Resolution No. 332 July 14, 2026

Amending The Rules Of Order Regarding Participation By The
Chairperson In Debate While Presiding Over Any Regular Or Special
Meeting Of The Legislature

Referred to: The Laws, Rules and Government Services Committee (Chairman Levine
and Legislators Collins, Kovacs, Murray, Nolan, Peters, and Uchitelle)

Minority Leader Kevin A. Roberts offers the following:

WHEREAS, Rules of Order of the Ulster County Legislature, originally
adopted in 1969 and amended from time to time, govern the responsibilities, work,
conduct and other activities of the Legislature not otherwise specified in the Code of
the County of Ulster; and

WHEREAS, the Ulster County Legislature considers and evaluates all proposed
legislation at Regular or Special meetings of the body; and

WHEREAS, Rule 10. MONTHLY AND SPECIAL MEETINGS; NOTICE;
RULES OF ORDER. prescribes rules relating to the order and conduct of business
during Regular and Special meetings of the Legislature, including but not limited to
the consideration of motions, debate, limitation of time of speech, decorum and role of
the Chairperson; and

WHEREAS, Rule 10. BB. All Points of Order not Covered by These Rules
states “On all points of order not covered by these rules of order of this Legislature,
the most current Robert’s Rules of Order shall prevail...”; and

WHEREAS, Robert’s Rules of Order, 12" Edition, §43.29 states, “If the
presiding officer is a member of the society, he has — as an individual — the same rights
in debate as any other member; but the impartiality required of the chair in an assembly
precludes his exercising these rights while he is presiding... To participate in debate,
he must relinquish the chair; and in such a case he turns the chair over:”; and

WHEREAS, the Rules of Order of the Ulster County Legislature are currently
silent on the Chairperson’s participation in debate; and

WHEREAS, Ulster County Legislature deems it appropriate to formerly
stipulate a Rule governing the Legislative Chairperson’s participation in debate while
presiding over any Regular or Special Meeting of the Legislature to be in keeping with
Robert’s Rules of Order, Section XII, Subsection 43. Rules Governing Debate; now,
therefore be it
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RESOLVED, Rule 10. of the Rules of Order of the Ulster County Legislature,
entitled “MONTHLY AND SPECIAL MEETINGS; NOTICE; RULES OF ORDER.”
1s amended to add a new section MM. to read as follows:

MM. Participation in Debate by the Chairperson. During any Regular or Special
Meeting of the full Legislature, the Chair may provide brief factual, procedural, or
explanatory comments while presiding. However, if the Chair wishes to engage in
substantive debate or advocacy for or against any pending Resolution, Local Law,
motion, or other matter before the Legislature, the Chair shall temporarily relinquish
the chair to the Vice Chair or in the Vice Chair's absence, another member designated
pursuant to these Rules, until such debate is concluded. This provision shall apply only
to meetings of the full Legislature and shall not apply to Committee meetings.; and, be
it further

RESOLVED, that this rule change shall take effect upon an affirmative vote of
this body subsequent to two consecutive readings,

and move its adoption.

FIRST READING: June 16, 2026

SECOND READING:  July 14, 2026

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

AYES: 23 NOES: 0

Passed Committee: Laws, Rules and Government Services as amended on June 11,
2026

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
NONE



- Page 3 -
Resolution No. 332 July 14, 2026

Amending The Rules Of Order Regarding Participation By The
Chairperson In Debate While Presiding Over Any Regular Or Special
Meeting Of The Legislature

STATE OF NEW YORK
ss:
COUNTY OF ULSTER

I, the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the County of Ulster, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is
the original resolution adopted by the Ulster County Legislature on the 14t Day of July in the year Two Thousand Twenty-
Six, and said resolution shall remain on file in the office of said clerk.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the County of Ulster this 16" Day of July in
the year Two Thousand Twenty-Six.

[s] Victoria A. Fabella
Victoria A. Fabella, Clerk
Ulster County Legislature




