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Health, Human Services & Housing Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

 
DATE & TIME:   May 3, 2023 – 5:00 PM  
LOCATION:   KL Binder Library, 6th Floor, County Office Building 
PRESIDING OFFICER: Chair Uchitelle 
LEGISLATIVE STAFF: Jay Mahler, Deputy Clerk 
PRESENT: Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit and Stewart 
ABSENT:    Legislator Lopez 
QUORUM PRESENT:  Yes 
 
OTHER ATTENDEES:  Legislator Hewitt, Commissioner Iapoce – Department of Social Services; 
Commissioner Smith & Mr. Gibney – Department of Health; Commissioner MacDonald & Katrine Carney 
– Department of Mental Health; Director Koppenhaver – Office for the Aging; Director Doyle – Planning 
Department; Director Litwin – Recovery & Resilience; Deputy County Executive Contreras – County 
Executive’s Office; Executive Director Michael Berg – Family of Woodstock, Inc; Director Baxter – Ulster 
Prevention Council, Executive Director Macnamara & Alicia S. – Samadhi 
 
Chair Uchitelle called the meeting to order at 5:03 PM.  
 

   
 Motion No. 1:  MOTION to APPROVE the Minutes of April 3, 2023 Regular 

Meeting 
 

      Motion Made By:  Legislator Petit 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Nolan 
 
Discussion:    
 
None. Hearing none, Chair Uchitelle called for a vote to approve the minutes. 
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0  
Disposition:   Minutes APPROVED 
  
 
Chair Uchitelle advised the members that Executive Director Baxter from the Ulster Prevention Council and 
Executive Director Berg from Family of Woodstock were in attendance to give brief presentations to the 
committee.  
 
Executive Director Baxter provided the members with an overview of the Ulster Prevention Council, 
including the operation and curriculum of school- and community-based prevention programs Too Good For 
Drugs, Too Good For Violence, Teen Intervene, and The Circle, which support the health and safety of Ulster 
County youth, with a primary focus on middle and elementary school aged students. Additionally, Director 
Baxter discussed parent engagement, restorative justice and informational events led by the Ulster Prevention 
Council, and available grant funding to continue these programs.  
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Executive Director Berg provided the members with an overview of the meals served to individuals in 
emergency housing shelters, the work and housing search requirements and sobriety protocols that residents 
in emergency housing must abide by, a county commitment to increase the per diem for room rentals, recent 
wage increases for Family of Woodstock employees, the extent to which the organization can enforce 
cleanliness amongst service-users, and the relationship between the Ulster County Department of Social 
Services (DSS) and Family of Woodstock.  
 
Legislator Petit clarified with Executive Director Berg that Family of Woodstock pays for housing at a faster 
rate than DSS.  
 
Executive Director Berg discussed the benefits of rental assistance as opposed to emergency housing, the 
lack of furniture storage for service-users, existing and upcoming programs to address food insecurity, the 
support Family of Woodstock could use in funding its homelessness, domestic violence, restorative justice, 
childcare and adolescent services and criminal justice programs, and the need for equitable spread of services 
throughout the county. 
 
 
Chair Uchitelle modified the order of the Resolutions to accommodate departments with time conflicts.  
 
Resolutions for the May 16, 2023 Legislative Session: 

 
Resolution No. 277 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract Amendment For $25,000.00, Causing   The 
Aggregate Contract Plus Amendment Amount To Be In Excess Of $50,000.00, Entered Into By The  County 
– Jewish Family Services Of Ulster County Inc. – Office For The Aging 
 
Resolution Summary: This Resolution approves the execution of a contract amendment in the amount of 
$25,000.00 with Jewish Family Services of Ulster County to extend the term of agreement for enhanced case 
management services to keep Office for the Aging clients safely in their homes by connecting them with 
supports and services through June 30, 2024. 100% County. 
 
