
ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

MINUTES 

AUGUST 11, 2020 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

6:15 PM 

Powered by Zoom. Meeting ID: 982 8635 1219 
And By Telephone (646) 558-8656 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIR:   6:34 PM 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG AND MOMENT OF SILENT MEDITATION: 
 Led by Legislator Peter Criswell. 

ROLL CALL:         Present:   19               Absent:   4 (Legislators Fabiano, Parete, Roberts, &    
  Wawro) 

Note: Legislator Wawro present by phone at 6:38 PM, back on video at 6:52 PM. 

6:15 PM - CALL OF THE 1st PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:  6:36 PM 

On Proposed Local Law No. 8 Of 2020, A Local Law Amending The Ulster County Charter, (Local Law 
No. 2 Of 2006), And Amending The Administrative Code For the County Of Ulster, (Local Law No. 10 
Of 2008), To Clarify Budget Modification After Adoption 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were no speakers signed up for public comment.  

Motion by Legislator Litts, second by Minority Leader Ronk to adjourn the public hearing.  All in favor. 

DAVID B. DONALDSON, Chairman 
TRACEY A. BARTELS, Vice Chairwoman 
JONATHAN R. HEPPNER, Majority Leader 
KENNETH J. RONK, JR., Minority Leader 
VICTORIA A. FABELLA, Clerk 

P.O. Box 1800 
KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12402 

Telephone:  845 340-3900 
FAX:  845 340-3651 
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PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED: 6:37 PM  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6:20 PM - CALL OF THE 2nd PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:  6:37 PM 

On The Sale And/Or Transfer Of Lands Owned By Ulster County Located At Golden Hill, City Of 
Kingston To A Local Development Corporation 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   There were three speakers signed up for public comment. (See Transcript) 

1. Matt Colangelo, Glen St. Kingston
2. Ellen DiFalco, Glen St. Kingston
3. Susan Reif, Glen St. Kingston

Motion by Legislator Litts, second by Legislator Bruno to adjourn the public hearing.  All in favor. 

PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED:  6:50 PM 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6:25 PM - CALL OF THE 3rd PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:  6:50 PM 

On Proposed Local Law No. 10 Of 2020, A Local Law Amending Local Law No. 10 of 2015, A Local 
Law Amending Local Law No. 10 Of 2008 (A Local Law Adopting An Administrative Code For The 
County Of Ulster, State Of New York), Pertaining To Change Orders And/Or Amendments To Contracts 
Equal To Or Exceeding $50,000.00 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were no speakers signed up for public comment.  

Motion by Legislator Bruno, second by Legislator Litts to adjourn the public hearing.  All in favor. 

PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED:  6:51 PM 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6:30 PM - CALL OF THE 4th PUBLIC HEARING BY CLERK:  6:51 PM 

As Required Under Article 25AA Of The Agriculture And Markets Law, On The Addition Of Lands To 
Agricultural Districts, To Be Held August 11, 2020 At 6:30 PM, Or As Soon Thereafter As The Public 
Can Be Heard, And Providing Direct Notice To Affected Municipalities 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   There was one speaker signed up for public comment. (See Transcript) 

1. Joe DeGroodt, Town of Shawangunk

Motion by Legislator Litts, second by Legislator Bruno to adjourn the public hearing.  All in favor. 

PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED:  6:55 PM 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Regular Meeting of the Ulster County Legislature will be held next Tuesday, August 18, 2020 
at 7:00 PM.  Further Meeting details shall be forthcoming.     

Motion by Legislator Litts, second by Legislator Petit to adjourn.  All in favor. 
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ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

 

 TRANSCRIPT 

AUGUST 11, 2020 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

6:15 PM 

Powered by Zoom. Meeting ID 982 8635 1219 

And By Telephone (646) 558-8656 

Legislator Heppner   
You're on mute, Chairman Donaldson. 

Chairman Donaldson  
Sorry about that. I'll call the meeting order. I'd like everybody to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance and if 
Legislator Criswell could lead us in the allegiance and remain standing for a moment of silence. 

Legislator Criswell   
I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the republic for which it stands, one nation, 
under God, indivisible with liberty and justice for all. 

Chairman Donaldson  
All right be seated.  Madam Clerk. Can you call the first Public Hearing to order? 

