
 ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

 
 

MINUTES 
  

OCTOBER 18, 2022 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS & REGULAR MEETING 
 

Also Available via vimeo Livestream https://livestream.com/accounts/1512750/events/1824203 
 

 Public Comment also available via Call in Studio. Dial: 205-Ulster-0 (205-857-8370) 
 

7:00 PM 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIR: 7:13 PM  
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG AND MOMENT OF SILENT MEDITATION:   
Led by Chair Tracey A. Bartels. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
FIRE EVACUATION PLAN 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS 
REQUESTED THAT LEGISLATORS AND ALL OTHERS MOVE AT LEAST ONE BLOCK AWAY 
FROM THE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN ORDER NOT TO IMPEDE THE FIREFIGHTERS IN 
THEIR DUTIES 
 
 
CELL PHONES  
 
Please silence cell phones for the duration of the Session. 
 
 
MICROPHONES 
 
Please be reminded to use your microphones when speaking so that you are recorded for the official record. 
     
ROLL CALL:                   Present: 23        Absent: 0     
 

 
TRACEY A. BARTELS, Chair 
EVE WALTER, Vice Chair 
JONATHAN R. HEPPNER, Majority Leader 
KENNETH J. RONK, JR., Minority Leader 
VICTORIA A. FABELLA, Clerk 
 
 

P.O. Box 1800 
KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12402 

Telephone:  845 340-3900 
FAX:  845 340-3651 

 

https://livestream.com/accounts/1512750/events/1824203
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7:05 PM - CALL OF THE 1st PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:     7:15 PM 
 
On Application For U.S. Department Of Housing Community Development Block Grant Funds (CDBG) 
Administered By The New York State Office Of Community Renewal: PK30 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: There were no speakers signed up for public comment. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 7:16 PM 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts, seconded by Majority Leader Heppner to adjourn the public hearing. All in 
favor. 
 
 
 
7:10 PM - CALL OF THE 2nd PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:    7:16 PM 
 
Pursuant To Section 1411 (D) Of The Not-For-Profit Law Of The State Of New York Regarding The Sale 
Or Transfer Of County Owned Property 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: There was (1) speaker signed up for public comment. 
 

1. Mike Baden, Town of Rochester Supervisor: Mr. Baden spoke on behalf of the Town of Rochester 
in support of this transfer. He stated that there are 2 structures on the property (1 commercial, 1 
residential) and hopes that the property can be revitalized and/or subdivided for use by the town. 

 
Motion by Legislator Litts, seconded by Majority Leader Heppner to adjourn the public hearing. All in 
favor. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 7:18 PM 
 
 
 
7:15 PM - CALL OF THE 3rd PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:    7:18 PM 
 
Pursuant to Article 25AA of the NYS Agriculture & Markets Law: 8 Year Review of Agricultural Dist. 4 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were no speakers signed up for public comment.    
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 7:19 PM 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts, seconded by Majority Leader Heppner to adjourn the public hearing. All in 
favor. 
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7:20 PM - CALL OF THE 4th PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:    7:20 PM 
 
Pursuant to Section 201 of the Eminent Domain Procedure Law  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were no speakers signed up for public comment.    
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 7:24 PM 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts, seconded by Majority Leader Heppner to adjourn the public hearing. All in 
favor. 
 
 
 
7:25 PM - CALL OF THE 5th PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:    7:25 PM 
 
On Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2022 – A Local Law Amending The Code of The County of Ulster In 
Relation To Construction Apprenticeships  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:     There were (9) speaker signed up for public comment. 
 

1. Valerie Dwyer, Arold Construction, Inc.: Ms. Dwyer spoke in opposition of this proposed local law. 
She stated that certain companies will be excluded from bidding on local projects. 
 

2. Joe Hogan, Associated General Contractors of America: Mr. Hogan spoke in opposition of this 
proposed local law. He stated that comprehensive impact analyses are needed. 

 
3. Penny Hazer, Merit Apprenticeship Alliance: Ms. Hazer spoke in opposition of this proposed local 

law. She stated that these requirements are too constraining and will impede local business success. 
 

4. Tanner Schmidt, ABC - Empire State: Mr. Schmidt spoke in opposition of this proposed local law. 
He stated that apprenticeship processes are costly and lengthy, and requirements must be clarified. 

 
5. Charles Lamendola, W.M. Schultz Construction: Mr. Lamendola spoke in opposition of this 

proposed local law. He stated that competitive bidding would be negatively impacted.  
 

6. Rich Whitney, New Paltz: Mr. Whitney spoke in support of this proposed local law. He stated that 
the county should not lower its standards and that he supports apprenticeship programs. 
 

7. Dean Tamburri, Laborers’ Local 15: Mr. Tamburri spoke in support of this proposed local law. He 
stated that his apprenticeship program is comprehensive and inclusive of youth 
 

8. Mike Ham, IUOE Local 825: Mr. Ham spoke in support of this proposed local law. He stated that 
graduation rates are indicative of a strong apprenticeship program and safe upcoming workforce. 
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PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 7:44 PM 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts, seconded by Majority Leader Heppner to adjourn the public hearing. All in 
favor. 
 
Please Note: Complete content of the public comment period can be heard on the Ulster County Legislative 
Website. 
 
 
 
BIRTHDAYS:  
  
Legislator Craig Lopez, October 30th 
Confidential Secretary to the Chair, Laurie Lichtenstein, October 31st 
 
 
 
MOTION TO DISPENSE WITH THE READING OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM:  
 

  

UC Legislative Chair, Tracey A. Bartels Restore NY & ESD Capital Purchase Grant 
for CPW’s Kingston Midtown Arts Hub 

 Appt. UC Board of Ethics, Deborah Schneer 
 Appt. UC Board of Ethics, Lara Kasper-

Bukareff 
 Appt. UC Board of Ethics, Dean McGee 
 Appt. UC Planning Board, Johanna Winer 
 Appt. UC Youth Board, Jazmin Kay 
 Appt. UC Youth Board, Dylan S. Gallagher 
 Appt. UC Insurance Officer, Brian 

MacGregor 
 Appt. UC Community Services Board 

People with Developmental Disabilities, 
Maureen Sheehan 

 Appt. UC Community Services Board 
People with Developmental Disabilities, 
Samantha Michaels 
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COMMUNICATIONS (continued): 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

UC Legislative Chair, Tracey A. Bartels (cont.) Appt. UC Community Services Board 
People with Developmental Disabilities, 
Emma Hambright 

 Request for Recommendations for UC Law 
Enforcement Community Engagement 
Committee 

UC Clerk of the Legislature, Victoria Fabella FOIL Ack. & Response, P. Doxsey 
 FOIL Response, L. Wong-Pan 
 FOIL Response, L. Lang 
UC Comptroller, March Gallagher Summer Newsletter 
 Press Release, County Comptroller’s 

Historical Sales Tax Snapshot 10.12.22 
UC Personnel Dept. Civil Service Announcements 
UC Veteran Services Director, Mark A. Cozzupoli  Veteran Related Communications 
UC Economic Development Alliance Board of Directors October Meeting Agenda 
UC Dept. of Public Works Commissioner, Brendan 
Masterson 

