
 ULSTER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

MAY 24, 2018 
 

SPECIAL SESSION MEETING  
 

5:30 PM 
 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN: 5:41 PM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG AND MOMENT OF SILENT MEDITATION:  
Led by Chairman Kenneth Ronk, Jr. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
FIRE EVACUATION PLAN 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS 
REQUESTED THAT LEGISLATORS AND ALL OTHERS MOVE AT LEAST ONE BLOCK 
AWAY FROM THE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN ORDER NOT TO IMPEDE THE 
FIREFIGHTERS IN THEIR DUTIES 
 
 
CELL PHONES  
 
Please silence cell phones for the duration of the Special Session. 
 
 
 
MICROPHONES 
 
Please be reminded to use your microphones when speaking so that you are recorded for the official 
record.        
             
 
 
 
 

 
KENNETH J. RONK, JR.  Chairman 
JAMES F. MALONEY, Vice Chairman 
MARY BETH MAIO, Majority Leader 
HECTOR S. RODRIGUEZ, Minority Leader 
VICTORIA A. FABELLA, Clerk 
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KINGSTON, NEW YORK 12402 
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ROLL CALL:                   Present:   18             Absent: 5 (Legislators Donaldson, Eckert,   
                                                                                                       Greene, Maio, Wawro)  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE:  
 
Chairman Kenneth Ronk recognized Majority Whip Lopez for the purposes of a motion, seconded by 
Minority Leader Rodriguez to enter Committee of the Whole. Motion passed unanimously. Chairman 
Ronk called upon Legislator Richard Gerentine to assume the role of Chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole. 
 
County Executive Kenneth Crannell, Director of Probation Nancy Schmidt, Rashida Tyler from the 
County Attorney’s Office, Director of Purchasing Marc Rider, Deputy Budget Director Jamie Capuano, 
and DPW Commissioner Tom Jackson presented information and answered questions pertaining to 
work the Ulster County Restorative Justice and Community Empowerment Center.  (See attached 
handout) 
 
 
MOTION NO. 1                   Moved to Consider Resolution Nos. 199, 201, 202, 203 as a Block 
 
Motion Made By:                 Legislator Litts 
Motion Seconded By:           Legislator Rodriguez 
 
Resolution No. 199:  Amending Capital Project No. 512, Probation Building Construction – To 
Accommodate The Ulster County Restorative Justice And Community Empowerment Center –  
Amending The 2018-2023 Ulster County Capital Improvement Program - Amending The 2018  
Capital Fund Budget – Public Works (Building And Grounds) 
  
Resolution No. 201:  Approving The Execution Of A Contract In Excess Of $50,000.00 Entered 
Into By The County – Ferrari & Sons, Inc. – Department Of Public Works 
 
Resolution No. 202:  Approving The Execution Of A Contract In Excess Of $50,000.00 Entered  
Into By The County – J & J Sass Electric, Inc. – Department Of Public Works 
 
Resolution No. 203:  Approving The Execution Of A Contract In Excess Of $50,000.00 Entered  
Into By The County – Vamco Sheet Metal, Inc. – Department Of Public Works 
 
Discussion: None 
Roll Call Vote: No 
Voting In Favor: 18 
Voting Against: 0 
Disposition: Motion Carried 
 
 
MOTION NO. 2                   Moved to Adopt Blocked Resolution Nos. 199, 201, 202, 203  
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Motion Made By:                 Legislator Litts 
Motion Seconded By:           Legislator Rodriguez 
 
Discussion: None 
Roll Call Vote: No 
Voting In Favor: 18 
Voting Against: 0 
Disposition: Resolutions Adopted 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Adjournment of the Committee Of The Whole 
 
Motion Made By:        Legislator Rodriguez 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Litts 
No. of Votes in Favor: 18 
No. of Votes Against:  0 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   
 
 
There were (8) speakers signed up for public comment. 
 

1. Michael Berg:  Mr. Berg Director of Family of Woodstock spoke in favor of the 180 Program 
and UC Restorative Justice Program and Center.   
 

2. Nardia Bennett: Ms. Bennett spoke in support of the Restorative Justice Program and Center and 
asked the Legislature to make the right decision. 
 