Clerk Fabella  
I'm going go ahead and take roll call first. Let's do a... 

DAVID B.  DONALDSON, Chairman 
TRACEY A. BARTELS, Vice Chairwoman 
JONATHAN R. HEPPNER, Majority Leader 
KENNETH J. RONK, JR.,  Minority Leader 
VICTORIA A. FABELLA, Clerk 

P.O. Box 1800 

KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12402 

Telephone:  845 340-3900 
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Clerk Fabella   
Archer. 
 
Legislator Archer   
Here. 
 
Clerk Fabella 
Bartels. 
 
Legislator Bartels 
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella  
Bruno. 
 
Legislator Bruno   
Here. 
 
Clerk Fabella  
Cahill. 
 
Legislator Cahill   
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella  
Corcoran. 
 
Legislator Corcoran   
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella  
Criswell. 
 
Legislator Criswell  
Here. 
 
Clerk Fabella   
Delaune. Delaune I saw. Yep. Okay. 
 
Clerk Fabella   
Donaldson.  
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Chairman Donaldson   
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella   
Fabiano. 

 
Clerk Fabella   
Gavaris.  
 
Legislator Gavaris   
Present. 
 
Clerk Fabella   
Greene 
 
Legislator Greene  
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella   
Haynes. 
 
Legislator Haynes   
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella   
Heppner. 
 
Legislator Heppner  
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella   
Litts.  
 
Legislator Litts  
Here.  
 
 
Clerk Fabella   
Lopez.  
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Legislator Lopez   
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella   
Maio.  
 
Legislator Maio   
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella  
Parete.  

 
Clerk Fabella   
Petit.  
 
Legislator Petit  
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella  
Roberts. 
 
Clerk Fabella   
Ronk. 
 
Legislator Ronk   
Present 
 
Clerk Fabella   
Uchitelle. 
 
Legislator Uchitelle   
Here. 
 
Clerk Fabella  
Walter.  
 
Legislator Walter  
Here.  
 
Clerk Fabella   
And Wawro. All right, so, Wawro is not here at the moment.  So, that's nineteen present and four absent.  
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Clerk Fabella  
Tonight's first Public Hearing is on Proposed Local Law No. 8 Of 2020. A local law amending the Ulster County 
Charter. And amending the Ulster County administrative code to clarify budget modification after adoption.  

Clerk Fabella   
And we currently have no speakers signed up for this public hearing. 

Chairman Donaldson  
Okay, there's no speaker signed up. I'd entertain a motion to adjourn that public meeting. 

Legislator Litts  
So moved. 

Legislator Ronk 
Second. 

Chairman Donaldson  
All those in favor? 

Legislative Members 
Aye.  

Chairman Donaldson   
Opposed? None. Adjourned. 

Clerk Fabella   
Tonight's second public hearing is on the Sale And/or Transfer Of Lands Owned By Ulster County Located At 
Golden Hill, City Of Kingston To A Local Development Corporation.  

Clerk Fabella 
On this one we do have written comment that was submitted and circulated to you that will be considered official 
record and that is from personal comments from a private citizen Ellen DiFalco, as well as the petition she filed on 
behalf of 45 residents. Mr. Matt Colangelo also has public comment on file, but he is also here to speak. 

Chairman Donaldson  
Matt?  
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Matthew Colangelo  
Yes. 

Chairman Donaldson 
You’re on. 

Matthew Colangelo  
All right. So, I guess I'm speaking on behalf of the people that filed a petition for the residence on Glen, Marius, 
Green Hill and the Boulevard. So, we submitted the petition. I personally knocked on every single door. These are 
statements or testaments from the people that are going to be directly impacted. I think we're all in support of the 
housing, most of us are anyway, that's not really our gripe. Our gripe is long standing. 

Matthew Colangelo  
The issue regarding egress and ingress into the Golden Hill complex, which houses some of the largest, if not the 
largest employers in the City, and they're continuing to use Glen Street, Maris, and Greenkill as the main, or one of 
the main sources of entry. There is multiple instances of complaints that date back to the 1970s. And really what 
we're asking for is remediation of that as part of the development.  It is long overdue. We believe that it should be 
done. Glen Street does not meet roadway safety design. It would have to widened. The traffic volume is ridiculous, 
especially during the day. So, shoe-horning... I don't how many apartments you're building. The proposals that you 
have not been released to the public, we don't know. But we are asking that you take into consideration those impacts. 
Otherwise we will pursue litigation in order to have a court determine what is or isn't reasonable when it comes to 
the impact. That's really the crux of our, or at least for me, and most of the residents that I personally spoke with, 
have. 

