ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE

KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12402
Telephone: 845 340-3900
FAX: 845 340-3651

MINUTES

PUBLIC HEARINGS & ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

Legislative Chambers, 6 Floor, County Office Building, 244 Fair Street, Kingston, NY and via videoconference due to
extraordinary circumstances pursuant to NYS Public Officers Law Section 103-A and Ulster County
Local Law No. 8 of 2022, Zoom Meeting ID: 896 5378 2841 or by dialing (646) 558-8656.
Also Available via Livestream https://www.youtube.com/@UlsterCountyLegislature

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2025

6:35 PM

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY VICTORIA A. FABELLA, CLERK OF THE ULSTER
COUNTY LEGISLATURE: 6:37 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG AND MOMENT OF SILENT MEDITATION:
Led by Legislator Litts

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIRE EVACUATION PLAN

PLEASE NOTE THAT IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS
REQUESTED THAT LEGISLATORS AND ALL OTHERS MOVE AT LEAST ONE BLOCK
AWAY FROM THE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN ORDER NOT TO IMPEDE THE
FIREFIGHTERS IN THEIR DUTIES

CELL PHONES

Please silence cell phones for the duration of the Public Hearings and Organizational Meeting.


https://www.youtube.com/@UlsterCountyLegislature/streams
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JANUARY 14, 2025

MICROPHONES

Please be reminded when speaking to use your microphones so that you are recorded for the official

record.

ROLL CALL: Present: 23 Absent: 0
(Legislator Stewart attended via videoconference due to
extraordinary circumstances pursuant to NYS Public Officers Law
Section 103-A and Ulster County Local Law No. 8 of 2022)

6:35 PM — CALL OF THE 1* PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK: 6:39 PM

On Proposed Local Law No. 19 of 2024, A Local Law Regulating The Use Of County Parking Lots

PUBLIC COMMENT: There were 2 speakers signed up for public comment.

1. Laura Petit, Esopus — Former Legislator, in support of Proposed Local Law No. 19.

2. Rachel Gans, Rosendale — In support of Proposed Local Law No. 19.

PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 6:43 PM

Motioned by Legislator Litts, Seconded by Legislator Kitchen

6:40 PM — CALL OF THE 2" PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK: 6:43 PM

On Naming A County-Owned Asset; Naming the second floor of the County Office Building “The Ulster
County Clerk’s Office and Nina Postupack Historical Center”

PUBLIC COMMENT: There was 1 speaker signed up for public comment.

1. Butch Dener, New Paltz — In support of naming the second floor of the County Office Building
after late County Clerk Nina Postupack.

PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 6:49 PM

Motioned by Legislator Litts, Seconded by Legislator Kitchen



AGENDA
PAGE 3
JANUARY 14, 2025

LR A L O R R R I B

NOMINATION OF THE TEMPORARY CHAIR OF THE
ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE

Clerk Victoria A. Fabella called upon Deputy Majority Leader Levine for the purpose of nominating a
Temporary Chair.

Legislator Levine motioned, seconded by Legislator Sperry to nominate Majority Leader Uchitelle as
Temporary Chair.

Clerk Fabella called for any other nominations. No other nominations.
Motion to close nominations by Legislator Litts, seconded by Legislator Levine.
ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

AYES: 23 NOES: 0

XXX AL

NOMINATION OF THE CHAIR OF THE ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE

Temporary Chair Uchitelle announced that nominations were open for the election of a Permanent
Chairman.

Legislator Sperry motioned, seconded by Legislator Levine to nominate Legislator Peter Criswell for
Chair of the Legislature

Temporary Chair Uchitelle called for any other nominations.

Legislator Lopez motioned, seconded by Legislator Litts to nominate Minority Leader Kevin Roberts
as Chair of the Legislature.

Temporary Chair Uchitelle called for any other nominations. Motion to close nominations by
Legislator Litts, seconded by Legislator Levine. Clerk Fabella called the long roll.
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ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE:

Legislator Criswell — 14 (Legislators Clinton, Legislator Roberts — 9 (Legislators Corcoran,
Collins, Criswell, Donaldson, Gavaris, Greene, Hansut, Kitchen, Kovacs, Litts, Lopez, Maloney,
Harmon, Hewitt, Levine, McCollough, Nolan, Roberts, Walls)

Sperry, Stewart, Uchitelle)

Clerk Fabella announced that Legislator Peter Criswell was re-elected as the 2025 Chair of the Ulster
County Legislature.

