
Laws, Rules & Government Services Committee 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
DATE & TIME:  August 14, 2025 – 4:00 PM 
LOCATION(S):  Legislative Chambers, 6th Floor, County Office Building, Kingston 
    Livestreamed at https://www.youtube.com/@UlsterCountyLegislature/streams 
PRESIDING OFFICER: Chair Kovacs 
LEGISLATIVE STAFF: Jay Mahler, Deputy Clerk & Tyron Rogers, Technical Support Specialist 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kitchen (arrived4:17 PM), Levine 

& Uchitelle 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
QUORUM PRESENT: Yes 
 
OTHER ATTENDEES:  Legislators Collins, Nolan & Roberts; Legislative Counsel Ragucci and Minority 
Counsel Pascale; Deputy County Executives Jamie Capuano & James Amenta, Comptroller March Gallagher; 
Acting County Clerk Taylor Bruck & Deputy County Clerk Andrew Harris – Ulster County Clerk; Assistant 
County Attorneys Kristen Gumaer & Lindsay Chen – Ulster County Attorney; Steve Ellman – Kingston Wire 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Complete content of the meeting can be accessed via the Ulster County Legislature’s YouTube channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/@UlsterCountyLegislature/streams 
 
Chair Kovacs called the meeting to order at 4:01 PM and asked those present to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Motion No. 1:   Motion to Approve the Minutes of the July 10th Regular Meeting 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Hansut 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Uchitelle 
 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kovacs, Levine & Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  None  
Votes in Favor:  7 
Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Minutes Approved 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Resolutions for the August 19, 2025 Session of the Legislature: 
 
Resolution No. 373 – Adopting Proposed Local Law No. 7 Of 2025, A Local Law Amending Section C-42(A) 
Of The Ulster County Charter And Section A5-3(A) Of The Administrative Code For The County Of Ulster To 
Reflect Recent Changes In State Public Health Law Regarding The Composition Requirements For Local Boards 
Of Health 
 
Resolution Summary – This Resolution adopts Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2025, A Local Law Amending 
Section C-42(A) Of The Ulster County Charter And Section A5-3(A) Of The Administrative Code For The County 
Of Ulster To Reflect Recent Changes In State Public Health Law Regarding The Composition Requirements For 
Local Boards Of Health 
 
Motion No. 2:   Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 373 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Uchitelle 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Gavaris 
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Voting in Favor:  Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Levine & Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  Legislator Kovacs  
Votes in Favor:  6 
Votes Against:  1  
Disposition:   Resolution Adopted  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Resolution No. 374 – Amending The 2025 Ulster County Budget In Relation To Grant Funding From The New 
York State Education Department, State Archives Division, Local Government Records Management 
Improvement Fund (LGRMIF), And Creating Two Full-Time Archival Processing Technicians – County Clerk 
 
Resolution Summary – This Resolution upgrades two part time positions to full time Archival Processing 
Technicians at an annual salary of $48,562.00 each, which will be funded in part through the New York State 
Education Department, State Archives Division which has awarded the Ulster County Clerk's Office a grant from 
the Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) in the amount of $68,013.00 to 
support archival processing initiatives. 
 
Motion No. 3:   Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 374 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Gavaris  
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Uchitelle 
 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kovacs, Levine & Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  None  
Votes in Favor:  7 
Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Resolution Adopted  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Resolution No. 375 – Amending The 2025 Ulster County Budget To Appropriate Funds To Hire A Civil Rights 
Attorney – County Clerk 
 
Resolution Summary – This Resolution amends the 2025 Operating Budget to fund Legal Services in the amount 
of $50,000.00 to defend the Acting Ulster County Clerk during the course of normal business duties. 
 