Matthew Colangelo 
Some of the other issues I just want clarity on. I don't know if anybody can answer this, how the debris from the jail 
will be removed? You know will Glen St., Marius, and Greenkill be used as a main artery for that? Because exiting 
onto Route 32 from Golden Hill drive is dangerous. So, tractor trailers or truckloads full of debris could be a problem. 
I don't know if they'll be a flagger or some sort of traffic control device.  And then just with regards to development, 
but, you know, if there's a way to get the tax incentives discussed prior to, I think that would be great. We're seeing 
a lot of development occur in Ulster County that kind of put the cart before the horse, if you will. I think any tax 
breaks or incentives should really be discussed prior to, in particular with housing. Any impact to the school district 
with regards to increased enrollment should really be at the forefront of that discussion. So, hopefully, you know, 
that will be discussed prior to, or as part of the development process. Like I said, you know, we're all huge supporters 
of housing, affordable housing, and making sure everybody has a place to reside. But we certainly hope that it is 
equitable across all the taxing jurisdictions. That's pretty much it. I appreciate the time. Thank you very much. 

Chairman Donaldson 
Thank you, Matt. 
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Clerk Fabella  
Mr. Chairman, there were several people that joined late that we did not ask if they wanted to speak so it's up to 
you if you want to ask. 

Chairman Donaldson   
Yeah, could I try to figure out how to stroll down this. Jay, is there somebody that could actually send a text to say 
that they want to speak? 

Clerk Fabella   
They can use the chat feature if they want to. But if they can also unmute themselves and speak. 

Chairman Donaldson   
Ellen DiFalco, was she able to get audio? My understanding she wanted to speak. 

Ellen DiFalco 
Hi, David. 

Chairman Donaldson 
Is that you, Ellen?  

Ellen DiFalco   
Yes, this is Ellen DiFalco. How are you? 

Chairman Donaldson   
Very good. You have the floor, Ellen. 

Ellen DiFalco  
Well, thank you so much for the opportunity to address all of you this evening. You probably have my very lengthy 
statement in your possession. But I did want to just elaborate on the fact that there are other surplus properties in 
the county that perhaps fit the criteria for affordable, mixed income, workforce or low income housing. And we, the 
City of Kingston, we're already saturated with subsidized housing. And we only have 13% of the county's population. 
And it doesn't seem fair that the former jail parcel should be the first site chosen for housing development. We have 
our fair share of housing complexes. And I believe that when there are 20 towns and three villages in the county, it's 
time for other communities to be part of the affordable housing equation.  I completely understand that the county 
finances are very shaky right now. And the sale of this property might solve a few of your financial woes. But it's 
disingenuous, in my opinion, to move on this property right now when residents and stakeholders are not able to 
participate in these types of conversations online. It is very cumbersome for a lot of people. We want to be face-to-
face with all of you. And that should be very concerning for you right now. And the fact that this property has set 
idle for all of these years, what seems to be the rush? 
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Ellen DiFalco 
It's also very perplexing when Dennis Doyle, County Planner, makes comments at a City Laws and Rules meeting 
relative to the intensity of the use of the former jail site. He believes that the traffic is not likely to increase at Golden 
Hill. And we've been plagued with traffic issues for years. He knows this. He's been provided with numerous volumes 
of documentation. And some of you might have that documentation, as well. And I believe that, and this is my 
opinion, that this particular property, the former jail on Golden Hill Drive, is not the best fit for affordable housing. 
And it's not suitable as a solution to meet the affordable housing shortfall when there are other alternatives. And you 
should be looking at all of them. And thank you for your time. And I look forward to seeing you in person someday. 

Chairman Donaldson  
Thank you, Ellen.  

Chairman Donaldson  
Does Terence Ward, do you wish to speak, Terence? 

Terence Ward   
No, I'm just here to report. 

Chairman Donaldson   
Very good. Thank you, Terence. Does anyone else wish to speak? 