EE A LA L L L S SO

CHAIR’S ACCEPTANCE
(Speech appended to these minutes)

o ko d ok d ok KNk w k%
THE FOLLOWING DESIGNATIONS ARE ON FILE:
Majority Leader — Abe Uchitelle
Minority Leader — Kevin Roberts

Tk ok ok d ok ok ok R Ak kK%
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS

PUBLICATION OF CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS, ELECTION NOTICES ISSUED BY
THE SECRETARY OF STATE, AND THE OFFICIAL CANVASS

(D) — Daily Freeman
(R) — Southern Ulster Times

PUBLICATION OF LOCAL LAWS AND VARIOUS NOTICES

(D) — Hudson Valley One
(R) — Shawangunk Journal

EE I A L LA LI L S SO R
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BIRTHDAYS:

Legislator Gina Hansut, January 12

MOTION TO DISPENSE WITH THE READING OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS

MEETINGS

Majority Leader Uchitelle motioned, Seconded by Minority Leader Roberts to dispense with the reading

of the minutes of the previous meeting. All in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM:

Ulster County Legislative Chair, Peter Criswell
Ulster County Clerk of the Legislature, Victoria Fabella

Minority Caucus

Legislative News

Mark A. Cozzupoli, UC Veterans Services
Ulster County Personnel Department

Allison Costanzo, Ulster Chamber of Commerce

Veto Response Letter
Foil Response — Ramona Catalanello

Letter to Comptroller Gallagher re: UC
Community Action

UC Legislature approves design of
Cornell Street Park, also Spanish
Translation

Statement from Chair Peter Criswell on
County Executive Veto

Republican Legislative Caucus condemns
County Executive Metzger for denying
workers a raise before the holidays

Statement from Chair Peter Criswell on
December 19, 2024 Special Legislative
Session

UC Legislature Approves Minimum
Staffing Levels for Board of Elections

Veteran Related Communications
Civil Service Exams/Job Announcements

Ribbon Cutting — Fantzye Bagels —
Tuesday, January 7" @ 10:00 AM — 392
Hasbrouck Avenue, Kingston
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COMMUNICATION FROM (continued):

Amee Peterson, Kingston

NYS Dept of Agriculture & Markets

Brian Slack, UC Transportation Council
Comptroller Gallagher

Dafne Delesus, Office of the Comptroller

Dennis Doyle, Director County Planning

UC Purchasing Department

Hinman, Howard, Kattell, LLP

Ribbon Cutting — Woodstock Infusions —
Thursday, January 16" @ 2:00 PM — 104
Mill Hill Road, Woodstock

Ribbon Cutting — Play Haven — Monday,

January 13" @ 10:30 AM — 402 Albany
Avenue, Kingston

Ribbon Cutting — Moonrise Bagels —
Friday, January 17" @ 11:00 AM — 746
Broadway, Kingston

Email — public comment — opposed to the
Ulster County Office Building being
named after Nina Postupack

NYSERDA - Sun Submission — intent to
undertake action - Highland 201 Solar
Project in Town of Marlborough

January 6, 2025 Agenda for Ulster
County Traffic Safety Board

Community Action Audit Legislative
input request

Comptroller March Gallagher Unveiled
New and Improved  Accessible
Comptroller’s Website

GOC NEG DEC

Non-Commodity Solicitations:
RFP-UC24-046 — Threat Assessment
Training

RFB- UC24-044 — Cold in Place Asphalt
Recycling

RFB-UC24- 150C - Multi-Bridge
Element Specific Bridge Repairs

RFB-UC24-151C — NY Route 32/Golden
Hill Drive Traffic Signal Installation
Rebid

UC Industrial Development Agency
PILOT Termination Notice
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM (continued):
Kenneth Juras, Budget Department
Laurie Albright, Office of Real Property Tax Services