Motion No. 4:   Motion to Enter into Executive Session to discuss active litigation against a  

county officer 
The following were identified as individuals permitted to remain for the duration 
of the Executive Session: Legislators, Legislative Staff, Acting County Clerk Bruck 
and Deputy Clerk Harris, Counsel, Deputy County Executives, Comptroller 
Gallagher, County Attorneys  
 

Motion Made By:  Legislator Uchitelle 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Harmon 
 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Harmon, Levine & Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  Legislators Hansut & Kovacs 
Votes in Favor:  5 
Votes Against:  2  
Disposition:   Executive Session Entered at 4:17 PM  
 
 



Motion No. 5:   Motion to Exit Executive Session  
Motion Made By:  Legislator Uchitelle 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Harmon 
 
Voting in Favor: Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kitchen, Kovacs, Levine & 

Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  None 
Votes in Favor:  8 
Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Executive Session Exited at 4:49 PM  
 
 
Motion No. 6:   Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 375 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Uchitelle 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Harmon 
 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Harmon, Levine & Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  Legislators Hansut, Kitchen & Kovacs 
Votes in Favor:  5 
Votes Against:  3  
Disposition:   Resolution Adopted  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Resolution No. 376 – Adopting Proposed Local Law No. 6 Of 2025, A Local Law Amending The Ulster County 
Charter, (Local Law No. 2 Of 2006), Amending The Administrative Code For The County Of Ulster, (Local Law 
No. 10 Of 2008), And Amending The Code Of The County Of Ulster, To Modify Various Sections In Relation To 
Provisions Governing Budget And Finance 
 
Resolution Summary – This Resolution adopts Proposed Local Law No. 6 of 2025, A Local Law Amending The 
Ulster County Charter, (Local Law No. 2 Of 2006), Amending The Administrative Code For The County Of 
Ulster, (Local Law No. 10 Of 2008), And Amending The Code Of The County Of Ulster, To Modify Various 
Sections In Relation To Provisions Governing Budget And Finance. 
 
Motion No. 7: Motion to Adopt Amendments to Proposed Local Law No. 6 of 2025 As 

Presented 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Gavaris 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Levine 
 
Voting in Favor: Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kitchen, Kovacs, Levine & 

Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  None  
Votes in Favor:  8 
Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Amendments Adopted  
 
 
Motion No. 8:   Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 376 with Proposed Local Law As Amended 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Gavaris  
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Uchitelle 
 



Voting in Favor: Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kitchen, Kovacs, Levine & 
Uchitelle 

Voting Against:  None  
Votes in Favor:  8 
Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Resolution Adopted with Proposed Local Law As Amended 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Resolution No. 377 – Adopting Proposed Local Law No. 8 Of 2025, A Local Law Amending The Ulster County 
Charter, (Local Law No. 2 Of 2006), And Amending The Administrative Code For The County Of Ulster, (Local 
Law No. 10 Of 2008), To Amend Charter Article XXXIV Periodic Compensation Review Committee §C-110 
And Administrative Code Article XXXIV Periodic Compensation Review Committee §A34-3 
 
Resolution Summary – This Resolution adopts Proposed Local Law No. 8 of 2025, A Local Law Amending The 
Ulster County Charter, (Local Law No. 2 Of 2006), And Amending The Administrative Code For The County Of 
Ulster, (Local Law No. 10 Of 2008), To Amend Charter Article XXXIV Periodic Compensation Review 
Committee §C-110 And Administrative Code Article XXXIV Periodic Compensation Review Committee §A34-
3. 
 
Motion No. 9:   Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 377 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Gavaris  
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Uchitelle 
 
Voting in Favor: Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kitchen, Kovacs, Levine & 

Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  None  
Votes in Favor:  8 
Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Resolution Adopted  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Resolution No. 382 – Setting A Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 9 Of 2025, A Local Law Amending 
The Ulster County Charter And The Ulster County Administrative Code By Deleting Article XLI From Each 
(Youth Bureau), And Amending The Ulster County Charter And The Ulster County Administrative Code With 
Respect To Article XI (Department of Social Services), To Be Held On Tuesday, September 16, 2025 At 7:10 PM 
 
Resolution Summary – This Resolution sets a Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2025, A Local 
Law Amending The Ulster County Charter And The Ulster County Administrative Code By Deleting Article XLI 
From Each (Youth Bureau), And Amending The Ulster County Charter And The Ulster County Administrative 
Code With Respect To Article XI (Department of Social Services), to be held on Tuesday, September 16, 2025 at 
7:10 PM. 
 