Route 28A Soil Nailing Project 

UC Planning Board Agenda and Meeting Materials 
UC Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board Draft Minutes, 9.26.22 
Catskill Forest Association, Inc. Annual Membership October Meeting 

Announcement, 10.6.22 
 CFA News, Fall 2022 
Jeff Kehoe, Associate Environmental Analyst, NYS 
Agriculture and Markets 

UC Agricultural District No. 2 Review  

C. Davidson Thank You 
P. Doxsey FOIL Request: UC Reapportionment Comm. 
L. Wong-Pan FOIL Request: UC Reapportionment Comm. 
T. Kruglinski FOIL Request: UC Reapportionment Comm. 
L. Lang FOIL Request: Background Check 
Robert F. Hagemann, III, Clerk of the Board and 
Jefferson County Administrator 

Request for Resolution Opposing Concealed 
Carry Improvement Act 

B. Blauvelt Request for Greene County Information 
Hudson 7 Meeting Agenda & Minutes 
UC Finance Commissioner Burton Gulnick UC IDA PILOT Project Payment Calculation 

& Billing 
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS:  

May 2022 UC Compliance Committee 
Meeting 
Charter Revision Commission Notice 
UC Traffic and Safety Board Appts 
UC Board of Health Appts 
2023 UC Executive Operating Budget 
2023 UC Executive Budget Summary 
2023-2028 UC Executive Capital 
Improvement Program 
Government Operations Center Presentation 
Press Release, Ulster County to Award 
Additional $950,000 in Funding to Support 
over 25 Small- to Medium-Sized Businesses, 
10.8.22 
Press Release Ulster County Convenes a Task 
Force for Preventing and Responding to 
Domestic Terrorism, 10.15.22 

 
 
 
MEMORIALIZING LETTERS:    
         
Decommissioning of Indian Point Nuclear Power Point 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:      DATE:  
 
Economic Development, Planning, Education,  
Employment, Arts & Agriculture                September 6, 2022   
Energy, Environment & Sustainability          September 8, 2022 
Law Enforcement and Public Safety          September 8, 2022  
Laws and Rules, Government Services          September 19, 2022 
Health, Human Services & Housing                            September 7, 2022    
Public Works, Capital Projects & Transportation       September 12, 2022     
Ways and Means             September 13, 2022 
             September 20, 2022  
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)                August 31, 2022 

September 13, 2022        
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PRIDE PRESENTATION:  
 
This evening the Legislature is honoring Hudson Rowan, age 14 of Marbletown with a Pride of Ulster 
County Award for winning the Ulster County Board of Elections 2nd Annual “I Voted” Sticker Contest. 
This young Ulster County resident won 1st place by a commanding margin, earning over 228,200 votes 
and 93% of all votes cast. His unconventional sticker design quickly went viral and gained international 
recognition. 
 
Chair Tracey A. Bartels will call upon Hudson’s legislative representative, District 18 Legislator Eric 
Stewart and his former teacher, District 17 Legislator Megan Sperry to present the Pride of Ulster County 
Award. Legislators Stewart and Sperry will be joined by Board of Election Commissioners Ashley Dittus 
and John Quigley to add their congratulations. The winning sticker will be distributed to voters across 
Ulster County who participate in the General Election on November 8, 2022. Joining Hudson tonight are 
parents, Molly and Tim Rowan, and friends. 
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (on items currently before the Legislature):     
There were (8) speakers signed up for public comment.  
 

1. Rashida Tyler, Kingston: Ms. Tyler spoke in support of Res. Nos. 461 and 498. She stated that there 
is an eviction crisis in the county and people need adequate housing representation to stay housed. 

 
2. Justin Orashan, Kingston (Call In Studio): Mr. Orashan spoke in support of Res. No. 461 and 498. 

He stated the impact of personal displacement and that the county has a severe housing crisis. 
 

3. Brahvan Ranga, For The Many (Call In Studio): Mr. Ranga spoke in support of Res. No. 461 and 
498. He stated that housing is unaffordable and inaccessible in the county and that people need more 
legal assistance to stay housed.  
 

4. Nina Nichols, Connelly: Ms. Nichols spoke in support of Res. No. 461 and 498. She stated that 
“urban renewal” is redlining, and that the county is special and must remain so. 
 

5. Lee Gough, Connelly: Ms. Gough spoke in support of Res. No. 461 and 498. She stated that as a 
librarian, she works with unhoused patrons and that housing in the county is an emergency. 
 

6. Anne Ames, Kingston: Ms. Ames spoke in support of Res. No. 461 and 498. She stated that she 
works for DSS and witnesses numerous unhoused people who carry their life belongings in carts, 
that community residents are being displaced, even as it gets colder. 

  
Please Note: Complete content of the public comment period can be heard on the Ulster County Legislative 
Website. 
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RESOLUTION NOS: 11, 308 – 310, 400, 434, 435, 436, 461, 492 – 494, 496 – 506, 510 - 536; 

       432, 486, 495, 507, 508, 509 – POSTPONED; 189 & 200 – NO ACTION TAKEN;  
       199, 433 – WITHDRAWN 

 
Resolution No. 189 – Establishing A Policy Prohibiting The Housing Of Incarcerated Individuals 
Transferred From Facilities Outside Of Ulster County The Ulster County Board-In Policy 
NO ACTION TAKEN 
 
Resolution No. 199 – Setting A Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 6 Of 2022, A Local Law 
Amending Section C-101 B. Of The Ulster County Charter, Section A30-2 B. Of The Ulster County 
Administrative Code, And Section 216-5 Of The Code Of The County Of Ulster In Relation To 
Appointments To The Commission Of Human Rights, To Be Held On Tuesday, November 15, 2022 At 7:10 
PM 
WITHDRAWN BY SPONSOR 
 
Resolution No. 200 – Setting A Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 7 Of 2022, A Local Law 
Amending The Code Of The County Of Ulster In Relation To Evictions, To Be Held On Tuesday, November 
15, 2022 At 7:15 PM 
NO ACTION TAKEN 
 
Resolution No. 432 – Establishing A Policy To Dedicate The Surplus Revenue Received From Ulster 
County Real Property Public Auctions  
POSTPONED IN COMMITTEE 
 
Resolution No. 433 – Providing An Exemption From Sales And Compensating Use Taxes For Receipts 
From Retail Sales Of, And Consideration Given Or Contracted To Be Given For, Certain Clothing And 
Footwear, Pursuant To The Authority Of Article 29 Of The Tax Law Of The State Of New York, By 
Amending Resolution No. 286 Of 1969 Adopted February 13, 1969, As Amended On Various Occasions  
WITHDRAWN BY SPONSOR 
 
Resolution No. 486 – Adopting The Ulster County Information Services/ Information Technology Security 
Policy – Department Of Information Services 
POSTPONED IN COMMITTEE 
 
Resolution No. 495 – Supporting NYS Clean Slate Act - A6399A and S1553B 
POSTPONED IN COMMITTEE 
 