Motion No. 2:   Moved Resolution No. 277 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Petit 
 
Discussion:  

 
Chair Uchitelle recognized Office of the Aging Director Koppenhaver to provide the members with an 
overview of the case management services this Resolution provides for service-users in need of Medicaid 
approval.  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there were any questions or discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor 
of the Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
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Resolution No. 273 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $797,000.00 Entered Into By The County 
– Samadhi Center Inc. – Department of Mental Health 
 
Resolution Summary: Approves the execution of a contract in the amount of $797,000.00 with Samadhi 
Center Inc. to operate an outpatient and substance use disorder withdrawal and stabilization services program 
for a term from January 1, 2023 – December 31, 2023. 
 
Motion No. 3:   Moved Resolution No. 273 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Stewart 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Erner 
 
Discussion:  
 
Chair Uchitelle recognized Department of Mental Health Commissioner MacDonald to provide the members 
with an overview of the four comprehensive outpatient service programs this Resolution provides for service-
users with substance use disorders to support their recovery or harm reduction. Chair Uchitelle recognized 
Deputy Executive Contreras to contextualize current and possible funding sources to support and continue 
this work.  
 
Legislator Petit inquired if this program is different from that which is offered by the Crisis Stabilization 
Center, and if there are additional certifications to shorten the timeline of Samadhi’s billing capabilities. 
Chair Uchitelle recognized Samadhi Director McNamara, who clarified that this program is an OASAS 
outpatient clinic, different from the Samadhi Outreach Center, and that Samadhi is undergoing the 
credentialing process and are currently billable.  
 
Legislator Erner inquired if Samadhi has any presence at 122 Clinton Avenue, to which Director McNamara 
answered no. Legislator Ener also asked how people can be connected to this program, and Commissioner 
MacDonald replied that these services are accessible directly or through county case management.  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the 
Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Abstention:   Legislator Nolan 
Votes in Favor:              5 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 

 
Resolution No. 288 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $1,500,000.00 Entered Into By The 
County – RUPCO, Inc. – Department of Planning 
 
Resolution Summary: Approves the execution of a contract in the amount of $1,500,000.00 with RUPCO 
for the implementation of an affordable rental upgrade campaign including marketing, eligibility 
determination, work scope, and contractor management and monitoring from June 1, 2023 – December 31, 
2024. 100% County.  
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Motion No. 4:   Moved Resolution No. 288 FOR DISCUSSION 
 

Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Petit 
 
Discussion:  
 
Chair Uchitelle advised the members that the contract implements the budget amendments that the 
Legislature adopted as part of the 2023 Budget process. Director Doyle gave the members a summary of the 
program. He advised the members that the contract was awarded through an RFP process. In response to 
comments about the administrative fees included in the contract, he advised the members that 17% is in 
keeping with CDBG program administration fees allowable by State guidance. Legislator Erner commented 
that the plan mentioned outreach to the Latinx community and asked if outreach to other communities was 
also planned. Director Doyle responded that the contract proposal includes a marketing plan. He added that 
geographic dispersion with focus on disadvantaged communities was a priority.  
 
Chair Uchitelle commented that he was surprised to see how involved RUPCO would be in the management 
of the program as opposed to a direct reimbursement model. Director Doyle stated that they did not feel there 
was enough oversight or verification without that level of oversight. Chair Uchitelle stated that the feedback 
he received when introducing the budget amendment was to require a more stringent verification process.  
 
The members briefly discussed placing the burden of proof of income qualification on the tenant.  
  
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the 
Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
Resolution No. 289 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $1,750,000.00 Entered Into By The 
County – RUPCO, Inc. – Department of Planning 
 
Resolution Summary: Approves the execution of a contract in the amount of $1,750,000.00 with RUPCO 
as the sub-recipient of funds from NYS Housing Trust Fund Corporation for implementation of the Plus One 
ADU program to provide direct assistance to low and moderate income homeowners for the creation of 
accessory dwelling units in income qualified owner-occupied housing units from June 1, 2023 – June 1, 
2025. 100% State. 
 
Motion No. 5:   Moved Resolution No. 289 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Erner 
 
Discussion:  
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Chair Uchitelle reminded the members that the contract implements the program which was adopted by the 
committee and Legislature the previous month. Director Doyle gave a brief summary of the program 
highlighting that the unit may not be used as a short term rental.  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the 
Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
Resolution No. 275 – Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Execute An Agreement 
With The New York State Department Of Health, Bureau Of Immunization – Department Of Health  
 
Resolution Summary: Authorizes the Chair to enter an agreement with NYS DOH Bureau of Immunization 
in the amount of $457,380.00 to provide funds to continue the Immunization Action Plan to increase 
childhood immunization and adult immunization rates through education and public awareness campaigns, 
for the period April 1, 2023 through March 31, 2028.  
 
