
ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

MINUTES 

MAY 8, 2018 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

6:15 PM 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN:   6:49 PM 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:  Led by Chairman Kenneth J. Ronk, Jr. 

MOMENT OF SILENT MEDITATION: 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FIRE EVACUATION PLAN 

PLEASE NOTE THAT IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS 
REQUESTED THAT LEGISLATORS AND ALL OTHERS MOVE AT LEAST ONE BLOCK 
AWAY FROM THE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN ORDER NOT TO IMPEDE THE 
FIREFIGHTERS IN THEIR DUTIES 

CELL PHONES 

Please silence cell phones for the duration of the Public Hearings. 

ROLL CALL:         Present:   19         Absent:   4 (Legislators Collins, Fabiano, Lopez,   
          Roberts) 

KENNETH J. RONK, JR., Chairman 
JAMES F. MALONEY, Vice Chairman 
MARY BETH MAIO, Majority Leader 
HECTOR S. RODRIGUEZ, Minority Leader 
VICTORIA A. FABELLA, Clerk 

P.O. Box 1800 
KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12402 

Telephone:  845 340-3900 
FAX:  845 340-3651 
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6:51 PM - CALL OF THE 1st PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:   
 
On Proposed Local Law No. 11 of 2018, A Local Law Prohibiting Conversion Therapy Upon A Minor 
Within Ulster County 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:    
 
There was (1) speaker signed up for public comment. 
 

1. Mathew Shurka, Great Neck, NY:  Mr. Shurka while sharing his personal experiences spoke in 
support of Proposed Local Law No. 11 of 2018.   
 

 
Motion by Legislator Litts, seconded by Majority Leader Maio to adjourn the public hearing.   All in 
favor. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED:  6:53 PM 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
6:53 PM - CALL OF THE 2nd PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:   
 
On Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018, A Local Law To Adopt Countywide Notification Requirements 
For The Trapping Of Free Roaming, Feral And/Or Stray Cats 
 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:    
 
There were (33) speakers signed up for public comment. 
 

1. Gina Carbonari, Exec. Dir. UC SPCA: Ms. Carbonari spoke in support of Proposed Local Law 
No. 9 of 2018 and expressed the legislation is designed to ensure neighbors are made aware of 
trapping in their neighborhood ahead of time.   
 

2. Gloria Stevenson, Bloomington: Ms. Stevenson spoke in opposition to Proposed Local Law No. 
9 of 2018.   

 

3. Richard S. Feldman, Shokan: Mr. Feldman is a professor of Environmental Science at Marist 
College who spoke about domestic cats being among the world’s 100 most significant invasive 
species, and a definitive host for Toxoplasma spread via cat feces. 
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4. Robert Strong, Delmar, NY: Mr. Strong represents Responsible Animal Care USA in Rensselaer
County (RAC). RAC USA has concerns with Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018 as written.

5. Liz Wassell, Tillson: Ms. Wassell read her email sent to the Legislature in support of Proposed
Local Law No. 9. 

6. Sue McDonough, Rensselaer, NY:  Ms. McDonough a retired NYS Trooper of 26 years spoke
in support of enforcing a cat licensing law.

7. Tracey Collins, Albany, NY:  Ms. Collins read a statement opposing Proposed Local law No. 9
of 2018 written by Carol Ryan, Town of Denning who could not attend tonight’s meeting.

8. Jean Daniels, Albany, NY: Ms. Daniels who represents the Board of NYS Human Association
spoke in opposition to Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018.

9. John Scheib, Burnt Hills, NY: Mr. Scheib feels it is our duty to protect all cats and raise the
level of care - same as a dog.  Mr. Scheib spoke in opposition of this proposed legislation stating
it is legally flawed -TNR is against the law.

10. Gail Mihocko, Accord:  Ms. Mihocko is the founder and Director of Project Cat.  Ms. Mihocko
spoke of her deep affection for cats and concern for their wellbeing and invited the Legislature
to visit her small shelter to learn more about them.

11. Barbara Fornal, Accord:  Ms. Fornal expressed the state Ag and Market Law 375 (5) 355 states
TNR is illegal and a misdemeanor, therefore Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018 is illegal.  Ms.
Fornal would like to see new legislation that addresses both cats and dogs requiring registration
and microchips.