Resolution No. 507 – Establishing Capital Project No. 564 – Purchase And Implementation Of A Real 
Property Tax Collection & Delinquency Enforcement System - Amending The 2022 Capital Fund Budget – 
Department Of Finance 
POSTPONED IN COMMITTEE 
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Resolution No. 508 – Establishing Capital Project No. 564 – Purchase And Implementation Of A Real 
Property Tax Collection & Delinquency Enforcement System - Amending The 2022 Capital Fund Budget – 
Department Of Finance 
POSTPONED IN COMMITTEE 
 
Resolution No. 509 – Setting A Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 11 Of 2022, A Local Law 
Amending Local Law Number 10 Of 2007 Providing For The Administration And Enforcement Of The 
New York State Uniform Fire Prevention And Building Code, To Be Held On Tuesday, November 15, 2022 
At 7:05 PM 
POSTPONED IN COMMITTEE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Consent 

493 Urging New York State Governor And New York State Legislature To Adopt 
Legislation Guaranteeing Universal Access To Free Meals For Students In 
Grades K-12 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
496 Establishing County Equalization Rates For The Year 2023 Levy 

 
ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
500 Adopting Proposed Local Law No. 9 Of 2022, A Local Law To Provide For 

The Collection Of Delinquent Village Real Property Taxes 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  
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501 Authorizing The County Of Ulster To Submit An Application And 
Assurances To The New York State Housing Trust Fund (HTFC) As Part Of 
NYS Homes And Community Renewal For The Plus One ADU Program In 
Partnership With The City Of Kingston And RUPCO – Department Of 
Planning 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
502 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $149,215.00 Entered Into By The 

County – WSP – Department Of Planning 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                    
503 Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Execute A Lease 

Agreement With WCD Window Coverings, Inc. For A Warehouse Of The 
Ulster County Department Of Public Works – Buildings And Grounds 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                    
504 Approving The Execution Of A Contract Amendment For $109,018.00 

Entered Into By The County – SAFECO Alarm Systems, Inc. – Department 
Of Public Works 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
505 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $168,000.00 Entered Into By The 

County – Chad Davis Contracting Inc. – Department Of Public Works 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  
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506 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $70,400.00 Entered Into By The 
County – Postler & Jaeckle Corp. – Department Of Public Works 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
510 Approving Ulster County’s 2023 STOP DWI Program Plan And Authorizing 

The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Execute All Inter-Municipal 
Agreements Required Under The Plan – Department Of Probation, STOP-
DWI Division 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
511 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $245,108.90 Entered Into By The 

County – Aviat Networks – Emergency Management 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
512 Approving The Execution Of A Contract Amendment For $285,700.00 

Entered Into By The County – Trustees Of Columbia University In The City 
Of New York – Department Of Health 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
513 Amending The 2022 Ulster County Budget To Accept An Additional 

Allocation Of Adult Protective Services Funds From The New York State 
Office Of Children And Family Services – Department Of Social Services 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  
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514 Approving The Execution Of A Contract Amendment For $67,899.00 Entered 
Into By The County – Family Of Woodstock Inc. – Department Of Social 
Services   

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
515 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $90,000.00 Entered Into By The 

County – Youth Advocate Programs, Inc. – Department Of Social Services   
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
516 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $90,000.00 Entered Into By The 

County – Youth Advocate Programs, Inc. – Department Of Social Services   
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
517 Authorizing Execution Of An Intermunicipal Agreement With The Dutchess 

County Department Of Behavioral & Community Health - Department Of 
Mental Health 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                     
518 Authorizing Execution Of An Intermunicipal Agreement And Amending The 

2022 Ulster County Budget To Accept Federal Block Grant Funding Through 
The City Of Kingston To Support The Pilot Program:  Kingston Mobile Mental 
Health Team – Department Of Mental Health 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  
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519 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $99,311.00 Entered Into By The 
County – Access: Supports For Living Inc. – Department Of Mental Health   
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
520 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $768,239.00 Entered Into By The 

County – Access: Supports For Living Inc. – Department Of Mental Health   
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
521 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $355,923.00 Entered Into By The 

County – Astor Services For Children & Families – Department Of Mental 
Health   

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
522 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $1,208,284.00 Entered Into By 

The County – Family Of Woodstock Inc. – Department Of Mental Health   
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
523 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $365,297.00 Entered Into By The 

County – Family Services, Inc. – Department Of Mental Health   
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
524 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $2,246,077.00 Entered Into By 

The County – Gateway Community Industries, Inc. – Department Of Mental 
Health 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  
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525 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $184,901.00 Entered Into By The 
County – HealthAlliance Mary’s Campus – Department Of Mental Health   
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
526 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $2,727,785 Entered Into By The 

County – Mental Health Association In Ulster County, Inc. – Department Of 
Mental Health   

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
527 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $365,155.00 Entered Into By The 

County – PEOPLe: Projects To Empower And Organize The Psychiatrically 
Labeled, Inc. – Department Of Mental Health   
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
529 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $100,000.00 Entered Into By The 

County – HealthAlliance Hospital Mary’s Avenue Campus – Department Of 
Mental Health   

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
530 Approving The Execution Of A Contract Amendment For $607,832.00 

Entered Into By The County – Info Quick Solutions Inc. – Ulster County Clerk   
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  
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531 Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Enter Into A 
Funding Agreement For Absentee Ballot Pre-Paid Postage With The NYS 
Board Of Elections – Ulster County Board Of Elections 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
532 Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Sign An 

Agreement With The Highland Central School District For The Use Of Polling 
Equipment And Material – Ulster County Board Of Elections 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
533 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $75,000.00 Entered Into By The 

County – PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP – Legislature   
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
534 Approving The Execution Of A Contract Amendment For $26,618.40, 

Causing The Aggregate Contract Plus Amendment Amount To Be In Excess 
Of $50,000.00, Entered Into By The County – Assetworks LLC – Information 
Services 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
535 Authorizing The Conveyance Of County-Owned Property To The Original 

Owner – Department Of Finance 
 
MOVED TO NON-CONSENT 

536 Authorizing The Reacquisition Of Residential Property To Original Owner – 
Department Of Finance 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

                                                       
  



MINUTES 
PAGE 16  
OCTOBER 18, 2022 
 
 

  
 

Non-Consent 

11 Requesting Enactment Of A Senate Bill And Assembly Bill In The New York 
State Legislature For A Special Law In Relation To The Hotel And Motel 
Room Occupancy Tax Rates In Ulster County 
 
POSTPONED IN WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 
 

308 Declaring Ulster County’s Intent To Act As Lead Agency Under New York 
State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) For The Purpose Of 
Constructing A Government Operations Center And Appurtenances To Be 
Located At Paradies Lane In New Paltz – Department Of Emergency Services 
 
POSTPONED IN WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 
 

309 Amending Capital Project 607- Government Operations Center And 
Authorizing The Acquisition Of Real Property Located At Paradies Lane In 
The Town Of New Paltz For Purpose Of Siting A Government Operations 
Center And Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To 
Execute Any And All Documents Required For Said Acquisition – 
Department Of Public Works (Buildings And Grounds) 
 
POSTPONED IN WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 
 

310 
BOND 

Authorizing The Acquisition Of Parcels Of Land For A New Multi-Use 
Government Operations Center, In And For The County Of Ulster, New York, 
At A Maximum Estimated Cost Of $3,750,000, And Authorizing The Issuance 
Of $3,750,000 Bonds Of Said County To Pay The Cost Thereof 
 
