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8.8 million tons of 
plastics enter our 
oceans every year.



By 2025, for every 
3 pounds of fish 
there will be 1 

pound of plastics.



Sea birds 
mistake 
red or 
orange 
plastic 
bottle 
caps 

for shrimp
.



Plastics Are 
Made From 
Chemicals 
and Fossil 

Fuels

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

Fossil fuels are: coal, 
oil and gas.

Today, mostly made 
from a by-product 
of gas: ethane

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Oil_well.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


The dangers of fracking

Ethane gas







PLASTIC PACKAGING CONTAINS TOXIC ADDITIVES



PFOA is used 
as lining in food 

packaging



There are twice as many 
microplastics in bottled 
water than in tap water.





WE CANNOT 
RECYCLE OUR 

WAY OUT OF THIS 
PROBLEM









BeyondPlastics.org
BeyondPlastics@Bennington.edu



THE 
PLASTIC
TRIFECTA

BAGS

STRAWS

POLYSTYRENE



WHERE TO BEGIN TO 
WORK ON THE PLASTIC 
TRIFECTA?

1.In your life
2.On your campus
3.Civic organizations
4.Faith groups
5.City councils or Town board
6.County legislature
7.State legislature













ARE YOU IN?



Follow us on Social Media:
Twitter: @plasticsbeyond
Facebook: Beyond Plastics

Instagram: @beyondplasticsbennington



Bennington College, Beyond 
Plastics

One College Drive
Bennington, Vermont  05201

www.BeyondPlastics.org