Nate Litwin, UC Department of Finance

Ramona Catalanello

Rebecca Martin, Hudson 7
Roseann Daw, Commissioner of Finance

Sarah Gardner, Public Comment

Ulster County Planning Board

COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS:

Budget Transfer Report December 2024

Ulster County Tax Apportionment

ARP, Q4 of 2024 (Partial), Revenue
Journals

Foil Request — Resolution 701 from
December 17, 2024 — Establishing
Capital Project No. 716, Ulster County
Pool Upgrades

Accomplishments in 2024
2023 Reserve Reports

Email — Public Comment — County Wide
Housing Emergency

Agenda for January 8, 2025 & Minutes
for December 4, 2024

2025 Executive Budget Reserves
approved by Ulster County Legislature

UC Executive Jen Metzger Vetoes
Legislative Budget Amendment
Undermining  Collective  Bargaining
Process

UC  Emergency  Services  Hosts
Successful Emergency Services
orientation for elected officials

Response to Minority Leader Kevin
Roberts Memorializing Letter

UC Awarded $558K Grant for Repairs to
Historic Matthewis Persen House in
Uptown Kingston

UC Awarded $2M Clean Energy Grant
for New Emergency Communications
Center
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS (continued):

UC Executive Jen Metzger Appoints
Laura Nordstrom as Director of Housing
and Homelessness

PUBLIC COMMENT (on Resolutions currently before the Legislature): There was 1 speaker signed
up for public comment.

1. Laura Petit, Esopus — Spoke on Resolution No. 1 — Creating standing Committees for the year
of 2025. In favor and supports the added Housing and Transportation Committee.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE:

Chair Criswell recognized Majority Leader Uchitelle for the purposes of a motion, seconded by Minority
Leader Roberts to enter into Committee of the Whole. Motion passed unanimously.

Committee of the Whole called to order by Majority Leader Uchitelle at 7:04 PM.

Resolution No. 1 - Creating Standing Committees For The Year 2025

Motion Made By: Legislator Sperry

Motion Seconded By: Legislator Levine

Text of Motion: To Adopt Resolution No. 1
Voting In Favor: 22

Voting Against: 1 (Legislator Maloney)
Disposition: Resolution Adopted

Resolution No. 2 - Designation Of Official Newspapers

Motion Made By: Legislator Levine

Motion Seconded By: Legislator Harmon

Text of Motion: To Adopt Resolution No. 2
Voting In Favor: 23

Voting Against: 0

Disposition: Resolution Adopted
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Adjournment of the Committee Of The Whole — 7:40 PM

Motion Made By: Legislator Clinton
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Sperry

Votes in Favor: 23
Votes Against: 0

RESOLUTION NOS: 1 and 2

1 Creating Standing Committees For The Year 2025
ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:
AYES: 22 NOES: 1
(Noes: Legislator Maloney)

2 Designation Of Official Newspapers

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

AYES: 23 NOES: 0

PUBLIC COMMENT (on subjects not currently before the Legislature): There were 15 speakers for
Public Comment.

NHowvnsLwbh =

8.

9.

Zack Kortright, Warwarsing — Against Milk Rd. landfill

Tony Viera, Warwarsing — Against Milk Rd. landfill

Poppy Cannon Reese — Against Milk Rd. landfill

Reuben Butchart, Warwarsing — Against Milk Rd. landfill

Andrew Faust, Warwarsing — Against Milk Rd. landfill

Anna Mott, Warwarsing — Against Milk Rd. landfill

Rachel Gans, Bloomington — Spoke on housing, clean water, rent hikes for storage units
and salaries

Stana Weisburd, New Paltz — Spoke on housing & the homeless

Devon Blightbro, Warwarsing — Against Milk Rd. landfill

10. Jim Mcintosh,Warwarsing — Against Milk Rd. landfill
11. Chad McPeak — Spoke on need for affordable housing
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PUBLIC COMMENT (continued):

12. Marc Rider, Rifton — Executive Director of the UCRRA, Clarification on landfill siting
RFP process

13. Chad McPeak (2" time) — Spoke on mobile access for laundry and showering, contracting
with the laundry mats and prioritizing local contractors