POSTPONED IN WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 
 

400 Amending The 2022 Budget To Establish And Fund The Ulster County 
Agricultural Crisis Relief Program - Department Of Finance, Division Of 
Recovery And Resilience 
 
POSTPONED IN WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 
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434 Extending The Election Of A Cents Per Gallon Rate Of Sales And 
Compensating Use Taxes On Motor Fuel And Diesel Motor Fuel, In Lieu Of 
The Percentage Rate Of Such Taxes, Pursuant To The Authority Of Article 
29 Of The Tax Law Of The State Of New York, By Amending Resolution No. 
Resolution No. 169 Adopted April 19, 2022 
 

DEFEATED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     7  NOES:     16  
(Noes: Legislators Bartels, Cahill, Criswell, Erner, 
Gavaris, Greene, Heppner, Hewitt, Levine, Maloney, 
Nolan, Petit, Stewart, Sperry, Uchitelle, Walter)  

 
435 Dedicating Funding To Implement The Boost For Main Streets Program – 

ARPA - Economic Recovery – Department Of Economic Development 
 
Legislator Gavaris motioned, seconded by Majority Leader Heppner, to amend the 
resolution.  
 

      MOTION ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

 
 
                                       ADOPTED AS AMENDED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 
AYES:     21  NOES:     2 
(Noes: Chair Bartels and Legislator Maloney)  

 
436 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $2,000,000.00 Entered Into By 

The County – Ulster County Economic Development Alliance – Department 
Of Finance 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     21  NOES:     2 
(Noes: Chair Bartels and Legislator Maloney)  

 
461 Adopting Revised Ulster County Fund Balance Policy To Dedicate Funding 

To Housing Justice 
 
POSTPONED IN WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE 
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492 Urging The United States Congress, New York State Governor And New 
York State Legislature To Codify Into Law The Right To Food As A 
Fundamental Human Right 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     16  NOES:     7 
(Noes: Legislators Corcoran, Fabiano, Hansut, Litts,           
Lopez, Ronk, Roberts)  

 
494 Supporting The Clean Water, Clean Air, Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act 

Of 2022 
ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     17  NOES:     5 
(Noes: Legislators Corcoran, Litts, Lopez, Ronk, 
Roberts)  
(1 Abstention: Legislator Greene) 

 
497 Amending The 2022-2027 Capital Improvement Program – Increasing 

Funding For Capital Project No. 642 – ARPA Homeowner Energy 
Improvements And Job Training Project – Amending The 2022 Capital Fund 
Budget – Department Of Finance 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0 
 

498 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $221,430.60 Entered Into By The 
County – Legal Services Of The Hudson Valley – Department Of Social 
Services 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     15  NOES:     8 
(Noes: Legislators Corcoran, Hansut, Litts, Lopez, 
Maloney, Petit, Ronk, Roberts)  
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499 Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Convey Parcels 
Of County Owned Property Acquired Pursuant To Article 11 Of the Real 
Property Tax Law For Unpaid Taxes To The Town Of New Paltz For Public 
Use And Benefit – Department Of Finance 
 
Legislator Petit motioned, seconded by Majority Leader Heppner, to amend the resolution.  
 

      MOTION ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0  

 
 
                                       ADOPTED AS AMENDED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 
AYES:     23  NOES:     0 

 
510 Approving Ulster County’s 2023 STOP DWI Program Plan And Authorizing 

The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Execute All Inter-Municipal 
Agreements Required Under The Plan – Department Of Probation, STOP-
DWI Division 
 
MOVED TO CONSENT 
 

528 Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $783,758.00 Entered Into By The 
County – Rehabilitation Support Services, Inc. – Department Of Mental 
Health  

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     21  NOES:     2 
(Noes: Legislators Maloney and Petit)  

 
535 Authorizing The Conveyance Of County-Owned Property To The Original 

Owner – Department Of Finance 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     22  NOES:     1 
(Noes: Legislator Erner)  
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PUBLIC COMMENT (on subjects not currently before the Legislature):    
There was (1) speaker signed up for public comment.  
 

1. Molly Holmes, Mount Tremper: Ms. Holmes shared concerns about noise pollution and safety 
concerns on the residential properties near the Rail Explorers business. 

 
 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED IN MEMORY OF: 
 
Hailee Nicole Witherel, Gardiner, NY Mary Ann DiPietro, Kingston, NY 
Earl Light, Jr., West Park, NY Mary J. Hill, Ulster, NY 
Stella Kallos, Lake Katrine, NY Amelia Veronica Buddington, Saugerties, NY 
Barbara A. Tabler-Smith, Saugerties, NY  Beatrice Koskie, Ulster Park, NY 
Philip M. Kearney, Kingston, NY Roland W. Ellis, Jr., New Paltz, NY 
Errol Nadler, Glenford, NY Ernest & Hanna Mann, Leesburg, FL 
Peter J. Weider, Kingston, NY Daniel Valk, Saugerties, NY 
John Naccarato, Kingston, NY Frances Heller, Malden-on-Hudson, NY 
Irving J. Kotrady, Lake Katrine Marlys J. Swinger, Ulster Park, NY 
Kathleen M. Reilley, Woodland Valley, NY Earl T. Montgomery, High Falls, NY 
James Henry Spellman, Marlboro, NY Gary A. Ronk, Sr., New Paltz, NY 
William Pillius, New Paltz, NY Addison Wilklow, Marlboro, NY 
Francis Mackey, Milton, NY Albert Pagano, Sr., Marlboro, NY 
Douglas T. Lee, Saugerties, NY Albert Henry Short, Sr., Leesburg, FL 
John J. Senkewich, Newburgh, NY Jack McGarril, New Paltz, NY 
Walter Herbert Read, Sr., Epsom, NH Robert E. Hyde, Gardiner, NY 

  Marlene Chambers, Kingston, NY 
 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts, seconded by Legislator Heppner to adjourn Legislative Session. 
All in favor. 
 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED:  8:48 PM  
 
 
NEXT MEETING:  
 
The next Regular Meeting of the Ulster County Legislature will be held on November 15, 2022 at 7:00 
PM in the Legislative Chambers, Sixth Floor, Ulster County Office Building, 244 Fair Street, Kingston, 
New York. 
  
Resolution deadline is Friday, October 21, 2022 at 12 Noon.  

























































































Good evening, October/ 18/2022 

I am here on behalf of seven property owners from Mount Tremper to once again reach out to the 

county to request help. We have been trying for months to get the county to respond to our concerns 

about Rail Explorers and the extreme negative impact they have had on our properties and 

neighborhoods. Unlike most Rail Bike Companies in the U.S. this one use metal wheels instead of the 

synthetic ones. This results in a horrible and very loud sound of metal on metal, combining that with 

their summer schedule of 7 days a week . 8:30 am to 8:30 pm and their 6 month long season we are 

given no ability to enjoy our properties we work hard at maintaining and paying taxes for . Rail 

Explorers has boasted they had 30,000 riders last year and close to that this year. Can you imagine that 

going by your own property? We live in a residential neighborhood and Rail Bikes are a commercial 

company renting the use of the tracks at the Counties discretion while also frankly paying Ulster County 

a good sum . Where do we stand in any of this considering the impacts on us . At what point does and 

should the county come to us and say "what can we do to help you"? For the last 3 years no one from 

Ulster County has reached out to us despite our numerous efforts . We have solutions to offer, and we 

are leaving you with a packet explaining what they are . We also have the name and addresses of our 

other neighbors who could not be here tonight. Rail Explorers contract is almost over and we are very 

worried a new one will be handed to them without any changes or recognition of the problems . We 

need your help, we need someone here in this room to look in to this for us because we are the 

community you care for. We can bring all the tourism in the world here to Ulster County but if our 

neighbors are hiding indoors with the windows closed or selling their properties to get away from the 

impacts of what is created here ... who will be left? 