Motion No. 6:   Moved Resolution No. 275 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan  
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Petit 
 
Discussion:  
 
Commissioner Smooth explained that funding is received from the state and is intended to promote 
vaccination through education. It does not fund the vaccination itself but does partially pay for nursing staff. 
Legislator Hewitt asked who the main educational body of the campaign will be. Dr. Smith responded that 
the Department of health will be. The members briefly discussed the move away from vaccine clinics to 
doctor office and pharmacy based services.  

 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the 
Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
Resolution No. 276 – Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Execute A Contract And 
Any Amendments To The Contract With The New York State Department Of Health To Continue The WIC 
(Women, Infants And Children) Program – Department Of Health  
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Resolution Summary: Authorizes the Chair to enter an agreement with NYS DOH in the amount of 
$4,350,500.00 to continue the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Program for pregnant women, 
breastfeeding women, postpartum women, infants and children who are receiving supplemental foods or food 
instruments under the Program, and the breastfed infants of participant breastfeeding women, for the period 
October 1, 2023 through September 30, 2028. 
 
Motion No. 7:   Moved Resolution No. 276 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Stewart 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Nolan 
 
Discussion:  
 
Commissioner Smith briefly described the program history. Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other 
discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
Resolution No. 217 – Amending Capital Project No. 598 – Crisis Stabilization Center – Amending The 2023 
Capital Fund Budget - Closing Costs For The Purchase Of 368 Broadway - ARPA - Department Of Finance, 
Division Of Recovery And Resilience 

 
Resolution Summary: Amends Capital Project 598 – Crisis Stabilization Center to increase the 
$2,000,000.00 allocated amount for purchase of the property and closing costs by $56,442.18. 
 
Motion No. 8:   Moved Resolution No. 217 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Petit 
 
Discussion: 
 
Director Litwin explained that the Resolution was reviewed by the ARPA Committee and was passed by 
them. He explained that the resolution reflects the additional amount necessary for closing costs to complete 
the purchase of the building. Chair Uchitelle asked if the additional money is coming from ARPA funds. 
Director Litwin confirmed yes. The members briefly discussed who would be responsible for the 
maintenance, renovation, etc. moving forward. Deputy County Executive Contreras responded that once 
ARPA funds are expended the operation of the Crisis Stabilization Center will be housed in the Department 
of Public Works.  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the 
resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
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Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
 
Resolution No. 274 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For $74,985.00 Entered Into By The County 
– Ellenville Regional Hospital – Department of Mental Health 
 
Resolution Summary: Approves the execution of a contract in the amount of $74,985.00 with Ellenville 
Regional Hospital to create a collaborative workgroup to implement harm reduction and education program 
as part of the Opioid Spike Response Protocol for a term from January 1, 2023 – December 31, 2023. 100% 
Other. 
 
Motion No. 9:   Moved Resolution No. 274 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Corcoran 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Nolan  

 
Discussion: 

 
Commissioner MacDonald advised the members that the contract is for outreach and stated that Ellenville 
Regional Hospital is the leader in rural health surrounding opioid use disorder. Legislator Stewart stated that 
he appreciated the contract with Ellenville Hospital to ensure services are spread throughout the county.  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the 
resolution.  

 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
Resolution No. 270 – Confirming Reappointment Of Members To The Community Services Board’s 
Persons With Developmental Disabilities Subcommittee 
 
Resolution Summary: Confirms the reappointment of Jeanette DeBeaumont, Anne Flanagan Kelly and 
Maureen Sheehan to the Community Service’s Board Subcommittee on People with Developmental 
Disabilities for terms to expire on December 31, 2026.  
 
Motion No. 10:   Moved Resolution No. 270 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Petit 

 
Discussion: 

 
Uchitelle asked if there was any discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the resolution. 
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Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
Resolution No. 271 – Confirming Appointment Of Member To The Community Services Board’s Substance 
Abuse Subcommittee 
 
Resolution Summary: Confirms the appointment of Lisa McDonald to the Community Service’s Board 
Subcommittee on Substance Abuse for a term to expire on December 31, 2026.  
 
