
Energy & Environment Committee 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
DATE & TIME:   May 8,  2017 at 6:30  
LOCATION: Howard C. St. John Business Resource Seminar Room,  
 SUNY Ulster, Stone Ridge, NY 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  Chairman Richard Parete and Tracey Bartels 
LEGISLATIVE STAFF:   Fawn A. Tantillo, Deputy Clerk 

                                                      PRESENT:  Legislators Tracey Bartels, Ron G. Lapp, Jr and Mary Wawro  
ABSENT:      Legislator Jonathan Heppner 
QUORUM PRESENT:     Yes 
 
OTHER ATTENDEES:  Legislator Manna Jo Greene; James Halloran; James Bell, Barbara Jean Weyant, 
Carol Meyer, Rod and Lourd Basten, C. Flemming, Laura Shaine Cunningham, Kathy Nolan, Catskill 
Mountainkeeper;  
 
Chairman Parete called the meeting to order at 6:13 and continued a discussion with residence regarding 
the proposed Fire Training Center project. 
 
 
Motion No. 1: To Approve the Minutes of April 10, 2017  
 
Motion Made By: Legislator Bartels 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Wawro  
 
Discussion:   None 
 
Voting In Favor:  Legislators R. Parete, Bartels, Lapp and Wawro 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor: 4 
No. of Votes Against: 0 
Disposition:  Approved 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Motion No.2: To approve Resolution No. 217 - Authorizing The Chairman Of The Ulster County Legislature 
to Execute An Amendment to Contract C09-00722, With The New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection, To Allow DPW to Continue Winter Maintenance Around The Ashokan Reservoir Through June 29, 
2016, In Exchange For Reimbursement Of Costs By New York City Department Of Environmental Protection  
 
Resolution Summary: This resolution would authorize the Chairman to sign a contract with the 
NYSDEP to reimburse Ulster County DPW for winter maintenance around the Ashokan Reservoir 
performed by between April 2, 2016 and June 29, 2016. 
 
Motion By:  Legislator Bartels 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Lapp 
 
Discussion:      None  
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Voting In Favor:  Legislators R. Parete, Bartels, Lapp and Wawro 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor: 4 
No. of Votes Against: 0 
Disposition:  Approved 

 
 
 
Old Business:    
 
• Proposed Plastic Bag Legislation – Chairman Parete and Legislator Bartels discussed issues they want 

to address before moving forward. 

•  Climate Smart Committee – Legislator Greene gave a brief update on issues discussed at the Climate 
Smart Committee.  

   Legislator Greene said she planned to talk to county officials Amanda Lavalle and Dennis Doyle to see  
   if it would be helpful for the county to have a county wide energy coordinator.  The committee    
   discussed how a coordinator could help advance the transition to energy efficiency measures that could     
   help the county and the state reach the goals of the NYS Reforming the Energy Vision. 

• Solid Waste Management Improvement Commission- Legislator Bartels said she had been making 
final edits to the report and the committee planned to present it to the UCRRA before giving it to the 
Legislature.  

 

    New Business: 
 

• Hudson River Anchorages   Chairman Parete discussed proposed state legislation that would give 
the State of New York jurisdiction over the siting of anchorages in key areas of the Hudson River.  A 
memorializing letter is being prepared for legislators to sign tomorrow night. 

 
• Legislator Greene told the committee about an event at SUNY Ulster and a presentation from the 

University of Delaware regarding a study they did of the Hudson River in cooperation with the 
NYSDEC.  It showed areas where hundreds of sturgeons spawn and the scarring on the bottom of 
the river caused by the anchors of these ships. 

 
• The committee had a discussion regarding the anchorages and proposed legislation. 

 
Chairman Parete reminded the committee that the June meeting was moved to Tuesday, June 13 at 6:00.  
The College Budget hearing has been scheduled for Monday, June 12.  There was a brief discussion that if 
the committee only has one or two resolutions as they did tonight they might hold a brief meeting on 
Monday June 12 so everyone doesn’t have to make another trip to the College.  

 

 

 

 

Chairman Parete asked if there was any other business, hearing none 
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Motion to Adjourn 
 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Bartels 
Motion Seconded By:  Legislator Lapp  
 
No. of Votes in Favor:  4 
No. of Votes Against:  0 
 
Time:     7:24 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted:    Fawn Tantillo, Deputy Clerk 
Minutes Approved:                     July 10, 2017 
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