14. Roger Ross, Warwarsing — Opposed to landfill in Wawarsing

15. Kenneth Wayne Cook, Warwarsing — Opposed to landfill in Wawarsing

MEETING ADJOURNED IN MEMORY OF: Read by Majority Leader Uchitelle

Sharon Solis, Marlboro Kevin L. Brodhead, Kingston

Joy Lapp, Rosendale Edmond Alan Garfinkle, Sawkill
Peter Haig Kaprelian, Kingston Phyllis S. Phillips, Pine Bush
Lenore Cane, Kingston Frank Herbert, Ulster

Gary White, Kingston Suzanne Brogdan, Sawkill

Kevin B. Rosa, Sr., Saugerties Victoria (Vikki) Beach, New Paltz
Luis Juncosa, Poughkeepsie Dennis Michael Totten, Highland
Philomina R. Strazzullo, Highland Joseph Cotich, Saugerties

Peter Yarrow, Woodstock Former President, Jimmy Carter

Kristin R. Koyon,

MEETING ADJOURNED: 8:17 PM
Motioned by Legislator Litts
Seconded by Legislator Hewitt

NEXT MEETING:
The next Regular Meeting of the Ulster County Legislature will be held on Tuesday, February 18, 2025
at 7:00 PM in the Legislative Chambers, Sixth Floor, Ulster County Office Building, 244 Fair Street,

Kingston, New York.

Resolution deadline is Wednesday, January 22, 2025.























































































When she bought her house, Downs was aware that the drinking water in that area of the lake was
the rest of the lake but she was told by simply treating the water with a UV light would make the water
drinkable. Some people on her street drink the water, but she does not.

"The issue is the Keuka Outlet.” Downs said. “The landfill is part of it. There are a lot of factors." The DEC has
acknowledged that water within one mile of the Keuka Outlet mouth is not drinkable.

She has spent about $9,000 digging a new water line and putting filters as well as purchasing other equipment

needed to clean the water enough so she can shower and brush her teeth with it. She spends hundreds of
r r intai

“We didn’t know any of this when bought our property,” Downs said. “We’re holding out for municipal water, but
it takes forever.”

In a statement to NYC News Service Michael McKeon, a spokesperson for Lockwood Hills said: “We take our
responsibilities as environmental stewards seriously, and that includes addressing the issues at Lockwood. As
part of our commitment to meet high environmental standards, the consent order work at Lockwood has been
completed, which included upgrading the leachate treatment system and installing a new liner at a cost of over
S1 million. We continue to adhere to or exceed the environmental standards for all of our state and federal
permits.”

Lawsuits

In some cases, a landfill may not be issued a violation by the DEC, despite concerns from the public that
practices at the facilities are endangering the environment. This leaves community members and activists with
little choice but to file a lawsuit. In a review of public records, the landfill waste management service, Casella,
which owns and operates multiple landfills across the northeast, including five in New York, has been sued a
number of times in the past four years, including for environmental-related damages.

In one lawsuit, in 2015, residents living near the Southbridge Recycling and Disposal Park in Massachusetts
alleged the landfill was contaminating the groundwater and claimed that the Casella-owned facility had violated
the Clean Water Act.

The case was eventually settled and Casella agreed to close the landfill, pick up the tab for the approximate
$8-$9 million of water contamination related-damages and offered free waste collection for residents through
March 2024, as part of the settlement. They will also pay up to $5 million for the construction of a waterline in
the neighborhood of the contaminated water wells.

Hakes

Growing up in the area of Painted Post, part of the town of Campbell, New York, John Culver used to go squirrel
hunting on the lowest part of the mountain. He never imagined that 60 years later, that area would become the
most elevated part of the mountain because of a large landfill.

The Hakes landfill sits 15 miles from the Pennsylvania border. For more than two decades, it has been run by
Casella.
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While New York State has rejected fracking as a way to extract oil and gas, Pennsylvania has embraced the
industry -- and some drilling sites are sending their waste across state lines to New York landfills.

Hakes is one of the few New York landfills taking in “drill cuttings” -- rocks that have been chewed up as part of
drilling boreholes for wells, Pennsylvania public records show.

