
Energy & Environment Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

 
DATE & TIME:   December 6, 2018; 6:00      
LOCATION: KL Binder Library, 6th Floor, COB, Kingston, NY 
PRESIDING OFFICER:   Chairman Mary Wawro 
LEGISLATIVE STAFF:    Fawn A. Tantillo, Deputy Clerk 
PRESENT:  Legislators Tracey Bartels, Manna Jo Greene, Joseph Maloney 

and Brian Woltman  
ABSENT:    None  
QUORUM PRESENT:      Yes 
 
OTHER ATTENDEES:  Legislator Kathy Nolan; Mark Longtoe, County Attorney; Jared 
Buono, Cornell Cooperative Extension; Kathy O’Connor, League of Women Voters; Cameron 
Williams; John Schoonmaker; Alysa Wishingrad 
 
Chairman Wawro called the meeting to order at approximately 6:05 pm and lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
 
      Motion No. 1: To discuss Resolution No. 471 - Amending Resolution No. 318 Dated September 

15, 2015 To Conform To Agreement of Sale of County-Owned Real Property in the Town of Lloyd 
To The New York State Department Of Environmental Conservation And Authorizing The 
Chairman Of The Ulster County Legislature To Convey Such Parcel – Department Of Finance       

 Resolution Summary: This resolution makes an amendment to a previous resolution associated 
with the transfer of a Parcel located off North Chodikee Lake Road in the Town of Lloyd from the 
County of Ulster to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation for the 
purchase price of $178,5000. 
 
Motion By:   Legislator Bartels 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Woltman 
 
Discussion: Mr. Longtoe explained that a Resolution No. 318 of 2015 authorized the 
Chairman at the time to sign a contract to sell this property to the New York State Department 
of Environmental Protection via a Quit Claim Deed.  The NYSDEC requires a Bargain Sale 
Deed.  This resolution is simply changing the type of deed to facilitate the transfer.  He briefly 
explained the difference in those deeds. 
 
Legislator Bartels told the committee how the property had almost been sold to a developer and 
that she wanted to ensure it remained open space.  She asked if there was any way to include a 
deed restrictions that would prevent NYSDEC from selling the property to a developer in the 
future and/or give the county first refusal if the NYSDEC wanted to sell it. 
 
Legislator Nolan explained that the NYSDEC could not sell open space for gain.  When 
NYSDEC acquires land, it becomes part of a unit management plan and would require a state-
wide referendum to sell it. 
 
Legislator Joseph Maloney wanted to meet with the residents of Chodkee Lake Road to discuss 
their concerns.  He also wanted to meet with the NYSDEC to discuss their plans for this 
property.  He noted this action was not time sensitive. 



 
Motion No. 2:   Motion to postpone Resolution No. 471.  
 
Motion By:   Legislator Greene 
Seconded By:  Legislator Joseph Maloney 
 
Discussion:  None 
 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Wawro, Bartels, Greene, Joseph Maloney and Woltman 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor: 5 
No. of Votes Against: 0 
Disposition:  Resolution Postponed 
 
 

 Motion No. 3 - To move into executive session for the purpose of conducting interviews for the 
Recycling Oversight Committee (6:25) 
 
Motion Made By:   Legislator Joseph Maloney 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Greene 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Wawro, Bartels, Greene, Maloney and Woltman 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor:  5 
No. of Votes Against:  0 
Disposition:   Approved  
 
Cameron Williams, John Schoonmaker and Alysa Wishingrad were interviewed individually.   
 
Motion No. 4 – To move out of executive session. (7:15) 
 
Motion Made By:   Legislator Greene 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Woltman 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Wawro, Bartels, Greene, Maloney and Woltman 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor:  5 
No. of Votes Against:  0  
Disposition:   Approved  
 

 
Motion No. 5:   To Approve the Minutes November 8, 2018  
 
Motion Made By: Legislator Bartels 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Joseph Maloney 
 
Discussion:   None 
 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Wawro, Bartels, Greene, Joseph Maloney and Woltman 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor: 5 
No. of Votes Against: 0 
Disposition:  Approved 
 



Motion No. 6: to discuss Resolution No. 400 -  Adopting Proposed Local Law No. 20 Of 2018, A 
Local Law Requiring Restaurants And Fast Food Service Establishments Provide Plastic 
Beverage Straws Solely Upon Request 

      
      Resolution Summary: This resolution would approve and adopt proposed local law No. 20 of 2018 

establishing a requirement that local restaurants and food establishments ask patrons if they want a 
straw before providing one. 
Motion By:   Legislator Maloney 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Greene 
 
Discussion:   Chairman Wawro introduced a draft of a letter she proposed sending 
to businesses seeking their partnership and advice in addressing ways to eliminate plastic 
straws, utensils and takeout containers and other steps they may be taking to be more 
environmentally responsible.  She felt that rather than more legislation this approach might be 
positive way to reward businesses that are already eliminating plastics and encourage other 
businesses to make environmentally responsible changes. 
 
