
Resolution No. 297        July 14, 2026 
 

Declaring Ulster County’s Intent To Act As Lead Agency Under New 
York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) For The 
Purpose Of Allowing The Construction Of A Battery Energy Storage 
System (BESS) As Proposed By KCE NY 5, LLC (KCE) Located On 
Land Owned By Ulster County At Paradies Lane In New Paltz – 
Department Of Public Works   
 
 
Referred to: The Law Enforcement and Public Safety Committee (Chairwoman 
Clinton and Legislators Briggs, Hewitt, Levine, Marino, McCollough, and Walls), The 
Energy, Environment and Sustainability Committee (Chairman Hewitt and Legislators 
Dooley, Donaldson, Nolan, Peters, Stewart, and Walls), and The Public Works and 
Capital Projects Committee (Chair Nolan and Legislators Berardi, Briggs, Donaldson, 
Donovan, Kovacs, and Stewart) 
 
Chair of the Public Works and Capital Projects Committee, Kathy Nolan, and Deputy 
Chair Jason Kovacs offer the following:  
 

 WHEREAS, this resolution has been submitted at the request of the County 
Executive on behalf of the Department of Public Works; and   

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 309 of 2022, the Ulster County 

Legislature authorized purchase of lands abutting Route 299 and Paradies Lane in New 
Paltz (Tax Map Parcels 86.12-5-12.320 and 86.12-5-310) consisting of approximately 
57.3 acres (the “Site”) for the purpose of constructing an Emergency Communication 
Center; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Emergency Communication Center (ECC) site plan and 

construction documents clearly indicate that substantial portions of the site are not 
needed for the existing operation or expansion of the ECC; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County issued a request for Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) 

for PV/BES System Development for County Owned Parcels at Paradies Lane New 
Paltz, NY (SOQ-UC25-05); and  

 
WHEREAS, KCE NY 5, LLC (“KCE”) responded to SOQ-UC25-056 

proposing the development of a BESS on the southwestern portion of the Site and a 
notice of award was made; and  

 
WHEREAS, KCE has completed a concept design for the BESS and provided 

the County with a draft Energy Storage Easement Agreement and Memorandum of 
Energy Storage Easement Agreement (MOA); that would require an easement over 
approximately 16.81 acres of the Site; and  
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WHEREAS, energy storage, including battery energy storage, makes our power 

grid smarter, cleaner, more affordable, and more reliable, providing energy to the grid 
during times of peak demand; and  

 
WHEREAS, by shaving peak load, battery storage not only reduces grid needs 

when the cost of energy is highest, but also reduces reliance on dirty “peaker plants” 
that contribute to chronic health problems in communities where those plants are sited, 
as well as the climate-damaging emissions associated with those peaker plants; and   

 
WHEREAS, siting battery storage on the County’s Paradies Lane property 

would also directly benefit taxpayers through an easement with the developer; and  
 
WHEREAS, the project would be sited on a brownfield with significant buffers 

from residential areas, and with convenient access to Central Hudson’s Ohioville 
Substation, making the site highly suitable for such a facility; and 

 
WHEREAS, the location, design, and construction of a BESS was not included 

in New York State Environmental Review Act (SEQRA) negative declaration adopted 
and issued by the County Legislature for the ECC pursuant to Resolution No. 632 of 
December 2024; and  

 
WHEREAS, the County has proposed to allow the development of BESS on its 

property by introduction of Resolution No. 298, duly presented for consideration, 
authorizing execution of an easement for that portion of the property not needed by the 
County for its purposes; and  

 
WHEREAS, the County has met with the New Paltz Town Board and requested 

that the BESS project be considered under the balance of public interest test for a grant 
of immunity under the Town’s Zoning Statute as provided for in the Matter of County 
of Monroe (City of Rochester), 72 N.Y.2d 338 (1988); and  
 

WHEREAS, the County believes that is the appropriate involved agency under 
6 NYCRR Part 617.6(b) (3) of the Regulations pertaining to Article 8 of the 
Environmental Conservation Law of New York State (SEQRA) to act as lead agency 
for the construction of the BESS; now, therefore be it  
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RESOLVED, that pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617.6(b) (3) of the regulations 

pertaining to Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law of New York State 
(SEQRA), the Ulster County Legislature hereby declares its intent to serve as lead 
agency for the above-referenced project; and, be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Ulster County Legislature has determined, after review 

of the criteria contained in 6 NYCRR Parts 617.4 and 617.5, that the project is an 
unlisted action; and, be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that Ulster County will follow the procedures of a Type I action 

under SEQRA and will conduct a coordinated review and circulate its notice of intent 
to serve as lead agency, together with the SEAF and accompanying documentation to 
all interested and involved agencies pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617.6(b) (2) (i) and 6 
NYCRR Part 617.6(b) (3); and, be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617.6(b) (3), at the conclusion of 

an otherwise unchallenged thirty (30) day period following the date of transmittal of 
the notice of intent, the EAF and documentation aforesaid to the interested agencies, 
the Legislature shall become the lead agency under SEQRA for this project, 
 
and move its adoption. 

 
 
ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 
          AYES:       NOES:      
      
 
Passed Committee: Law Enforcement and Public Safety on June 2, 2026 
 
Passed Committee: Energy, Environment and Sustainability on June 3, 2026 
  
Passed Committee: Public Works and Capital Projects as amended on June 8, 2026 
 
Referred to Ways and Means Committee at Legislative Session on June 16, 2026 
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Postponed in Committee: Ways and Means on July 9, 2026 
 
Passed Committee: Ways and Means on ____________. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:   
NONE 