Motion No. 11:   Moved Resolution No. 271 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Corcoran 

 
Discussion:  

 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the 
Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
Resolution No. 222 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Abilities First, Inc. – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 223 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Advanced Therapy, P.T., O.T., S.L.P., Psychologist, Registered Professional 
Nurse (RN), PLLC – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 224 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Caterina Agnello – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 225 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – AM Speech Services PLLC– Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 226 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – NYARC, Inc. DBA The ARC Greater Hudson Valley – Department Of Social 
Services 

 
Resolution No. 227 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – NYSARC, Inc. DBA The ARC Mid-Hudson – Department Of Social Services 
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Resolution No. 228 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Renata Basile Crimi – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 229 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Best Friends Services Inc. – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 230 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Claudia Calaceto – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 231 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Center For Spectrum Services – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 232 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Communicate To Connect, Inc – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 233 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Caryn Cornielle – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 234 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Sarah Corrigan – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 235 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Kristen Culjak – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 236 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Michelle Eckert – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 237 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Kelly Ann Ferrara – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 238 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Frank M. Volz, Jr., PhD DBA Dr. Frank M. Volz, Jr. And Associates – 
Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 239 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Gelsomino And Davis Speech, Occupational, Physical Therapy Services, 
PLLC – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 240 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Alexandra Hafner – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 241 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Inspire: Orange County Cerebral Palsy Association, Inc. – Department Of 
Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 242 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Katskill Kids PT, SLP, Psychology, RN, OT & LMSW, PLLC – Department 
Of Social Services 
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Resolution No. 243 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Laura Kochon – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 244 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Therese Lane – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 245 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Learning Together Inc. – Department Of Social Services 
 
Resolution No. 246 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Liberty Resources Psychology, Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy, 
PLLC – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 247 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – LK Therapy PT, OT And SLP, PLLC – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 248 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Mid-Hudson Valley Early Education Center – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 249 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Carolyn M Machonis, O.T., PLLC DBA Milestones For Munchkins – 
Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 250 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Moving Mountains Occupational Therapy, P.C. – Department Of Social 
Services 

 
Resolution No. 251 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Joanna Nadoolman – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 252 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Doreen O'Keeffe – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 253 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Family And Educational Consultants, LLC DBA Partnership For Education 
– Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 254 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Jennifer Prue – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 255 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Gina Pugliese – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 256 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Allyson Shannon – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 257 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Judy Shapiro – Department Of Social Services 
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Resolution No. 258 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Sharon Jolly & Associates Audiology, Speech Language Pathology, 
Psychology, LMSW, PT & OT, LLC – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 259 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – SLP Communication Foundations, PLLC – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 260 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Jesse Smith – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 261 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Social Circle Speech And Language, LLC – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 262 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Therapy Partners In OT, PT And Speech-Language Pathology, PLLC DBA 
Thrive By 5 OT, PT, And Speech-Language Pathology – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 263 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Mary M. Wilsey – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 264 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract For Rates Anticipated To Exceed $50,000.00, 
Entered Into By The County – Wraparound Services Of The Hudson Valley, Inc. – Department Of Social 
Services 
 
Resolution Nos. 222 – 264 Summary: Thes Resolutions adopt contracts with various vendors for Rates 
Anticipated to exceed $50,000 to provide preschool education services to children with disabilities through 
programs approved under Section 4410 of the NYS Education Law and in compliance with Part 200 of the 
Regulations of the Commissioner of Education. 
 

 
Chair Uchitelle advised the members that Resolution Nos. 222 - 264 are all for contracts for preschool 
education services which may include speech language pathology, audiological services, interpreting 
services, psychological services, physical therapy, occupational therapy, counseling services, etc.   
 
Chair Uchitelle asked for a motion to Block Resolution Nos. 222 – 264. 
 