3. Albert Cook II: Mr. Cook, a history teacher in New Paltz, spoke about how mental illness was 
addressed in the early 1800’s - equating it to today’s justice system solution of incarceration. 
Mr. Cook supports the Restorative Justice Program and Center.   

 

4. Melinie Forstrom: Ms. Forstrom, a volunteer with the Family of Woodstock 180 Program, spoke 
about human adolescent brain development and the power of restorative justice.  

 

5. Rev. Patrina Torres: Ms. Torres shared how the justice system negatively impacted her life and 
the lives of her family, and applauds Ulster County’s support of the Restorative Justice Program 
helping youth become productive members of society. 

 
 

6. Rev. Reyes Torres: Mr. Torres spoke of his work as a Chaplin in the New York State prison 
system and his support the UC Restorative Justice Program. 
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7. Marco Ochoa: Mr. Ochoa representing the Hispanic community spoke in support of the UC 
Restorative Justice Program. 

 

8. Robin Andrade: Ms. Andrade a local architect expressed young people already in the system 
need mentors and a support system. 

 
Please Note:  Complete content of the public comment period can be heard on the Ulster County 
Legislative Website. 
 
Chairman Ronk asked for a motion to block vote Resolution Nos. 199, 201, 202 and 203.  Legislator 
Rodriguez motioned, seconded by Legislator Litts to Block Vote Resolution Nos. 199, 201, 202 and 
203.  All were in favor.  Carried 
 
RESOLUTION NOS: 199 - 203 

  
Resolutions 

 
199 Amending Capital Project No. 512, Probation Building Construction – 

To Accommodate The Ulster County Restorative Justice And 
Community Empowerment Center – Amending The 2018-2023 Ulster 
County Capital Improvement Program - Amending The 2018 Capital 
Fund Budget – Public Works (Building And Grounds) 

 
ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 
                                                     AYES:  18                NOES: 0 
                                                     (Absent:  Legislators Donaldson, Eckert, Greene,   
                                                      Maio, Wawro) 
 

200 
BOND 

Authorizing Probation Building Reconstruction To Accommodate The 
Ulster County Restorative Justice And Community Empowerment 
Center, In And For The County Of Ulster, New York, At A Maximum 
Estimated Cost Of $2,842,200.00, And Authorizing The Issuance Of 
$2,842,200.00 Bonds Of Said County To Pay The Cost Thereof 
 
                         ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING LONG ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 
                                                     AYES:  18                NOES: 0 
                                                     (Absent:  Legislators Donaldson, Eckert, Greene,   
                                                      Maio, Wawro) 
 
 

201 Approving The Execution Of A Contract In Excess Of $50,000.00 
Entered Into By The County – Ferrari & Sons, Inc. – Department Of 
Public Works 
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ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     18               NOES:     0 
(Absent: Legislators Donaldson, Eckert, Greene, 
Maio, and Wawro)      

 
202 Approving The Execution Of A Contract In Excess Of $50,000.00 

Entered Into By The County – J & J Sass Electric, Inc. – Department Of 
Public Works 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     18               NOES:     0 
(Absent: Legislators Donaldson, Eckert, Greene, 
Maio, and Wawro)      

 
203 Approving The Execution Of A Contract In Excess Of $50,000.00 

Entered Into By The County – Vamco Sheet Metal, Inc. – Department Of 
Public Works 
 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
 
AYES:     18               NOES:     0 
(Absent: Legislators Donaldson, Eckert, Greene, 
Maio, and Wawro)      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion by Legislator Litts, seconded by Legislator Rodriguez, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor. 
 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED:  7:17 PM    
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NEXT MEETING:  
 
A public hearing on the Tentative Budget of the Ulster County Community College for the year 2018 - 
2019 will be held on Tuesday, June 12, 2018 at 6:30 PM in the College Lounge, Vanderlyn Hall, 
Ulster County Community College, Stone Ridge, New York.  
 
The next Regular Meeting of the Ulster County Legislature will be held on June 19, 2018 at 7:00 PM 
in the Legislative Chambers. 
 
Resolution deadline is this Wednesday, May 30, 2018 at 12 Noon.  
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