Legislator Bartels liked the idea as a way to recognize businesses and ask them to do more but 
expressed concern that a letter alone would not achieve the level of compliance that could be 
attained by legislation.  She recognized Chairman Wawro’s concerns about the timing of this 
local law so close to the passing of the BYO Bag law. 
 
Chairman Wawro outlined several steps to reach businesses that included distributing the letter 
through local chambers of commerce and making one on one contact with businesses. 
 
Legislator Joseph Maloney supported reaching out to businesses but not as a replacement to this 
legislation. 
 
Legislator Greene suggested some edits to the letter that included tying it to climate solutions, 
recognizing businesses as “green business leaders” and siting examples of businesses that have 
successfully eliminated plastic straws, utensils and take out like the Mountain Brauhaus, Love 
Bites and the Roost. 
 
The committee discussed other way to approach businesses. 
 
Legislator Bartels reported dramatic changes in the European Union to eliminate all single use 
plastics as well as reduce and eliminate fossil fuel vehicles.  She discussed some proposed 
changes to this local law and asked to postpone this resolution for one more month so she can 
complete some amendments. 
 
Motion No. 7:    Motion to postpone Resolution No. 400.  
 
Motion By:    Legislator Greene 
Seconded By:   Legislator Joseph Maloney 
 
Discussion:   None 
 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Wawro, Bartels, Greene, Joseph Maloney and Woltman 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor: 5 
No. of Votes Against: 0 



Disposition:  Resolution Postponed 
 

 
 

      Motion No. 8   Resolution No. 485 - Confirming Re-Appointment Of Member To The Fish And 
Wildlife Board 

 
Resolution Summary: This resolution would re-appoint Albert William Wilklow of Highland, NY 
to the NYS Fish and Wildlife Management Board (NYSF&W) 
 
 
Motion By:   Legislator Bartels 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Joseph Maloney 
 
Discussion:   Legislator Bartels told the committee she serves with Mr. Wilklow 
on the Ulster County Soil and Water (UCS&W) Committee and praised his dedication to the 
work of both UCS&W and NYSF&W. 
 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Wawro, Bartels, Greene, Joseph Maloney and Woltman 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor: 5 
No. of Votes Against: 0 
Disposition:  Approved 
 
 
Motion No. 9:  Resolution No. 522 - Setting A Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 24 Of 
2018, A Local Law Amending Local Law No. 5 of 2018, A Local Law Promoting The Use Of 
Reusable Bags And Regulating The Use Of Plastic Carryout Bags And Recyclable Paper Carryout 
Bags, To Be Held On Monday, January 7, 2019 At 6:30 PM 

 
Resolution Summary – This resolution will amend the BYO Bag Law. 
 
Motion By:   Legislator Bartels 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Greene 
 
Discussion:  Legislator Bartels discussed some changes being proposed to the recently 
approve BYO Bag Law – Local Law 5 of 2018.  They include changing the implementation 
date of the local law and an exemption from the five-cent fee for individuals on the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) and the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).  She pointed out that the Ulster County 
BYO Bag law was the only one that did not include an exemption for WIC and SNAP recipients. 
 
The committee discussed various aspects of this change. 
 
Voting in Favor:  Legislators Wawro, Bartels, Greene, Joseph Maloney and Woltman 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor: 5 
No. of Votes Against: 0 
Disposition:  Approved 

 

 



 
 
 
New Business:       
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
  
Mr. Buono from Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) distributed a Legislative Brief and 
discussed CCE role in watershed resource management in Ulster County.  CCE is working with 
Ulster County Department of the Environment, Ulster County Soil and Water, NYSDEP, USGS 
and several local watershed groups to develop a watershed alliance that may one day grow into 
a Center for Watershed Protection.   
 
The committee discussed many aspects of this work and asked Mr. Buono, who officially 
reports to the Legislative Programs, Education and Community Services Committee to come 
back to this committee with reports on the progress with the watershed resource management 
program and other environmental projects CCE is working on.  
 
 
Memorializing Resolutions 
 
Legislator Joseph Maloney reminded the committee that the Legislature approved 
memorializing resolutions and asked if anyone had any in mind.  Since he was a kid he thought 
the deposit on bottles should be more than five cents.  He suggested the NYS bottle deposit be 
increased to ten or twenty-five cents.   
 

Chairman Wawro asked if there was any other business, hearing none 

 
Motion to Adjourn 
 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Woltman 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Greene 
No. of Votes in Favor: 5  
No. of Votes Against: 0  
Time:    8:45 pm 
Respectfully submitted:    Fawn Tantillo, Deputy Clerk 
Minutes Approved   February 7, 2019 
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