Hakes is one of the largest recipient of fracking waste in the state. Annual reports from Hakes show that in some
years, 45 percent of the waste going into the landfill were drill cuttings from fracking. The rest is construction
and demolition detritus, including sheetrock and lead pipes.

Landfills that have received fracking waste from PA

Tons  Gallons

0,050

200,000

100,000

ALLIED CASELLA CHEMUNG HAKES C&RD HYLAND SENECA
WASTE WASTE COUNTY LANDFILL FACILITY MEADOWS
SYSTEMS SYSTEMS LANDEILL ASSOCIATION LANDFILL
Tons represent solid waste, Gallons represent liguid waste

Char. Olivia Raimonse « Source PA DEP « Get the data « Created with Datawragoeal

Now the landfill is set to expand. Without that expansion, public records show, the landfill would be at capacity
before the summer of 2020. The town of Campbell voted 5-0 in March to allow the landfill to expand from
approximately 58 acres to about 79 acres, according to meeting minutes.

Campbell residents have raised concerns about the rocks going to the dump. While they do not contain the kinds
of hazardous chemicals and other substances that are part of the later stages of fracking, they do emit low levels

of radiation from radon that comes from the rocks that are naturally from that region of Pennsylvania.

Environmental activists are concerned about the levels of radiation from the rocks that are already in the landfill,

nd their rns are growin itional drill ings from the Marcellus shale, the kind of stone in th
region, will add to those emissions. The shale has naturally occurring radioactive material, according to experts
and government agencies, including the U.S. Department of the Interior.

The Sierra Club filed a lawsuit in April 2019 alleging that DEC did not take into consideration the radiation

produced by fracking material when they conducted their final environmental impact Statement before the
expansion was approved by the town. The lawsuit was stalled as the parties waited for DEC to issue a permit to

12



Hakes, approving the expansion. The DEC, Treichler said, was going to issue permits before Thanksgiving. Instead
the permit was issued on December 19, 2019, according to DEC.

“This has proceeded unusually because of the permits,” Treichler said. “Permits would’ve been issued before the
final environmental impact statement.”

Once the permits are issued, Treichler and the Sierra Club intend to refile the lawsuit, asking the town and DEC to

request additional testing for radioactive materials.

David Carpenter, a former radiology doctor who worked for the NY Department of Health who has consulted
the plaintiffs in the litigation, said radiation from the rocks is not being monitored properly by the landfill, its
managers and DEC.

The drill cuttings at Hakes are not radioactive, according to DEC. Rather, it is considered solid waste and the
radioactivity they emit is similar to the background environment.

“My colleagues were very concerned that they were grossly underestimating the amount of radon that was
coming off the land,” Carpenter said. “The issue at Hakes was DEC regulates that but they were using methods
for monitoring the radon concentration that were just not adequate.”

As radium decays, it releases radon, a gas, that blends easily with groundwater and rain runoff. “We’re
concerned they’re [the DEC] grossly underestimating the radon that is released. They’re not working to
protect the health of the public under those circumstances,” according to Carpenter.

Treichler says DEC has proposed in the past year to stop requiring testing for radon byproducts, like radium, in
the landfill water runoff. But at Hakes and the Chemung County Landfill, 20 miles from Hakes and also operated
by Casella, have had reports of byproducts being found in the waste.

In addition, a creek passes near the landfill and a pond designed to catch overflowing contaminated water from
the landfill. Nearby residents are concerned about the health dangers from radiation in the air and water, and

the threat to people living downstream and downwind of the landfill, according to the lawsuit.

Casella held an open house recently so residents in the area could tour the landfill and learn about what’s being
done inside. Wayne Cosier, who lives nearby, was in attendance. He said the landfill employees took the group
up to the dump’s highest point. From there, he could see all of Steuben County.

“If it was a natural hill, it would be pretty,” he said. “But then you think about all the stuff that’s underneath
you.”

He recalled seeing water from the landfill overflowing into the creek.