Motion No. 10:  Motion to Amend Resolution No. 382 to change the Public Hearing start time  

to 7:00 PM 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Gavaris  
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Uchitelle 
 
Voting in Favor: Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kitchen, Kovacs, Levine & 

Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  None  
Votes in Favor:  8 



Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Amendment Adopted  
 
 
Motion No. 11:  Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 382 As Amended 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Uchitelle 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Gavaris 
 
Voting in Favor: Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kitchen, Kovacs, Levine & 

Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  None  
Votes in Favor:  8 
Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Resolution Adopted As Amended 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Resolution No. 396 – Setting A Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 10 Of 2025, A Local Law Amending 
Chapter 185 Of The Code Of The County Of Ulster, Establishing the Ulster County Electrical Licensing Board 
And Providing For the Qualifications, Examination, Licensing And Regulation Of Electricians In Ulster County, 
New York, To Be Held On Tuesday, September 16, 2025 At 7:15 PM 
 
Resolution Summary – This Resolution sets a Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2025, A Local 
Law Amending Chapter 185 Of The Code Of The County Of Ulster, Establishing the Ulster County Electrical 
Licensing Board And Providing For the Qualifications, Examination, Licensing And Regulation Of Electricians 
In Ulster County, New York, to be held on Tuesday, September 16, 2025 at 7:15 PM. 
 
Motion No. 12:  Motion to Amend Resolution No. 396 to change the Public Hearing start time  

to 7:05 PM 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Uchitelle  
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Gavaris 
 
Voting in Favor: Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kitchen, Kovacs, Levine & 

Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  None  
Votes in Favor:  8 
Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Amendment Adopted  
 
 
Motion No. 13:  Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 396 As Amended 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Uchitelle 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Gavaris 
 
Voting in Favor: Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kitchen, Levine & Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  Legislator Kovacs  
Votes in Favor:  7 
Votes Against:  1  
Disposition:   Resolution Adopted As Amended 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



LATE Resolution No. 405 – Amending Resolution No. 286 Of 1968, Adopted February 13, 1969, Imposing Taxes 
On Sales And Uses Of Tangible Personal Property And Of Certain Services And On Occupancy Of Hotel Rooms 
And On Amusement Charges, Pursuant To Article 29 Of The Tax Law Of The State Of New York, As Amended 
On Various Occasions To Increase The Rate Of Sales And Compensating Use Taxes 
 
Resolution Summary – This Resolution amends Resolution No. 286 of 1968 to continue the county’s authority 
to impose an additional 1% sales and use tax through November 30, 2027 as granted pursuant to Chapter 218 of 
the Laws of 2025.  
 
Motion No. 14:  Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 405 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Gavaris  
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Uchitelle 
 
Voting in Favor: Legislators Criswell, Gavaris, Hansut, Harmon, Kitchen, Kovacs, Levine & 

Uchitelle 
Voting Against:  None  
Votes in Favor:  8 
Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Resolution Adopted  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Forthcoming Resolutions  

• Resolution No. 178 – Setting A Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 4 Of 2025, A Local Law 
Providing For The Protection And Restoration Of The Esopus Creek, Rondout Creek And Wallkill 
River In Ulster County, And Providing For The Rights Of The Residents Of Ulster County To Clean 
Water And A Healthy And Productive Ecosystem, To Be Held On Tuesday, September 16, 2025 At 
7:05 PM (Postponed in Energy, Environment & Sustainability Committee on August 5th)  

• Resolution No. 371 – Adopting Proposed Local Law No. 3 Of 2025, A Local Law To Ensure The 
Safety Of Vulnerable Road Users In Ulster County (Postponed in Housing & Transportation 
Committee on August 7th) 

 
New Business  None 
 
Old Business   

• Resolution No. 470 of 2024 – Setting A Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 10 Of 2024, A 
Local Law Amending The Code Of The County Of Ulster, Chapter 205 Food Service, Article II Use 
Of Disposable Polystyrene Foam, To Include Thermoform Plastic, To Be Held On Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025 At 7:00 PM (WITHDRAWN BY SPONSOR) 

   
Adjournment    
 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Gavaris 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Uchitelle 
Votes in Favor:  8 
Votes Against:  0  
 
TIME:   5:03 PM 
Respectfully Submitted: Jay Mahler, Deputy Clerk 
Approved:   September 10, 2025 
Complete content of the meeting can be accessed via the Ulster County Legislature’s YouTube channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/@UlsterCountyLegislature/streams 
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