Molly Holm 

38 Andrew Lane Rd. Mount Tremper, NY 12457 

845-688-5444 



Susan Wayman I Randy Harwood 
40 Andrew Lane 
Mount Tremper , N. Y. 12457 

Ulster County Planning Board 
Attn. Dennis Doyle 

Concern - Rail Explorers upcoming contract renewal 

Oct. 3, 2022 

On May 1, 2022 , I sent emails to the Ulster County Planning Board , 
Shandaken Supervisor , and Rail Explorers. On May 22 , 2022 I also sent 
the same email to Dennis Doyle. This was to bring attention to the issue of 
the endless noise by the railcars operated by the Rail Explorers which run 
through the residential neighborhood of tax paying land owners. This goes 
on 7 days a week from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. , 10 - 12 minutes every hour. 

Upon getting no response from any of the parties, I attended the June 
~022 board meeting in Shandaken to voice my opinion and concerns over 
the distress of the constant noise pollution for the past 6 years. I feel that 
myself and my neighbors should be able to enjoy our properties without the 
disturbance and noise from the railcars throughout the day and into the 
evenings. 

The town board then agreed to reach out and request a meeting ' 
between Ulster County, Rail Explorers, and concerned land owners who 
reside along Andrew Lane and Mt.Pleasant Rd., which the railcars run 
through on a daily basis. 

To date no one has responded or recognised the request to the best of 
my knowledge. It seems as though as tax paying landowners we do not 
matter! 

I would like to express this is not a criticism of local officials here in 
Shandaken , but more to point out the facts so far , and to go on record , 
with still no response from the .Ulster County representatives or the Rail 
explorers. 



This has become quite a disturbing issue for us day after day after day , 
especially on weekends when we would like to enjoy our backyards and 
neighborhood peacefully . It is also disturbing to local wildlife and family 
pets. 

I would like to add some things I have found while investigating railcar 
operations in other areas. 

Most every location I have seen online does not run through residential 
neighborhoods , and are located on or along vast tracts of uninhabited 
lands. Also they use synthetic wheels which basically make NO NOISE at 
all. 

I know Rail Explorers stated at a planning meeting I attended in 
Shandaken they can not use these , or that they were waiting for them from 
overseas. This seems like nothing but excuses for the last 6 years. 

There are manufactures of synthetic wheels right here in the USA , one 
example is known as "Railriders.net" , which have a website available to 
view. I have also included print outs of examples of their product. They state 
their wheels are used worldwide in all sorts of railcar applications and can 
be made to order , starting at $225 each. 

While Rail Explorers state they have had 30,000 riders in 2021 and on 
track to match that in 2022 , which equates to apx. 1.35 million dollars 
coming in. It would seem this is a change within reasonable reach. We do 
realize that there are expenses as with any business and they do bring 
income into the area , but we are tired of the excuses , back peddling , and 
lack of any action to mitigate our complaints. If they were not making a 
profit or running things their way with no issues, I am sure they would be 
long gone by now , just as they did previously when operating in the 
Adirondacks and things became unfriendly for the operation there. This 
was noted as such in an article found in the Adirondack Daily Enterprise 
dated Oct. 6 , 2016 titled "Rail Explorers to End Adirondack Operations" . 
With a statement" The business climate is just not friendly enough to 
operate here". 



We are not looking for friends here, just a responsible accountable 
business that takes into consideration the impact they have on the area 
that they operate in. 

Just like any business , a purchase of materials, such as wheels . 
would be a write off in the end game. It's about time Rail Explorers steps up 
and commits to making the changes needed to mitigate the noise issue. 

In conclusion , if the Rail Explorers choose not to recognize the 
residents requests and make the changes necessary to mitigate the 
situation , including synthetic wheels and noise reduction fencing as 
needed maybe the county should put the contract up for bid and reward it 
to an entity that is willing to use , or already has the quieter railcars in use. 
Someone who has the community in mind more than profits ! 

Please see the attached sheet stating changes we are requesting be made 
in the new contract , ( if approved) , for the Rail Explorers to operate for 
another 5 years in our neighborhood. 

There is money to be made here , and we understand the investment 
Rail Explorers has made and the money the County receives on leasing the 
rails. Let's work together on this and find an amicable solution so tourists 
may continue to enjoy the Catskills and we may enjoy our backyards ! 

There are many videos available online to view , and see that synthetic 
wheels are the answer ! We have viewed many of these videos on Youtube 
, and on individual posts by riders enjoying the experience all over the 
country using synthetic wheels. They provide a quieter ride for them and an 
acceptable noise level I would think , for neighborhood areas. Please take 
the time to view them and you will see for yourselves. 

Thank you, 
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llailriders.net 

RailridersTM Wheels 

Company founder Ron Forster had a vision to repurpose old disused rail lines but there was 
one nagging question: How? 

Over the course of several years, thousands of test miles, various prototypes and a lot of trial 

and error the Railrider™ wheel was invented. From the thick hard angle flange to the taper of 
the vyheel itself no aspect was over looked. The end result wound up being a lightweight wheel 

that can carry a good bit of weight, silent running, smooth and affordable. 

Based on the success of the original wheel various other wheel types have been deloped and 
refined. 
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17 inch polyurethane railroad wheel 

from $225.00 

Color: 

Select Color V 

Quantity: 

1 

Purcr1sse 

The 17 inch wheel from Railriders.net™ is engineered specifically for the purpose of traveling unused, 
abandoned and neglected rails*. With a low rolling resistance polyurethane running surface you will be 
amazed at how quiet and smooth these wheels are. Designed with large flanges to carry you safely 
through crossings, diamonds and switches along with a wide running surface of 3.5 inches (90mm) which 

comes in handy while traversing track of poor gauget tolerance or various sizes and types of rail. 

By using tf1is V\/t::bs i te, you ~gree TO ou; Lise of cookies . \/Ve use coold8 s to provic:e you Viith &. h: re::1L exper i,2nc2 ct.'.1( 10 
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Railriders™ 12 inch 
wheel 

Born out of the need to carry a bit more 
weight the 12 inch wheel from Railriders™ 

features a steel center and can be 
configured in multiple ways with several 
different hub styles. 
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Following 3 pages are copies of emails sent out in May as stated in 
our letter dated Oct. 3 , 2022 to the parties listed. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Susan Wayman / Randy Harwood 

845-389-6656 I 518- 610-0719 



To : ddoy@co.ulster.ny.us 

Subject- "Rail Explorers" 

At this time with the presentation of your new yearly schedule and addition of the REX 
EXPRESS, I am requesting that the privacy fence you provided for my next door neighbor on 
Andrew Lane be extended along my property line as well. It is effective as such , and I feel it is 
within reasonable cost to mitigate an ongoing problem with noise and disruption of our property 
from the running of the Rail Explorers through the residential area of Mount Tremper. 

