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ULSTER COUNTY CONTINUES PUSH FOR TRUTH AND TRANSPARENCY  

(KINGSTON, NY)  Drivers in Ulster County just became more knowledgeable regarding what they 

are paying at the pump, thanks to Ulster County Legislative Vice-Chairman and City of Kingston 

Legislator David Donaldson and Towns of Hurley and Woodstock Legislator Don Gregorius.  No 

longer will drivers have to leave the roadway to determine if the price on the large street sign 

advertises the price for cash or credit. 

Proposed Local Law Number 8 of 2014, which passed the Ulster County Legislature with a vote of 

17-3, requires if only one price is posted, such signs must display in all instances the price of 

gasoline at the standard retail price available to all customers, without any discounts or special 

offers. No longer will credit card users feel deceived for paying upwards of ten cents more per 

gallon than the road sign listed.   

The dual pricing emerged as independent gas station owners attempted to recoup the fees being 

added by banks and credit card companies; a cost that was ultimately eating into their operation 

costs.  After choosing a station based on the price listed on the street sign, cash customers will 

continue to benefit by finding an even lower price at the pump. 

“I am proud to be part of a Legislative body that not only brought about the Truth In Taxation 

supplemental document, that is included in all tax bills, but has now brought truth in gasoline price 

advertising to all of Ulster County,” stated Vice Chairman David Donaldson.   

“Cash only price advertising was only part of the solution,” noted Legislator Don Gregorius.  “With 

this local law, travelers in Ulster County will either know when pulling into a station what they are 

paying or else receive a pleasant surprise.” 

Ulster County Proposed Local Law #8 is expected to be signed into law by County Executive 

Michael Hein following his public hearing held today in the Legislative Chambers. 
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Proposed Local Law No. 8 Of 2014 

County Of Ulster 

A Local Law Amending Local Law No. 5 of 1989 (A Local Law 
Requiring Regulations Regarding The Sale Of Motor Vehicle 
Fuels) To Establish Certain Consumer Protection Practices In 
Ulster County  
 

 

BE IT ENACTED, by the Legislature of the County of Ulster, as follows: 

 

 

SECTION 1.  LEGISLATIVE INTENT AND FINDINGS.  
  

 The Ulster County Legislature hereby determines that is appropriate and 

necessary to amend Local Law Number 5 of 1989 to prevent misleading and 

deceptive trade practices with respect to the pricing of gasoline on signs at 

gasoline stations located within Ulster County that are not regulated by Article 16 

of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law.    

 

 

SECTION 2. REGULATION.  
  

 Section 6 (c) of Local Law Number 5 of 1989 is hereby amended to add a 

new subdivision “6.” as follows:  

  

 6.  Displaying gasoline prices in a manner which fails to include and  

 make plainly visible to the consumer of the difference, if any, between the 

 price per gallon for payment by cash, debit, or credit shall be prohibited. 

 For example, a sign which only reveals the price per gallon for a cash 

 payment but fails to include and make equally and plainly visible the price 

 per gallon by debit or credit payment, when a difference in price exists, 

 shall constitute a deceptive trade practice. However, a sign which does not 

 distinguish between the price per gallon for payment by cash and payment 

 by credit or debit shall not be considered a deceptive trade practice, only if 

 the price per gallon is the same regardless of the form of payment. The 

 price of gasoline available to retail customers on one or more signs must be 

 so positioned and lit so that the price that the signs display will be readily 

 seen by motorists approaching the gasoline station at any time that the 

 gasoline station is open for business to supply gasoline. Such signs must 

 display in all instances the price of gasoline at the standard retail price 

 available to all customers, without any discounts or special offers. If 

 discounted pricing is displayed on the sign it must be of the same size as 

 the regular price of gasoline.  
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SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY.  
  

 If any part or provision of this Local Law or the application thereof to any 

person or circumstances be adjudged invalid by any court of competent 

jurisdiction such judgment shall be confined in its operation to the part of the 

provision or application directly involved in the controversy in which judgment 

shall have been rendered and shall not affect or impair the validity of the 

remainder of this Local Law or the application thereof to other persons or 

circumstances and the Ulster County Legislature hereby declares that it would 

have passed this Local Law or the remainder thereof had such invalid application 

or invalid provision been apparent.  

 

 

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE.  
  

 This Local Law shall take effect one hundred and twenty (120) days after 

its adoption. 
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