Motion No. 12:   Moved to BLOCK Resolution Nos. 222 - 264 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Erner 
 
Discussion:  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of blocking the 
Resolutions.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
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Disposition:   RESOLUTION NOS. 222 - 264 BLOCKED 
 

Discussion:  
 

Commissioner Iapoce introduced Deputy Commissioner Wood how formerly served as the director of early 
intervention services in the county. Deputy Commissioner Wood gave the members a brief overview of the 
program and the county’s responsibility to provide services to preschool age children. Legislator Erner 
mentioned that an Appendix A for programs specifics, but in each case the document was blank and asked if 
copies could be provided. The members briefly discussed the term of the contract and the relation to 
payments, and how many vendors were returning or new. Legislator Petit asked if these services were only 
for DSS recipients. Deputy Commissioner Wood responded that children in need of services are sometime 
identified through other DSS service, the program is for all preschool age children.  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any further discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the 
blocked Resolutions.  

 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION NOS. 222 - 264 ADOPTED 
 
 
Resolution No. 265 – Approving The Execution Of A Contract Amendment For $72,500.00 Entered Into 
By The County – James McGuinness & Associates, Inc. – Department of Social Services 

Resolution Summary: Approves the execution of a contract amendment in the amount of $72,000.00 with 
James McGuinness & Associates to extend the term of agreement for software support for the Preschool 
Special Education Services program, including processing of Medicaid claims. New Contract Amount: 
$238,250.00. 59.5% State, 40.5% County 

Motion No. 13:   Moved Resolution No. 265 FOR DISCUSSION 
 

Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Petit  
 
Discussion:  
 
Deputy Commissioner Wood briefly explained that the software supports the preschool education program, 
including data collection and billing.  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any further discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the 
Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
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Resolution No. 266 – Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Execute An Inter-
Municipal Agreement For The Preschool Special Education And Related Services Program With The 
Kingston City School District – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 267 – Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Execute An Inter-
Municipal Agreement For The Preschool Special Education And Related Services Program With The 
Onteora Central School District – Department Of Social Services 

 
Resolution No. 268 – Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Execute An Inter-
Municipal Agreement For The Preschool Special Education And Related Services Program With The 
Rondout Valley Central School District – Department Of Social Services 
 
Resolution No. 269 – Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Execute An Inter-
Municipal Agreement For The Preschool Special Education And Related Services Program With The Tri-
Valley Central School District – Department Of Social Services 
 
Resolution Nos. 266 - 269 Summary: These Resolutions authorize the Chair to execute intermunicipal 
agreements with the Kingston City, Onteora Central, Rondout Valley Central and Tri-Valley Central School 
Districts respectively for the Preschool Special Education and Related Services Program for the period July 
1, 2023 through June 30, 2027. 
 
Chair Uchitelle explained that the resolutions are intermunicipal agreement for the preschool education 
services.  
 
Motion No. 14:   Moved to BLOCK Resolution Nos. 266 - 269 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Erner 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Nolan 
 
Discussion:  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of blocking the 
Resolutions.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION NOS. 266 - 269 BLOCKED 

 
Discussion:  

 
Legislator Stewart inquired as to why there were variances in funding. Deputy Commissioner Wood 
responded that the funding is directly tied to the number of students served and the IEPs for each student.  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the blocked 
Resolutions.  

 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
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Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION NOS. 266 - 269 ADOPTED 
 

 
Resolution No. 272 – Appointing Member To The Ulster County Community Action Committee, Inc., Board 
Of Directors 
 
Resolution Summary: Confirms the appointment of Legislator Gina Hansut to the UC Community Action 
Committee, Inc. Board of Directors for a term to expire December 31, 2023 due to Legislator Petit’s 
resignation. 
 
Motion No. 15:   Moved Resolution No. 272 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Erner 
 
Discussion:  

 
Chair Uchitelle advised the members that the resolution was appoint a Legislator to the board. He asked if 
there was any discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Petit, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   None   
Votes in Favor:              6 
Votes Against:   0 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
Resolution No. 126 – Dedicating Funding To Housing Justice 
 
Resolution Summary: Dedicates $20 million to the Housing Justice Assigned Fund from 2022 unassigned 
fund balance.  
 