You also proposed in your new project for 2022 the desire of placing landscaping and trees at 
the depot site to provide privacy and buffers from the sound of Rt. 28 for the riders. 

I would think prior to starting a new project you would have consideration in providing privacy 
for the residents that have endured the constant noise and disruption for the past 5 years. The 
taxpayers that live here should be able to enjoy our properties during the warmer months. 

I would appreciate hearing from you on this matter. 

Respectfully, 

Susan Wayman 
Randy Harwood 
40 Andrew Lane 
~t. Tremper NY 12457 



TO : planning@co.ulster.ny.us 

Subject - Rail Explorers 

At this time with the presentation of your new yearly schedule and addition of the 
" REX EXPRESS" , I am requesting that the privacy fence you provided for my next 
door neighbor on Andrew Lane in Mt.Tremper be extended along my property line as well. 
It is effective as such, and I feel it is within reasonable cost to mitigate an ongoing problem 
With noise and disruption of our property froi:n the running of the Rail Explorers through the 
residential area of Mount Tremper. 

You also proposed in your new project for 2022 the desire of placing landscaping and trees at 
the depot site to provide privacy and noise buffers from traffic on Rt.28 for the riders. 

I would think prior to starting a new project you would have the consideration in providing 
privacy for the residents who have endured the constant noise for the past 5 years. The 
taxpayers that live here should be able to enjoy our properties during the warm months as well. 

I would appreciate hearing from you on this matter. 

Respectfully , 

Susan Wayman 
Randy Harwood 
40 Andrew Lane .. 
Mount Tremper NY 12457 



TO: Rail Explorers 
ATTN : Mary Joy Lu CEO 

At this time with the presentation of your new yearly schedule and addition of the "REX 
EXPRESS" within your proposa_l , I would like to make a request. 
I would like to have the privacy fencing you provided for my next door neighbor on Andrew Lane 
in Mount Tremper extended along my property line. It is effective as such , and I feel it is within 
reasonable cost to mitigate an ongoing problem with noise and disruption of our property from 
the running of the Rail Explorers through the residential area of Mount Tremper. 

I do understand the great economic advantages this business has brought along the way, 
and to other businesses in the area, and the impact on tourism. I also note your desire to do 

landscaping and new trees at the depot site to " provide privacy and buffers from sound from the 
road" , and would think along this line you might be considerate in providing privacy for the ones 
who request it , and are in their homes and backyards on a daily basis and not there for just a 
tour stop spot for 40 minutes. 

Thank you respectfully , 

Susan Wayman / Randy Harwood 
40 Andrew Lane 
Mount Tremper N.Y. 



I am a long-time resident of both Woodstock and MountTremper, having lived in the same house on 38 

Andrew Lane Rd forthe last 41 years. 

I wanted to share the e-mail exchanges my mother and I had with Rail Explorers and the County, 

through Chris White in 2019. Unfortunately, when he stopped working for Ulster County and the 

Planning Department maybe 3 years ago, that was the last time anyone from the county has reached 

out to us or shown us any care in relation to the effects Rail Explorers has had on our properties . 

We have reached out through phone calls, e-mails, through speaking up at our local town and plann ing 

board meetings and even this summer at the Ulster County Legislative monthly meeting. 

The people we believe who are in charge of the contract and oversee the lease is the Ulster County 

Planning Department under Dennis Doyle. Apart from that, we have no idea who else is involved vvith 

renewing their contract and in general, overseeing their activities. It has not been easy for us to get any 

information about their lease or how it is renegotiated . 

I think it's important to see those early exchanges we had with·this company because it setthe tone for 

the last three years of essentially silence about our concerns. It also shows that in the beginningthe 
County did show care and respect for us and the impacts these rail bikes would have on our 

neighborhoods. We don't know why that all stopped from the Counties side of things. We really hope if 

their contract is going to be renewed foranother5years, we are part of that conversation and our 

concerns addressed and dealt with and put into their new contract. We are the best observers of the 

impacts this tourist company has had on our residential neighborhoods, and we are frankly devastated 

by them. We believe there are multiple ways to improve this situation, but we have to have the support 
of Ulster County on this. 

Thank you for taking the time to considerour situation. 

I am including a page with the names and addresses of other neighbors here also negatively impacted. 

They would welcome anyone from the county reaching out to them as well. We do feel there is a lot of 

support from the community of Shandaken, and our local government here for us and we all hope for 
some mitigations to be done. We all want to enjoy the place we live, and find a balance between 

bringing in tourist dollars and also supporting homeowners rights. 

Please feel free to call me with any questions. 

Molly Holm 

38 Andrew Lane Rd . 

· MountTremper, NY 12457 

845-688-54444 



FW: Andrews Lane Fence alternative 

Fro n1. Ch ri stoph er White (cwhi @co.ul ster.ny.us) 

To mollyholmlpn @yahoo.com 

Date· Thursday, May 16, 2019 at 04:27 PM EDT 

FYI 

From: Christopher White 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 4 :00 PM 
To: Mary Joy Lu <mary_@ra ilexQlorers.net> 
Cc: Alex Catchpoole <~lex@railexQlorers.net>; Michelle Davis 
<rnL~be !le(:yra ile~p lmers .net>; JR Davis <jc@rail exQ lorers.net>; Rachel Pereira 
<rachel@r@J le~Rlo_rers .net>; Mark Stenning <mstenn ing_@ raim,0Qlorers.net> 
Subject: RE : Andrews Lane Fence alternative 

Mary Joy, 

The .fence that was promised was a sol id fence as the purpose was to create a noise and 
visual barrier, which a fence with slots does not do as effectively. The solid stockade fence 
was what Molly and Diane were promised so please redesign the fence consistent with 
that commitment. Please note that Molly and Diane are quite upset that a fence that was 
promised to be in last year is still be argued over, and they were very upset by the last 
minute attempt to change what we thought was finalized last week. 

I understand that you don 't like this solution. Please remember that the County has gone 
to great lengths to accommodate your needs , including retroactively reimbursing you 
$5 ,000 for capital project items that were not pre-approved as required in the permit (and 
therefere:-eet:1kl -hft're-been ·denied .) Our residertt-s-are--new-quite-t:tpse~so I think the 
wisest course of action is to tone down our respective frustrations and install a solid fence 
as soon as possible . 

Once you have the design completed, please let me know, and I can work with ou r Safety 
Office to line up the necessary permit. 