“When it rains all day, the overflow pond overflows, and goes directly into the creek” said Cosier. Ponds are a
part of a landfill that collect rainwater and prevent it from entering a landfill. Ponds can also collect rainwater
that has entered the landfill and mixed with waste that may be contaminated. Cosier, who lives less than a mile
away from the landfill, has never seen a health warning from DEC and worries about radon contamination to the
groundwater and creek.
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DEC works in coordination with the Department of Health to notify the public of potential health impacts, but
that these situations are rare, according to the agency.

DEC has rejected the complaints. In its 2018 environmental im atemen
misunderstanding of what is contained in the fracking materials coming into the landfill. It stated the drill

cuttings contain very little Marcellus shale and has very low levels of radium, minimizing any danger from
radiation.

In order to monitor the drill cuttings emitting radiation, Hakes has detectors set up that work well, according to
the agency.

As proof, the agency pointed to an incident in 2016 when its detectors helped spot high levels of radiation from

an old ship marker; a glow-in-the-dark radium indicator designed to help prevent sailors from misstepping on a
deck in the dark.

The landfill refused the entire demolition load until the radioactive material could be found. Experts came in and
found the ship marker among the trash and it was disposed of at a site that processes radioactive waste. Only
then was the rest of the demolition load accepted at Hakes. Meanwhile, the DEC said that since the area around
Campbell is the same kind of rock as in Pennsylvania, there is naturally occurring radon in the region, and the
fracking waste coming into the adds too little to pose a new danger.

“Considering there is significantly more volume of native soils and materials in the landfill than drill cuttings, the
contribution from the drill cuttings, none of which have triggered the radiation portal monitor, is likely
negligible,” according to the agency.

Casella has not responded to requests for comment.
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City University of New York (CUNY)
CUNY Academic Works

Capstones Craig Newmark Graduate School of .

Fall 12-13-2019

New York State's Landfill Problem

Olivia Raimonde
Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism

Chris Polansky

Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism

How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know!

More information about this work at: https://academicworks.cuny edu/gj_etds/647
Discover additional works at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu

This work is made publicly available by the City University of New York (CUNY).
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From Peter Criswell <Peter.Criswell@co.ulster.ny.us>
Date Thu 1/30/2025 7:14 PM
To  Lizvett Noriega <lbos@co.ulster.ny.us>

My speech below.

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Peter Criswell <Peter.Criswell@co.ulster.ny.us>
Date: Jan 11, 2025 8:21 AM

Subject: Chair acceptance speech

To: Amanda Norton <anor@co.ulster.ny.us>

Cc

Could you please print this for me for Tuesday's meeting? Ariel and 14 point font please.

Thank you for electing me as your Chair.

It's truly an honor to step into this role once again, and I'm deeply grateful for the trust you've placed
in me.

Reflecting on this past year, | want to acknowledge the incredible teamwork, dedication, and
commitment that have allowed us to make meaningful progress together.

I'd like to take a moment to recognize some key contributors:

Majority Leader Abe Uchitelle and Deputy Majority Leader Aaron Levine: your guidance and
collaborative spirit have been invaluable, and | look forward to continuing our partnership.

Minority Leader Kevin Roberts and Deputy Minority Leader Craig Lopez: | appreciate your commitment
to constructive dialogue, and | remain dedicated to working across the aisle to address the needs of all
our constituents.

Vice Chair Sperry: your wise counsel and steady leadership have been a cornerstone of our progress
this past year. I'm grateful for your partnership and look forward to continuing our work together.

To our committee chairs and deputy chairs: you are the engine that drives the core of our work. Your
leadership and dedication are essential to everything we accomplish as a Leglslature and | deeply
value your contributions.

And to all legislators: thank you for your time, energy, and the unique perspectives you bring to this
vital work.



I'd be remiss if | didn't acknowledge the committed staff of the Legislature, whose contributions often
go unnoticed but without whom we quite literally couldn’t do the work.

This chairmanship, as | said last year, is not about me; it's about us—and more importantly, it's about
our constituents.

As we embark on this new year, let's recommit ourselves to the principles that guide our work. Let's
approach every discussion and debate with respect, every challenge with creativity, and every decision
with the long-term well-being of our community in mind.

Together, we have the power to navigate the complex issues before us and create a brighter future for
Ulster County.

Thank you, once again, for this honor. | look forward to continuing our productive and collaborative
work as your Chair.



