran be considered 
by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs to be permanently and totally 
disabled as a result of military service, as evidenced by a letter, official form, or other 
document sent to such veteran from such department that specifically states such 
veteran is considered to be permanently and totally disabled as a result of such 
service. 

E. The exemption authorized by this section shall apply only to County real property 
taxes and to County special district charges, assessments, and special ad valorem 
levies to the extent authorized by Real Property Tax Law § 458-a(11) and other 
applicable law. The exemption shall not apply to city, town, village, school district, 
or other non-County taxes, charges, assessments, or levies unless such taxing 
jurisdiction separately adopts the exemption pursuant to Real Property Tax Law § 
458-a(11). 
 
F. In no case shall the taxable assessed value of the property of a qualifying veteran 
be reduced below zero. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require or 
authorize the discontinuance of any exemption granted pursuant to subdivision three 
of Real Property Tax Law § 458 or any other exemption otherwise allowed by law. 
 
G. The exemption authorized by this section shall be granted only upon application 
by the owner or owners of the qualifying residential real property on the form 
prescribed by the New York State Commissioner of Taxation and Finance, or such 
other form as may be authorized by applicable law, filed with the assessor on or 
before the applicable taxable status date for the assessment roll on which the  
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exemption is sought, together with such documentation as may be required by Real 
Property Tax Law § 458-a(11) and applicable law. 

H. If satisfied that the applicant is entitled to the exemption authorized by this section, 
the assessor shall approve the application and enter the assessed value of the 
exemption on the assessment roll in the manner required by Real Property Tax Law 
§ 458-a(11) and applicable law. 

I. The Ulster County Real Property Tax Service Agency may assist and coordinate 
with assessors, taxing jurisdictions, applicants, and other appropriate officers or 
agencies in the implementation of this section, provided that nothing in this section 
shall be construed to limit or alter the statutory authority of the assessor having 
jurisdiction over the applicable assessment roll. 

 

SECTION 3. FILING WITH ASSESSORS; NOTICE TO DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS’ SERVICES. 

A. In addition to filing with the Secretary of State, the Clerk of the Ulster County 
Legislature shall file a copy of this Local Law with each assessor in Ulster County 
who prepares an assessment roll on which County real property taxes or County 
special district charges, assessments, or special ad valorem levies are levied, with 
the Ulster County Real Property Tax Service Agency, and with such other officers 
or agencies as may be required by law. 

B. The Clerk of the Ulster County Legislature, or such other officer as may be 
appropriate, shall notify the New York State Department of Veterans’ Services of 
the County’s adoption of the exemption authorized by Real Property Tax Law § 
458-a(11) within thirty (30) days of adoption; provided, however, that a failure to 
provide such notice within thirty (30) days shall not render this Local Law 
ineffective. 
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SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. 
 
If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this Local Law, or the 
application thereof to any person, property, or circumstance, is adjudged invalid by a court 
of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the 
remainder of this Local Law or the application thereof to other persons, properties, or 
circumstances. The provisions of this Local Law are declared to be severable. 
 
 
SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICABILITY. 
 
A. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State in 
accordance with the Municipal Home Rule Law. 
 
B. The exemption authorized by § 312-45.1 of Article XI of Chapter 312 of the Code of 
the County of Ulster, as added by this Local Law, shall apply to assessment rolls based on 
the first taxable status date occurring on or after the later of: (1) October 1, 2026; or (2) the 
effective date of this Local Law. 
 
C. No exemption authorized by this Local Law shall be granted for any assessment roll 
based on a taxable status date that occurred before the applicability date set forth in 
subdivision B of this Section. 
 
D. Nothing in this Local Law shall be construed to authorize the refund, cancellation, 
reduction, or reapportionment of any County real property tax or County special district 
charge, assessment, or special ad valorem levy levied on the basis of an assessment roll 
prepared before the applicability date set forth in subdivision B of this Section, except as 
may otherwise be required by applicable law. 