Thanks , 
Chris 

From : Mary Joy Lu [mailto: rnary_@ra ilexQlorers.net] 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:30 PM 
To : Christopher White <cwhi@co.ulster.ny.us<mailto:cwhi@co .ulster.ny.us>> 
Cc : Alex Catchpoole <alex@r_ail exQlorers .net<mailto :alex@rai lexQlorers .net>> ; Michelle 
Davis <1Tlichel le(g?railexQlorers.net<mailto: michelle@rai lexQlorers. net>>; JR Davis 



<Jr..@.@iJexRlorers.net<mailto:jr._@railexRlorers.net>>; Rachel Pereira 
<rachel@railexQlore rs.net<mailto:rachel@railexRlorers.net>>; Mark Stenning 
<msl~n_ning_@rai lexQlorers.net<mailto:mstenning_@railexQlorers.net>> 
Subject: Re: Andrews Lane Fence alternative 

Hi Chris, 

Alex is out in the field at present - we understand that this is an unusual and very upsetting 
situation for all of us to have had to deal with none of use are happy with the outcome. 
We are frustrated beyond belief as we never like compromising on what we consider bad 
design solutions . 
We will move forward as quickly as possible. 

Rail Explorers does not feel this is a good long term solution and will not recommend a 
fence being built on the rail ROW in the future . Any future complaints will be dealt with 
courteously with our neighbors and we would like you to forward all complaints to us. I 
hope you will support us with this going forward - building fences is not a solution. 

Thanks , 
Mary Joy 

OBJECT: Privacy fence to discourage Rail Explorer riders waving and having any 
interaction with the Holm Family, Mt Tremper 
(This will not stop noise) 

Proposal to build fence 96 foot fence = 12 x 8' wide x 6' TALL fence 
Style: Stockade Fence with 1.5 inch spacing of panels to allow airflow, small animals , 
better wind resistance, flood resistance with water flow. 
Material : white cedar or pine /cyprus 
Posts: galvanized steel uprights they have to be dug in the ground 2 feet to anch_or strong 
construction. 
Location: Western edge of railroad track along Andrews Lane approx 4-5 feet from edge of 
track. 
Requested and Authorised by: Ulster County. 

Details: 
We are looking at ordering 6' white cedar fence stockade style with 1.5" spacing of pickets 
to allow for movement and airflow. 
Natural finish. 

Schedule : 
From date of permit approval from Ulster County: allow 7-9 days for delivery. 
Installation TBD based on time order is received and paid 50% deposit. 
Installation time : 3-5 days depending on condition of soil. 

Possible Timeline Schedule : 
Monday May 20: Approval of County Permit 
Tuesday May 21: Pay for order 



* order processed and made allow two weeks* 
June 4: Fence arrives 
June 5: Installation starts (tbd based on waitlist with construction company) 
Week of June 10: Completed (Pending no unforeseen construction issues on location and 
weather permi tting) 

TBD Budget $5000 - $6000 

[ cid : image00~Qn g_@0 1 D50C00.6EA5A360][cid : image002.Qng_@0 1 D50C00.6EA5A360) 
[cid :imaqe003.Ql}g_@01 D50C00.6EA5A360] 

Mary Joy Lu 
CEO 
mary_@.@ilexQlorers .net<mailto : mary_@ railexQlorers .net> 
www.RailExp lorers.net<httQ://www.RailExQlorers.net> 

offi ce (877) 833 8588 
ce ll (917) 922 3934 

[cid: image004.jQg@01 D50C00.6E.A5A360] 

On May 16, 2019 , at 12: 12 PM , Christopher White 
<~wh i@co.ulster.ny. us<mailto :cwhi@co.ulster.ny.us>> wrote : 

Hi Alex , 

I spoke at length this morning to Molly and Diane, and they have requested that the fence 
be installed as previously discussed. The proposed tunnel with plantings does not address 
the shorter and medium term need for privacy and noise abatement, but might be 
something that could work in the longer term with the fence. The County supports Molly 
and Diane's decision , which is reasonable and consistent with promises made last year. 
As I noted previously, the County would consider the expense of the fence a capital 
improvement eligible for the $5,000 annual capital deduction from your annual use fee. 

I understand that the fence is not something that adds to the railbike experience . However, 
if you want to install the tunnel after the fence or start plantings along the fence that could 
be parleyed into a tunnel in the future (and which could beautiful the fence greatly) as they 
mature , the County would certainly consider approving the tunnel in the future. 

For now, I think it's important for Rail Explorers to move forward quickly on installing the 
fence as finalized with Michele last week in the field. The County will need a simple plan to 
approve so we can issue the necessary building permit. 

Good luck with your opening this weekend and please let me know how you 'd like to 
proceed . 



Residents of Andrew Lane and Mt.Pleasant Rd. Oct. 3, 2022 
Rail Explorers corridor 

Ulster County Planning Board 
Attn. Dennis Doyle 

Before a new contract can be approved for Rail Explorers 

1] - Synthetic wheels on all rail cars 

2] - Sound proof fencing for those requesting it 

3] - Reduction in property owners taxes 

4] - Contractual less runs per day 

5] - Limit on number of cars in a run 

6] - Proof of environmental study 

7] - Extensive training for employees 

8] - Age restriction on employees responsible for the well being of 
riders. 



Residents of Andrew Lane and Mt.Pleasant Rd. Oct .3 , 2022 
Rail Explorers corridor 
Mt. Tremper, N.Y. 

Ulster County Planning Board 
Attn. Dennis Doyle 

Reasons to end the Rail Explorers contract 

1] - Noise pollution 

2] - Decrease of property values 

3] - Disruption of wildlife and environment 

4] - Runs through a residential neighborhood 

5] - Not showing respect and concern for residence -
a) Not being a good neighbor 
b) No response to emails or an attempt at resolution 
c) Not entertaining mitigation to resolve complaints. 

6]- Preserve the natural beauty of the Catskill Mountains 

7] - Dangerous passage across Rt.28 and other roadways 

8] - Lack of sufficient training of employees 

9] - Lack of safety and care of the railcar passengers 
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Phoenicia with the inactivity of the train line, which Jameson said had brought in 6000 

riders last year. 

"Everybody has lost," said board member John Horn. "The county has lost the rental of 

the tracks, and we have lost visitors and business and sales tax." 

Rail Explorers plans cancelled for this year 

Alex Catchpoole of Rai l Explorers confirmed that his company is delaying its plans to 

conduct rail bike tours along the tracks between Phoenicia and Boiceville. Originally 

scheduled to begin operations this summer, Rail Explorers hit a snag when the last leg of 

the tour, parallel to Cold Brook Road in Boiceville, became problematic due to neighbors' 

fears about possible noise from passing bikes and environmental concerns. 

A further obstacle came from Ulster County's receipt of higher than expected bids on 

repair of three washouts along the same section of track. Chris White, Deputy Director of 

the Ulster County Planning Department, said the county is asking FEMA, which is funding 

repair of the largest of the washouts, to re-scope the project and accept a new estimate, 

although the timetable will no longer permit completion by August, as formerly projected. 

"If we can get a decision by the end of May, we can get in and do the work," said White. 

"Since Rail Explorers isn't starting this year, it won't interfere with their operations." The 

county engineers estimated $300,000 to $600,000 would be needed for the repairs, but 

the lowest bid came in at $973f l 89.71. The difference, said White, was due to the difficulty 

of access to the site. 