Motion No. 16:   Moved Resolution No. 126 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Stewart 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Erner 

 
Discussion:  

 
Chair Uchitelle stated the County Executive’s recent announcement about the creation of a Housing Action 
Fund was exciting and that he has asked for a presentation on the fund to be made at a special meeting of the 
committee. He asked for postponement of the resolution to allow the Executive to describe her proposal. 
Legislator Petit expressed her frustration with the delay in adopting Resolution No. 126 and policies to start 
addressing the housing crisis. Deputy County Executive Contreras assured the members that the Executive’s 
Office is working on solutions and acknowledged the members frustration. 
 



15 
 

Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other discussion and hearing none asked for a motion to postpone the 
Resolution.  
 
Motion No. 17:   Moved to POSTPONE Resolution No. 126 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Erner 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Nolan 

 
Discussion:  

 
Legislator Petit stated that she was opposed to postponement. Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other 
discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of postponing the Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Erner, Nolan, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   Legislator Petit   
Votes in Favor:              5 
Votes Against:   1 
Disposition:   RESOLUUTION POSTPONED 
 
The members briefly discussed the details of the special meeting.  
 
 
Resolution No. 127 – Establishing A Policy To Prioritize Meals For Ulster County Residents Living In 
Emergency Housing 
 
Resolution Summary: Establishes a policy requiring the issuance of a Request For Proposal (RFP) on behalf 
of Ulster County to seek a vendor who shall assess need and prepare and deliver meals daily to all residents 
placed in Emergency Housing hotels and motels within Ulster County.  
 
Motion No. 18:   Moved Resolution No. 127 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Erner 

 
Discussion:  

 
Chair Uchitelle commented on the complexity of the emergency housing situation. He added that he has had 
conversations with the county executive’s team since initially introducing the resolution and that there are 
some legitimate questions about the logistics of administering this program. He added that the matter became 
more complicated with one of the largest hotel venues being deemed unsuitable.  
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other discussion and hearing none asked for a motion to postpone the 
Resolution.  
 
Motion No. 19:   Moved to Postpone Resolution No. 127 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Nolan 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Corcoran 

 
Discussion:  
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Legislator Petit expressed her frustration with postponement. Chair Uchitelle responded that he understood 
and appreciated her frustration but wanted to allow time for the County Executive’s review of the emergency 
housing situation to move forward before initiating a new program. He added that he would like the 
conversation to remain in the Health, Human Services and Housing Committee as opposed to Ways and 
means where the measure would likely stall. Deputy County Executive Contreras acknowledged the 
members’ frustration and stated that emergency feeding will be part of the assessment. Legislator Nolan 
agreed with postponing the resolution as more information is gathered. They complemented Chair Uchitelle 
with requesting postponement so the conversation could remain in the committee. The members and Deputy 
County Executive Contreras briefly discussed the possibility of members visiting some emergency housing 
locations.  
 
Commissioner Smith briefly discussed the Department of Health’s role in permitting temporary residences 
and advised the members that there are 98 permitted residences in Ulster County. She added that of the 98 
facilities 25 are currently housing clients under emergency housing. Legislator Petit reiterated her frustration 
and stated that there is a clear immediate need, adding that people can’t eat retroactively. She referred to a 
recent call from Legislator Erner recalling an account of a family that did not have shelter and had not eaten 
in three days. 
 
Legislator Nolan commented that when they hear of a family in that circumstance their question and concern 
is how to connect them to services that currently exist and to identify how and where they were unable to 
make that connection. Chair Uchitelle pointed out that the policy being advanced in the resolution would not 
capture that family. Commissioner Iapoce agreed with Legislator Nolan that services for a family in the 
situation described currently exist. He added that there are often challenges when navigating around 
individual preferences and choices when attempting to engage and secure emergency shelter or other 
services. He stated that the DSS does not place individuals in facilities that are not permitted. He continued 
by saying that recent events have risen awareness and a recognition that emergency housing and transitional 
housing is a collective responsibility. He stated his desire for each municipality to have a community shelter 
and transitional housing facility. He also offered that the system was not designed to permanently house 
people, which is one of the reasons the county has reached the stressor point. He advised the members that 
pre COVID people were housed for 3 weeks to 45 days and then transitioned to a permanent affordable 
housing unit. .The lack of available affordable housing has created periods of extended stays in emergency 
facilities. He closed his comments by speaking to the dedication of the DSS staff who deal with crisis 
situation daily. 
 