Clerk Fabella   
Chairman there is a woman on video who keeps saying she wants to speak and keep speaking but she's needs to 
unmute herself. There's nothing we can do about it. 

Chairman Donaldson   
Where is she? Which one? 

Clerk Fabella  
She's looking for her mute button right now. 

Chairman Donaldson 
Yeah, I don't see her. 

Clerk Fabella   
Yeah, there's nothing we can do about it. She really is trying but there we can't undo it. 

Susan Reif 
Hello. 
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Clerk Fabella  
She did it. 

Chairman Donaldson  
There you go. 

Susan Reif
Hello.  

Chairman Donaldson  
Yes. Go ahead. 

Clerk Fabella  
We need to know your name though for the record my name. 

Susan Reif
Okay. Hello, my name is Susan Reif, my property borders the jail, okay. I have a lot of land right there and I don't 
think that selling it and developing it to low-income housing is really beneficial to the people in this area. I feel that 
I already pay astronomical amount of taxes. And I'm opposed to having more low-income housing in this area, which 
is going to disrupt what we already have. I mean, I get it. There's other places to look for low-income housing, I feel 
that we're saturated in our area, and in Ulster County. And I also feel that it is going to lower my property value by 
putting that in this area, it's going to make my property value go down, and all of my taxes go up. And I just don't 
feel that it's a good fit for that to happen there. I think that even the traffic volume on 32, from the jail going on to 
32, it's an issue. But also, bordering my property, can you guarantee that all of that nonsense isn't going to come over 
onto my property? Once it's up and going and this low-income housing is brought up into this area.? 

Chairman Donaldson   
Alright, thank you, Susan. 

Susan Reif  
Okay, so where do we go from here? 

Chairman Donaldson  
As a point of information, on public hearings, the legislature cannot speak. They are only allowed to listen. 

Susan Reif 
Okay, so I had already planned to come to the meeting and, and speak and say, you know, what is it exactly that they 
plan on doing? I mean, you know is... who is going to be on these committees that that say it's okay? I hope it's not 
the same kind of committees that were responsible for moving the jail across the street and building the new jail and 
it's already crumbling. Like, I'm not, I'm trying to understand who they're selling to. Is it somebody else that's going 
to sell them the land, okay, and then they're going to keep the maintenance on the land? Or what is actually going to 
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go to partake in all this? What's going to what's going to happen to what's already there, they're going to tear the jail 
down and throw up condos of, for low-income? I don't know I have a lot of questions that aren't resolved. And I'm 
opposed to this whole project taking off when, you know one that's directly affected by it. 

Chairman Donaldson   
Alrighty. Thank you, Susan Reif. Is there anyone else that would like to speak? 

Chairman Donaldson   
Bert, Bert Samuelson. Bert, would you like to speak? 

Bert Samuelson   
No, I'm just listening tonight, cuz... just listening. 

Chairman Donaldson  
Thank you, Bert.  

Bert Samuelson  
You're welcome. 

Legislator Litts   
I'll make a motion to close the public hearing. 

Chairman Donaldson  
All right. It looks like there's no one else who wishes to speak. I'll entertain that motion. 

Legislator Bruno 
I'll second it. 

Chairman Donaldson   
By Legislator Litts and seconded by... 

Legislator Bruno 
Al Bruno. 

Chairman Donaldson   
Al Bruno. All those in favor? 

Legislative Members  
Aye.  
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Chairman Donaldson   
Any opposed? None. None being opposed. 
 
 
 
 
Clerk Fabella   
Tonight's third Public Hearing is on Proposed Local Law No. 10 of 2020, A Local Law amending Local Law No. 10 
of 2015, to Pertaining to Change Orders And/or Amendments To Contracts Equal To Or Exceeding $50,000.00.  
 
Clerk Fabella  
And there are no speakers, that we are aware of, for this hearing. 
 
Chairman Donaldson   
Nobody's yelling out. Alrighty.  
 
Legislator Bruno  
I'm make a motion to close Public Hearing; there's no speakers.  
 
Legislator Litts   
Second. 
 
Chairman Donaldson   
Seconded by... made by Bruno, seconded by Litts. All those in favor?  
 
Legislative Members   
Aye.  
 
Chairman Donaldson   
Any opposed? Hearing none, the Public Hearing is closed. 
 
