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ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE                   
COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  

 
NAME OF COMMITTEE:  Health and Human Services Committee  
 
DATE:     April 21, 2011 
 
TIME:     6:00 P.M. 
 
PLACE:                 Library Conference Room 
 
LEGISLATORS PRESENT: Chairman Frey, Legislators Parete, Harris, Petit, Ronk and Loughran 
 
LEGISLATOR EXCUSED: Maio, Briggs and Stoeckeler 
 
OTHERS ATTENDING: Leg. Carl Belfiglio, Michael Berg Director Family Of Woodstock, 

Commissioner Roberto Rodriguez DSS, Clinton Johnson County 
Attorney, Lee Cane LWV, Golden Hill supporters, employees / CSEA : 
Venus Weels, Darlene Bover, Anne Fisher, Terry Gilbert, Cindy 
Berryanne, Nettie Tomshaw UC Legislature Staff 

 
 
 

 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Frey at 5:55 PM. 
 A motion by Legislator Ronk was made to accept the March 3, 2011 Committee Meeting Minutes, 

Seconded by Legislator Harris, all were in favor, Carried. 
 A motion by Legislator Ronk was made to accept the March 29, 2011 Special Committee Meeting 

Minutes, Seconded by Legislator Harris, all were in favor, Carried 
 Chairman Frey explained to attendees, tonight’s regular monthly meeting will address only the 

regular monthly business.   Golden Hill matters will be addressed at a separate meeting.  
  
 
 
 Michael Berg, Director Family of Woodstock: Family of Woodstock is an extended family of people 
 helping people to help themselves.  Incorporated in 1971 as a not for profit organization.  Family’s 
 intent is to provide support and resources people need to address and overcome their own 
 problems.  They maintain a non-judgmental atmosphere, counseling is non-directive, and all 
 information is strictly confidential.   Family is committed to helping people achieve self-
 sufficiency.  www.fowinc.org 
   
 
 Michael Berg thanked the committee for having him.  Mr. Berg gave an overview of Families 
 locations, quantity of people served, meals, the number of nights stayed and average day stay etc. 
 as seen below.  Homeless Services, Long-Term Housing & Supports, Hotline/Walk-in Centers, Non-
 Residential Services and Child Care Services.  
 
 Below is a summary of Family of Woodstock’s 2010 Programming. 
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 Goals are measured if they move on to clean and sober housing.  Have had good success. 
 Darmstadt Shelter serves single individuals primarily recovering from substance abuse 
 Family Inn serves homeless families 
 Family House serves runaway youth 12-18 yrs of age 
 Washbourne House serves our domestic violence victims 
 Long Term Housing Programs (HUD) serves chronically homeless as long as 18 months (most 

people in this program are substance abusers) Success rate is 75%. 
 All residents of these programs are here voluntarily – can leave when they want 
 One time offering for homeless – too many people to serve 
 Some come back and work within the program to help others in need 
 Collaboration w/Rupco served 201 families in 2010 $1million grant to cover administrative as 

well as assistance support for homeless.   
 Quality of Child Care has declined in our community – the federal government created 

“exempt care” which allows untrained individuals to oversee less than 3 children at home 
without having a license or training.  Kids end up being put in front of the TV and are not 
prepared for 1st grade.  330 exempt providers – a concern 

 Quality food preparation and distribution has grown around the county, Saunderskill, Gill 
and Davenport have provided. 2009 Family distributed on Tuesdays and Thursday to 
pantries 29K lbs. of vegetables.  2010 distributed 59K lbs. to 18 different feeding programs 
and food pantries. 

 Evaluating feasibility to bid on the meals on wheels contract.  Wants to also meet needs in 
Ellenville. 

 Children lack a healthy meal during the summer months – available only during the school 
year 

 Not for profit organization very important to food distribution in community 
 Asked to changed pantry hours of operation to accommodate the demands of working family 

needs  
 Housing a concern, family’s starting out can not afford housing – losing our young people- 

asking for real help from the committee, people are really struggling 
 Our average salary is the 27th lowest in the state.  Our housing is the 12th most expensive in 

the state. 
Resolutions:  
 
1.) Resolution No. 87, April 26, 2011: Amending The 2011 Ulster County Budget For Investigative 

Services For Department Of Social Services – District Attorney 
 

Motion offered to move Resolution forward by Legislator Harris, Seconded by Legislator 
Loughran, Unanimously in Favor, Carried. 
 

 Note: Commissioner Rodriguez attended mtg. to explain the back ground for funding – contract 
 specifically designed for the Sunoco investigation noting this is an anomaly, also time sensitive.  Leg. 
 Petit would like to see a full time position be created to address these types of issues – feels it 
 would save tax payer’s money.  Leg. Frey thanked the commissioner and his staff for all their hard 
 work. 
 
2.)  Resolution No. 89, April 26, 2011: Authorizing The Chairman Of The Ulster County Legislature To 
 Execute A Contract And Any Amendments To The Contract With The New York State Department 
 Of Health Lead Poisoning Prevention Program – Department Of Health 
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 Motion offered to move Resolution forward by Legislator Parete, Seconded by Legislator 
 Harris, Unanimously in Favor, Carried.    
 
3.) Resolution  No. 90, April 26, 2011: Consenting To A Subordination Agreement During The Purchasing 

Process For The Sale Of The County’s Certified Home Health Agency License And Long-Term Home 
Health Care Program License – Department Of Health 

 
 Discussion ensued about the time line and delay of completion of sale - thus a Motion 
 offered by Legislator Loughran to table resolution to provide more information for committee, 
 Seconded by Legislator Harris, Unanimously in Favor, Carried.  When time to vote Leg. Parete 
 stated he will be a no vote.  Chairman Frey will schedule another mtg. to vote the night of 
 Session 4/26/11. 
 
4.)  Resolution No. 93, April 26, 2011:  Authorizing The Chairman Of The Ulster County Legislature to  
 Execute An Inter-Municipal Agreement For The Preschool Special Education And Related Services 
 Program With The Onteora Central School District – Department Of Social Services 
   
    Motion offered to move Resolution forward by Legislator Parete, Seconded by Legislator   
 Loughran, Unanimously in Favor, Carried. 
 
5.) Resolution No. 94, April 26, 2011:  Authorizing The Chairman Of The Ulster County Legislature To 

Execute An Agreement With The New York State Office Of Children And Family Safety Program – 
Department Of Social Services 

 
 Motion offered to move Resolution forward by Legislator Loughran, Seconded by Legislator 
 Harris, Unanimously in Favor, Carried. 
 
    6.)  Resolution No. 100, April 26, 2011:  Requiring Healthy – Vending Options In County Buildings 
 
  Legislator Parete intention is to share this draft resolution with the committee for their input 
 and review only at this time.  Committee discussion resulted in consideration of removal of the last 
 resolve.  Leg. Parete asked committee to email him with any additional concerns. The committee will 
 consider the resolution at next months meeting. 

 
Attachments provided to committee:  
Abstract Report for April 26th Session 
 
Adjournment:    

      The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 PM with a motion offered by Legislator Loughran, Seconded by   
      Legislator Ronk, with all in favor, Carried.    
 

       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
      Walter Frey Jr., Chairman /nt    
     Health & Human Services Committee 

 


