
ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

APRIL 10, 2018 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 

 
6:15 PM 

 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN:   6:15 PM 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:  Led by Chairman Kenneth J. Ronk, Jr. 
 
 
MOMENT OF SILENT MEDITATION:  
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

FIRE EVACUATION PLAN 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS 
REQUESTED THAT LEGISLATORS AND ALL OTHERS MOVE AT LEAST ONE BLOCK 
AWAY FROM THE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN ORDER NOT TO IMPEDE THE 
FIREFIGHTERS IN THEIR DUTIES 
 
 
CELL PHONES 
 
Please silence cell phones for the duration of the Public Hearings. 
         
 
 
 

 
KENNETH J. RONK, JR., Chairman 
JAMES F. MALONEY, Vice Chairman 
MARY BETH MAIO, Majority Leader 
HECTOR S. RODRIGUEZ, Minority Leader 
VICTORIA A. FABELLA, Clerk 
 
 

P.O. Box 1800 
KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12402 

Telephone:  845 340-3900 
FAX:  845 340-3651 
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ROLL CALL:              Present:      16               Absent:   7       (Legislators Collins, Deluane,            
                                                                                                      Eckert, Fabiano, Heppner, 
                                                                                                      Maio, Roberts) 

            
 
 
 
6:17 PM - CALL OF THE 1st PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:   
 
Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 7 Of 2018, A Local Law To Reduce Addiction To 
Tobacco Products By Raising The Minimum Age For Their Purchase to 21 
 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:    
 
There were (20) speakers signed up for public comment. 
 

1. Vince Martello, Dir. Community Health Relations UC Health Dept.: Mr. Martello reviewed 
the costs of tobacco in terms of lives cut short, unnecessary suffering and healthcare costs due 
to smoking related diseases, and supported Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018.   
 

2. Checko Miller, Rosendale: Mr. Miller spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018. 
 

3. Greg Howard, Exec. Director of Community Action: Mr. Howard spoke in support of 
Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018. 

 

4. Kristina Wieneke, Public Policy Director for the American Lung Assoc. NY:  Ms. Wieneke 
spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018 and passed around a Juul vaporizor. 
 

5. Marge Gagnon, Stone Ridge: Ms. Gagnon, a health and human service professional and 
registered nurse for over 35 years, spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018. 

 

6. Megan Conroy, Kingston: Ms. Conroy with Ulster Prevention Council spoke in support of 
Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018. 

 

7. Diane Moore, Kingston: Ms. Moore with Tobacco Free Action spoke in support of Proposed 
Local Law No. 7 of 2018. 
 

8. Tajh Iniguez, Kingston: Mr. Iniguez shared his experience with an underage child asking him 
to purchase cigarettes.  Mr. Iniguez supports Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018. 
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9. Nasir Robinson, Kingston: Mr. Robinson spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 
2018. 
 

10. Emma Britten, Kingston: Ms. Britten, a student, spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 
7 of 2018. 
 

11. Kyleel Ellniguez, Kingston: Mr. Ellniguez asked for Legislators’ support to help reduce 
smoking in his community by enacting Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018. 
 

12. Melinda Herzog, Kingston: Ms. Herzog, on behalf of Healthy Ulster Council, spoke in support 
of Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018.    
 

13. Allen Nace, Kingston: Mr. Nace who works in the field of addiction and dependence spoke in  
support of Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018.    

 

14. Mary Ann Forgey, Kingston: Ms. Forgey, a professor at Fordham University, spoke in support 
of Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018.    
 

15. Evelyn Clarke, UC Director Youth Bureau Port Ewen: Ms Clarke spoke in support of 
Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018. 

 

16. Alex Stier, Olive Country Store/Home Plate Deli: Mr. Stier would like the law to reflect 
possession of tobacco as being illegal for minors - not just the purchase of the product.  The 
individual needs to take responsibility for them self.  

 

17. Jim Calvin, President NYS Assoc. Convenient Stores, Albany: Mr. Calvin agrees that youth 
access to tobacco should be restricted, however Mr. Calvin is of the belief that the law won’t 
work if surrounding counties do not also raise the age to purchase to 21 yrs.  Mr. Calvin would 
like to see a possession law passed vs. penalizing retailers doing their job every day in 
preventing youth access from tobacco. 

 

18. Ellen Reinhard, Kingston: Ms. Reinhard, with Health Alliance of the Hudson Valley, spoke in 
support of Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018. 

 

19. Julie Hart, Gov’.t Relations Dir. American Cancer Society: Ms. Hart spoke in support of 
Proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2018. 

 

20. Heidi Kirschner, Kingston YMCA:  Ms. Kirschner spoke in support of Proposed Local Law 
No. 7 of 2018. 

 
 
Motion by Legislator Herbert Litts, second by Minority Leader Hector Rodriguez to adjourn the 
public hearing.  All in favor. 
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Please Note:  Complete content of the public comment period can be heard on the Ulster County 
Legislative Website. 
 
Please Note: Additionally submitted were (45) written statements of support for Proposed Local Law 
No. 7 of 2018 for the formal record.  
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 6:58 PM 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
6:58 PM - CALL OF THE 2nd PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:   
  
Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 8 Of 2018, A Local Law Amending Local Law 6 Of 
2014, To Improve And Strengthen The Sustainable Energy Loan Program 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:    
 
 
There was (1) speaker signed up for public comment. 
 

1. Sarah Smiley, Dir. Members Services Energy Improvement Corp.(EIC), Yorktown Heights.:  
Since 2015 EIC, a not-for-profit local development corporation acting on the behalf of Ulster 
County, has made funds available to qualified property owners for the installation of 
renewable energy systems and energy-efficient measures through a Property Assessed Clean 
Energy (PACE) Finance program. Ms. Smiley spoke about changes to the program on the state 
level, pursuant to Article 5-L of the NY General Municipal Law, which aims to make the 
program more accessible.   

 
 
Please Note:  Complete content of the public comment period can be heard on the Ulster County 
Legislative Website. 
 
  
Motion by Legislator Herbert Litts, second by Minority Leader Hector Rodriguez to adjourn the 
public hearing.  All in favor. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 7:01 PM 
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NEXT MEETING:  
 
The next Regular Meeting of the Ulster County Legislature will be held next Tuesday, April 17, 
2018 at 7:00 PM in the Legislative Chambers, Sixth Floor, Ulster County Office Building, 244 Fair 
Street, Kingston, New York.  
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