 
 
 
Clerk Fabella   
And tonight's final Public Hearing is being conducted, as required under Article 25-AA, of the Agriculture and 
Markets Law, on the addition of lands to... I don't know why I'm having trouble with that. Agricultural, Agricultural 
Districts to be held...You know what I'm talking about, right?  Ag District Annual Inclusion Public Hearing. Okay. 
 
Chairman Donaldson  
Easy for you to say. 
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Clerk Fabella  
Right. So, on this one, we did have a lot of public comments submitted by one of the property owners, that their 
properties being recommended to be included. He is also here with us tonight, although he said he didn't want to 
speak I don't know if he does now. That's Joe DeGroodt. 
 
Chairman Donaldson  
Joe, we'd like to hear you speak. 
 
Joe DeGroodt   
Yes, I originally did say I wasn't not going to. But after listening to everybody speak, I figured I might as well take 
the opportunity. Yes, I do have two lots that are on the list for inclusion into the Ag District. I did respond. I think 
everybody probably got the letters, emails to a lot of questions that came up. This has been a farm for over 35 years. 
There was some question about the inclusion of one of the lots, but that lot I think I included in the email is directly 
on the farm, related to the farm, all about supporting the farm. It has trees, probably upwards of over 1000 trees on 
the lot. So, you know, I know there were some questions, and I hope I hope the emails that I sent out ahead of time, 
answers those questions. We did go to a last-minute meeting, last Thursday, that the town held in regards. So, I 
believe at the meeting, we thought we sufficiently answered all of the questions. I did try to get a copy of the minutes 
to submit. But the minutes are not out yet. The letter that the town did move forward is not exactly what we heard 
at the meeting. 
 
Joe DeGroodt   
So, I'm hoping that eventually the actual minutes will come out and reflect that. So, again, I'm not sure, I'm kind of 
new to this, not sure where it goes from here. But I certainly hope, because I got a farm that's in jeopardy. And you 
know, we are doing exactly what we were supposed to do to try to sustain the farm. And besides that, the farm, you 
know, the county did their own research. This land was all Ag District all the way dated back to World War II. It just 
recently went to ARG 4, and we were also surrounded by farms. I think that's it. I know this is not a question and 
answers forum. So, I think that's it. 
 
Chairman Donaldson  
Thank you, Mr. DeGroodt. I appreciate it.  
 
Chairman Donaldson   
Is there anyone else wishes to speak on the Ag Farm District? 
 
Clerk Fabella  
And we do have the letter that Mr. DeGroodt was referencing from the Town of Shawangunk, that is also part of 
the official record, and was also sent to each of you individually. 
 
Chairman Donaldson   
Very good. Thank you. I'll entertain a motion to adjourn. 
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Legislator Litts   
I'll make a motion that we adjourn the public hearing. 
 
Chairman Donaldson  
Seconded by Al Bruno. 
 
Chairman Donaldson  
All those in favor?  
 
Legislative Members  
Aye.  
 
Chairman Donaldson   
None opposed. It is adjourned.  
 
 
 
Chairman Donaldson   
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 18, 2020, at 7pm. And it will be a virtual meeting. I can add a 
quick understanding. We went through, I spoke with many of you and I understand where many people stood. And 
it was somewhat, not really consensus, that the committee meetings continue Zoom. But it was a majority. On the 
other one is much more divided in whether we come back or not. The problem with it is that when I'm looking at 
the way we're dealing with the COVID, and the idea with masks, that means we don't like to wear a mask in this 
room. With the mics between us, I think it's going to be a problem if we attempted to try to do a regular meeting, 
although I would like to do that. But I think this one's going to... this one will be a virtual meeting on the 18th.  
 
Chairman Donaldson   
And I thank everybody for getting back with me to talk to me about it. Particularly a few people that were very 
gracious in saying whatever I did was okay. Which is, you know, you don't get that often. But anyway, thank you and 
I'll see you again. 
 
Legislator Litts  
I'll make a motion for adjournment. 
 
Legislator Petit   
I'll second.  
 
Chairman Donaldson   
All those in favor?  
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Legislative Members  
Aye.  
 
Chairman Donaldson 

 
 Any opposed? Hearing none, we are adjourned. Thank you. 
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