"We are going to delay our opening day until the spring of 20i 8," said Catchpoole. "The 

delay in track repairs has pushed our schedule past the summer, too late to start our 

operation this year. Due to opposition from Cold Brook Road residents, we're trying to 

build a tour that wil l sti ll be a great experience and accessible to everybody'. It wi ll take 

extra time, but we're still excited about opening in the Catskills, hopefully in April or May. " 

Rail Explorers formerly operated in the Adirondacks and has recently launched a tour in 

Rhode Island, where Catchpoole said, "We've had an amazing response from the state 
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Shandaken planners again delay 
decision on Catskill Mountain 
Railroad train storage 
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t. 
On May 10, the Shandaken planning board considered the long-awaited letter from town 

attorney Richard J. Olson regarding granti ng of a permit to Catskill Mountain Railroad 

(CMRR) for storage of trains on its Phoenicia property. Board members questioned 

aspects of the letter's content, which asserts that no action can be taken by the board at 

the present, and said they would ask Olson to attend the next planning board workshop 

meeting on Wednesday, May 31, at 7 p.m. 

CMRR chairman Harry Jameson echoed the board's reservations, stating that Olson did 

not have the most recent documentation on the railroad's status. He asked the board to 

approve CMRR's special permit request, despite a threat by the Phoenicia Neighbors 
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group to respond with an Artic le 78 proceeding contesting the approval, and warned that 

the railroad would launch its own Article 78 if the permit is not granted. The board voted 

unanimously to d iscuss the issue in person with Olson before making a decision. 

Olson's letter pointed out that the board cannot legally approve a permit if an unresolved 

violation is present. The railroad, facing a deadline from the county, moved its trains from 

the county tracks to CMRR property in January, without a floodplain permit. Town zoning 

officer Warren Tutt served a notice of violation, requ iring the rail road to hire an engineer to 

determine whether the presence of the train cars would cause an elevation of flood waters 

by more than one foot during a 100-year flood. At the May 10 meeting, Tutt stated, 

"CMRR responded and had a survey done. It was reviewed by their engineer and myself, 

and we determined that storage of units on the property does not indicate a negative 

environmental impact on the property. So the violation has been resolved." 

Olson further observed that town code forb ids granting a special permit for light industrial 

use in a residential zone, the only possibly applicable exception being for "public utility or 

transportation use." CMRR has been arguing that it qual ifies as a public transportation 

facility, although a 1983 document from the New York State Department of Transportation 

(DOT) states that the tourist excursion line "does not need to be treated as a railroad by 

DOT." According to the document, as a public railroad, CMRR would be required to 

"comply with the usual track standards, maintain and inspect their equipment according 

to federal and state standards, and only purchase rolling stock which would be operable 

on conventional railroads." 

Jameson said that Olson may have seen this document, but he had probably not been 
~ 

suppl ied with a more recent letter from DOT Region 8 Rail Coordinator Greg Hart, stating 

that CMRR is a public transportation entity. On March 29, the CMRR also submitted a 

letter from its lawyer, Walter E. Zu ll ig Jr., whom Jameson called an expert in rail road law 

and the bost persona! injury attorney in Fort Laudordale, also confirming that the CMRR 

was a public transportation business. 

Rod Futerfas, attorney for the Phoenicia neighbors who are trying to have the trains 

ejected from the CMRR yard, has claimed that the railroad would need be approved as a 

publ ic utility by the state's Public Service Commission or would have to be a common 

carrier. "All that jurisdiction was moved to DOT in 1971," said Jameson, who also said that 
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as neither Olson nor Futerfas has expertise in rai lroad law, accepting their judgment would 

be "like asking a plumber how to fix your roof." 

"Mr. Olson has to come to a meeting," declared planning board chair Don Brewer. "We're 

clearly not getting anywhere." The railroad's appl ication for a permit to store trains has 

been under discussion for almost six months. 

Jameson noted, "The process has been stalled primari ly by Shandaken's professional 

obstructionist who is the former Chairperson of the Ulster County Trail Committee, who is 

working in concert with the Ulster County Executive's office to destroy the Catskill 

Mountain Rail road Company so the tracks can be ripped up to construct a hiking trail. As 

well , she has used a neighbor located on Lower High Street who cannot physically see the 

proposed project area from her house as a tool to maintain opposition." 

He was referring to the former trail committee chair Kathy Nolan, now regional director for 

Catskil l Mountainkeeper, who was at the meeting, along with Phoenicia resident Anique 

Taylor, who has led the opposition to the storage of trains in the neighborhood. 

Everybody loses? 

After the meeting, the Phoenicia Neighbors issued a statement agreeing with "the written 

opin ions of both Mr. Olson and Larry Wolinsky, the lawyer for the Shandaken Zoning 

Board of Appeals, that the Shandaken Zoning Code does not permit the creation of a rail 

yard, with or without a storage1)uilding, in a residential zone. The CMRR's claims to 

special status as a railroad are unfounded and are irrelevant to the basic requirements of 

Shandaken's Zoning Code. 

"The Neighbors call upon the Zoning Enforcement Officer to set a timeline to initiate the 

imposition of fines .. . The presence in Phoenicia of what amounts to a junkyard created by 

the CMRR is a problem not only for the neighbors but also for new businesses trying to 

come into Phoenicia, such as Rail Explorers." 

Now that rai l bike company Rail Explorers has delayed the launch of its local business (see 

sidebar), planning board members expressed regret about the loss of tourists from 
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Phoenicia with the inactivity of the train line, which Jameson said had brought in 6000 

riders last year. 

"Everybody has lost," said board member John Horn. "The county has lost the rental of 

the tracks, and we have lost visitors and business and sales tax." 

Rail Explorers plans cancelled for this year 

Alex Catchpoole of Rail Explorers confirmed that his company is delaying its plans to 

conduct rail bike tours along the tracks between Phoenicia and Boiceville. Originally 

scheduled to begin operations this summer, Raii Explorers hit a snag when the last leg of 

the tour, parallel to Cold Brook Road in Boiceville, became problematic due to neighbors' 

fears about possible noise from passing bikes and environmental concerns. 

A further obstacle came from Ulster County's receipt of higher than expected bids on 

repair of three washouts along the same section of track. Chris White, Deputy Director of 

the Ulster County Planning Department, said the county is asking FEMA, which is funding 

repair of the largest of the washouts, to re-scope the project and accept a new estimate, 

although the timetable will no longer permit completion by August, as formerly projected. 

"If we can get a decision by the end of May, we can get in and do the work," said White. 
11 Since Rail Explorers isn't starting this year, it won't interfere with their operations." The 

county engineers estimated $300,000 to $600,000 would be needed for the repairs, but 

the lowest bid came in at $973'1'189.71. The difference, said V\Jhite, was due to the difficulty 

of access to the site. 

"We are going to delay our opening day until the spring of 2018," said Catchpoole. "The 

delay in track repairs has pushed our schedule past the summer, too late to start our 

operation this year. Due to opposition from Cold Brook Road residents, we're trying to 

build a tour that will still be a great experience and accessible to everybody. It will take 

extra time, but we're still excited about opening in the Catskills, hopefully in April or fVlay. " 

Rail Explorers formerly operated in the Adirondacks and has recently launcl1ed a tour in 

Rhode Island, where Catchpoole said, "We've had an amazing response from tile state 
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and the local community. Tickets are already being sold to visitors who are attracted from 

far and wide. The locals are embracing the tours as a great use for the track and an 

exciting new attraction."++ 
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