
ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

NOVEMBER 12, 2019 
 

   PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

6:00 PM 
 

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIRWOMAN:  6:00 PM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG: Led by Chairwoman Tracey A. Bartels. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENT MEDITATION:  
 
 
                                                              ANNOUNCEMENTS     
 
 
FIRE EVACUATION PLAN 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS 
REQUESTED THAT LEGISLATORS AND ALL OTHERS MOVE AT LEAST ONE BLOCK 
AWAY FROM THE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN ORDER NOT TO IMPEDE THE 
FIREFIGHTERS IN THEIR DUTIES 
 
 
CELL PHONES 
 
Please silence cell phones for the duration of the Public Hearings. 
 
 
ROLL CALL:                    Present:  17                    Absent:   6 (Legislators Eckert, Fabiano, Petit,   
                                                                                                      Rodriguez, Woltman, Wawro)      
 
Note: Legislator Wawro arrived at 6:04 PM 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TRACEY A. BARTELS, Chairwoman 
DAVID B. DONALDSON, Vice Chairman 
JONATHAN R. HEPPNER, Majority Leader 
KENNETH J. RONK, JR., Minority Leader 
VICTORIA A. FABELLA, Clerk 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 1800 
KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12402 

Telephone:  845 340-3900 
FAX:  845 340-3651 
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6:03 PM - CALL OF THE 1ST PUBLIC HEARING: On the Proposed 2020 Ulster County Budget 
and the Proposed 2020 – 2025 Capital Program  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
There were no speakers signed up for public comment. 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts second by Legislator Donaldson to adjourn the public hearing. All in 
favor. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 6:04 PM 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6:05 PM - CALL OF THE 2ND PUBLIC HEARING: In accordance with Article 2, Section 202 of 
the New York State Eminent Domain Procedure Law ("EDPL") on a Proposed Public Project (PIN 
8761.82) to construct the Ulster County Midtown Linear Park 
 
Ulster County Department of Planning Deputy Director Chris White provided an overview of 
eminent domain procedure law terms and conditions along with the project overview.  Robert Cook 
of the law firm Cook, Netter, Cloonan, Kurtz & Murphy, PC spoke briefly regarding the 
acquisitions. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
There were (2) speakers signed up for public comment.   
 

1. Ted Griese, Kingston: Mr. Griese, Operations Manager for the Kingston Land Trust spoke in 
support of the development of the Kingston Midtown Lineal Park. 
 

2. Kevin Smith: Mr. Smith when called upon elected not to speak. 
 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts second by Legislator Donaldson to adjourn the public hearing.  All in 
favor. 
 
Please Note:  Complete content of the public comment period can be heard on the Ulster County 
Legislative Website. 
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PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 6:17 PM 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6:17 PM - CALL OF THE 3RD PUBLIC HEARING:  On Proposed Local Law No. 10 Of 2019, A 
Local Law Regarding Campaign Finance Reform in Ulster County 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
There were 14 speakers signed up for public comment. There were 34 verbal and written comments 
filed with the UC Legislative Clerk in opposition to Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2019. 
 

1. Henry Bartosik, Wawarsing: Mr. Bartosik was not in attendance when called upon to speak. 
 

2. Cynthia Wagner, Wawarsing: Ms. Wagner opposes Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2019. 
 

3. Sam Kniffen, New Paltz: Mr. Kniffen opposes Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2019. 
 

4. Janet Knott, High Falls: Ms. Knot 29-year county employee and current Ulster County CSEA 
President spoke in opposition to Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2019. 
 

5. Todd Schmidt, Town of Ulster: Mr. Schmidt, CSEA Local 856 President, CSEA Region 3 
Political Action Chair and Vice President, spoke in opposition to Proposed Local Law No. 10 
of 2019. 
 

6. Tom Denton, New Paltz: Mr. Denton spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 
2019. 
 

7. Attilio Contini, Rosendale: Mr. Contini opposes Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2019. 
 

8. Howard Baul, Wawarsing:  Mr. Baul opposes Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2019. 
 

9. Cynthia Bell, Town of Ulster: Ms. Bell, President of League of Women Voters of the Mid-
Hudson Region, and participant on the proposed law subcommittee spoke in support of 
campaign finance reform. 
 

10. Thomas Maerling, Wawarsing:  Mr. Maerling opposes Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2019. 
 

11. Penny Coleman, Rosendale: Ms. Coleman spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 
2019. 
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12. Ellisa Tucci, Woodstock: Ms. Tucci spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2019. 
 

13. Todd Wolgamuth, Woodtock: Mr. Wolgamuth spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 
10 of 2019. 
 

14. Gai Galitzine, Kingston: Ms. Galitzine spoke in support of Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 
2019. 

 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts second by Legislator Donaldson to adjourn the public hearing.  All in 
favor. 
 
 
Please Note:  Complete content of the public comment period can be heard on the Ulster County 
Legislative Website. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 6:49 PM 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6:50 PM - CALL OF THE 4th PUBLIC HEARING: Ulster County Community Development 
Block Grant Funds (CDBG) Administered By The New York State Homes And Community 
Renewal Ulster County Homeownership Program 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
There were no speakers signed up for public comment. 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts second by Legislator Donaldson to adjourn the public hearing.  All in 
favor. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 6:50 PM 
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NEXT MEETING: 
 
There are two additional Public Hearings on the Proposed 2020 Ulster County Budget and the 
Proposed 2020 – 2025 Capital Program scheduled for: 
 

• Tomorrow Night – Wednesday, November 13, 2019 – Woodstock Community Center, 56 
Rock City Rd., Woodstock, New York, 12498 at 6:00 PM 

 
• Thursday, November 14, 2019 – Lloyd Town Hall, 12 Church Street, Highland, New York, 

12528 at 6:00 PM 
 
 
The next Regular Meeting of the Ulster County Legislature will be held on November 19, 2019 at 
7:00 PM in the Legislative Chambers, Sixth Floor, Ulster County Office Building, 244 Fair Street, 
Kingston, New York.  
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