Legislator Petit commented that she hoped the closing of the one emergency housing facility serve as a 
warning to others. She commented to Commissioner Iapoce that he and his office are not the system and 
apologized for their frustration with the situation and the system. Deputy County Executive Contreras echoed 
Commissioner Iapoce’s comments and stated the importance of not being reactive. Commissioner Smith 
emphasized that the temporary facilities were not built for the long term nature of placements, and have seen 
increased wear and tear. Legislator Nolan asked if there was something that could be done to encourage the 
permitted facilities that are not currently housing people to begin doing so. The members briefly discussed 
outreach, attempts and challenges with the facilities.  
 
Legislator Erner expressed his frustration and anger at the situation and that those who are in need of the 
services are not in the room debating the quality and accessibility. He added that he felt hotels were given 
too much leeway and leverage to refuse to place individuals. The members and Commissioner Iapoce 
discussed interactions with hotels and clients and the many challenges that both can pose.  
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Chair Uchitelle stated that they have deviated from the resolution and the motion on the table. He added that 
in light of recent events he knew the subject would come up at some point in the evening. He added he was 
glad the committee was having the conversation and thanked everyone for their comments.  
 
He asked if there was any other discussion on the motion to postpone and hearing none called for a vote in 
favor of postponing the Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran, Nolan, Stewart and Uchitelle 
Voting Against:   Legislators Erner & Petit   
Votes in Favor:              4 
Votes Against:   2 
Disposition:   RESOLUTION POSTPONED 
 
 
Resolution No. 134 – Supporting Freedom Of Choice In Relation To COVID-19 Shots 
 
Resolution Summary: This is a Memorializing Resolution supporting individual choice in receiving the 
COVID-19 vaccine(s). 
 
Motion No. 19:   Moved Resolution No. 134 FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Petit 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Erner 
 
Discussion:  

 
Chair Uchitelle recognized Legislator Hewitt, sponsor of the resolution to discuss amendments. Legislator 
Hewitt advised the members there were two amendments before them which were drafted in an attempt to 
remove some contentious language and components. He highlighted the large profits pharmaceutical 
companies made during the COVID pandemic and the change in guidance on the type of vaccine 
recommended by the CDC. Legislator Nolan stated that they agreed with many of Legislator Hewitt’s points, 
but did not see them reflected in the text of the resolution. They added that the resolution as written does 
seem to paint vaccinations in a bad light and they did not support that stance.  
 
The members briefly discussed the public perception of the intent and purpose of the vaccination as it related 
to immunity verses survivability. They members continued the discussion of past mandates and effects on 
employment as well as effects on immunocompromised individuals, children and the elderly.  Commissioner 
Smith commented that public health officials have an obligation to protect as many of their constituents as 
possible, adding that the COVID pandemic was the first experienced in 100 years. She stated that vaccines 
protect the individual as well as the vulnerable, the very young, the older the folks with immunocompromised 
comorbidities, etc. Chair Uchitelle state that he was opposed to the resolution. 
 
The members briefly discussed the efficacy of the most commonly administered vaccines during the COVID 
pandemic and their associated side effects and risks.   
 
Chair Uchitelle asked if there was any other discussion and hearing none called for a vote in favor of the 
Resolution.  
 
Voting In Favor:   Legislators Corcoran &  Petit 
Voting Against:   Legislators Erner, Nolan, Stewart and Uchitelle 
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Votes in Favor:              2 
Votes Against:   4 
Disposition:   Resolution DEFEATED 
 
 

 
Chair Uchitelle thanked everyone for hanging on through the long meeting and hard conversations, and for 
the civility of the conversations. He asked if there was any old or new business and hearing none; 

 
Adjournment 
 
Motion Made By:     Legislator Stewart 
Motion Seconded By:   Legislator Nolan 
 
No. of Votes in Favor:   6 
No. of Votes Against:   0 
 
TIME:      7:48 PM 
 
 
Prepared with assistance by: Legislative Staff Villalba 
Respectfully submitted:   Deputy Clerk Mahler  
Minutes Approved:             May 31, 2023       
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