12. Arlene Burhans, Kingston:  Ms. Burhans spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 9 of
2018. 

13. Kim Kelly, Bloomington: Ms. Kelly spoke to the growing need for mandated laws to control the
growing numbers of abandoned felines and afford cats the same rights as dogs.

14. Geri Ritchie, Highland:  Ms. Ritchie a volunteer and supporter of the Project Cat opposed
Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018.

15. Rayna Clarke, Kingston: Ms. Clarke opposes Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018.

16. Leslie Lansing, Kingston: Ms. Lansing opposes Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018 in favor of
banning the return of feral cats to the wild and to establish regulations regarding domestic cats.

17. Annie Mardiney, Rosendale:  Ms. Mardiney expressed cats should be regulated the same as
dogs.  This would have clear, helpful and humane guidelines to follow when making decisions.

18. Jean Jacobs, Kingston: Ms. Jacobs spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018.
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19. Lisa McEwen, Newburgh:  Ms. McEwen spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 9 of
2018. 

20. Lee Isaacs, Kingston:  Ms. Isaacs congratulated the Legislature for reinventing the wheel and
shared her experiences previously on the City of Kingston Cat Task Force.

21. Janet Levinson, Kingston: Ms. Levinson cares for feral cats and shared her experience having
her pet trapped and euthanized.

22. Stephen Hagopian, Kingston: Mr. Hagopian spoke to potential emanate domain, potential
county lawsuits, and the proposed law being inconsistent with state law.

23. Kim Letus, Kingston: Ms. Letus formally served on the City of Kingston Cat Task Force and
advocate for feral cats, spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018.

24. Jodie Lomeli, Washingtonville, NY: Ms. Lomeli spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 9
of 2018.  

25. Howard Baul, Kerhonkson: Mr. Baul spoke in absolute opposition to Proposed Local Law No. 9
of 2018. 

26. Dr. Laura Stein, Cornwall, NY:  Dr. Stein spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 9 of
2018. 

27. Terence P. Ward, New Paltz, NY: Mr. Ward supports Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018 and
just as the county animal abuse registry protects those without a voice, so too would a rescuer
registry.

28. Susan Kaplan, New Paltz:  Ms. Kaplan spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018
and also a rescue registry.

29. Rachel McCrystal, Woodstock:  Ms. McCrystal read a letter supporting Proposed Local Law
No. 9 of 2018 on behalf of Jeff Lydon, Managing Director of the Woodstock Farm Sanctuary
who could not attend tonight’s meeting.

30. Jolie Dunham, Lake Katrine: Ms. Dunham spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 9 of
2018. 

31.  Jill M. Spero, Kerhonkson: Ms. Spero who runs a TNR program in NYC spoke in 
opposition to both Project Cat and Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018.

32.  Carnie Chapman, Rosendale: Ms. Chapman volunteers as a cat rescuer and supports Proposed 
Local Law No. 9 of 2018. 

33. Rebecca Diamond, Hurley: Ms. Diamond strongly opposes Proposed Local Law No. 9 of 2018,
noting TNR violates the Ag and Markets law section 374, subdivision 5 that prevents the release
of animals once in custody of shelter or an animal control officer.



MINUTES 
PAGE 5  
MAY 8, 2018 
 
 
Please Note: Complete content of the public comment period can be heard on the Ulster County 
Legislative Website. 
 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts, seconded by Majority Leader Maio to adjourn the public hearing.   All in 
favor. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED:  8:12 PM 
 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM: 
 
Ulster County Chairman 
  NYS Ag & Markets Letter, Request            
                                                                                                    For Information on PLL No. 9 of 2018  
NYS Humane Association Board, Kingston  Letter, Opposing PLL No. 9 of 2018 
Teresa Chagrin, PETA  Literature, Opposing PLL No. 9 of 2018 
Concerned Citizens  (44) In Support of PLL No. 9 of 2018 
Concerned Citizens  (23) In Opposition of PLL No. 9 of 2018  
   
 
 
                
NEXT MEETING:  
 
The next Regular Meeting of the Ulster County Legislature will be held next Tuesday, May 15, 2018 
at 7:00 PM in the Legislative Chambers, Sixth Floor, Ulster County Office Building, 244 Fair Street, 
Kingston, New York.  
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