
Commission on Reapportionment 
Public Hearing Minutes  

 
DATE & TIME:   May 16, 2022 – 7:00 PM 
LOCATION:    Modena Fire House, 1953 Route 44-55, Modena, NY 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  Regis Obijiski 
STAFF:    Fawn Tantillo and Robert Leibowitz 
PRESENT: 1st Deputy Chair Sarah DeStefano (via zoom), 2nd Vice Chair Andy 

Monk, Donna Lutz, Kenneth Panza, Travis Rask, and Kathleen Waithe  
ABSENT:    None 
QUORUM PRESENT:  Yes     
 
OTHER ATTENDEES:           Legislators Tracey Bartels, Herbert Litts, Kevin Roberts, Supervisors 
Mary Beth Majestic, John Valk; Ralph Lorenzo, Glenn McNitt, Harry L. Ross; Katherine Morrison;  Jane 
Rascoe; Anne K Barnhart; Richard Barnhart; Norman Miller, Annette Laskowski, Donna Vertullo; Norma 
Zapata; Mici Simonofski; Betty Diorio;  Marisa McClinton; Tom Kruglinski; Jen Bruatil; Laura & Sayyer 
Ivchenko; Annie O’Neill; Linda Goldsmith: Rick Remsnyder; Elizabeth Lee; Carol Nolan; Dean DePew, Sr; 
Mary Ann DePew; Rachel Busher; Susanne Cordon; Paul Kuklinski; Valerie Gross; Diane Reynolds; Ornella 
Lepri Mazzuca; Sandra Gottesman; Morey Gottesman; Jane Schanberg; Holly Shader; Kim Mayer; Debra 
Clinton; Lindsey Clinton 
 
 
Chair Obijiski called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mr. Leibowitz projected a copy of the draft redistricting map and displayed sections as needed. 
 
Chair Obijiski, 1st Vice Chair DeStefano and 2nd Vice Chair Monk welcomed the attendees and gave a brief 
overview of how the commission was created, the enabling legislation, language of the Ulster County Charter 
and laws that govern redistricting and the priorities the commission used in creating these districts.   
 
Public Comment 
 
Legislator Herbert Litts (Lloyd) – He felt the detail on the map is hard to see.  He requested the maps of each 
district be made that show the roads so it is clear where the new district line are located. 
 
Supervisor John Valk (Shawangunk) – He noted that the Town of Shawangunk has been divided into 3 districts 
for many years but always had one district that was entirely within the township.  He expressed concern that all 
3 of the proposed districts go outside the town limits and the town could have 3 legislators who don’t live in the 
town.  He asked the commissioners to consider making at least one district within the town limits to ensure at 
least one legislator was from the town. 
 
Supervisor Mary Ann Majestic (Gardiner) – She appreciated that the entire Town of Gardiner had only one 
legislator and expressed concern that this proposed map cut the town almost in half. She feels that the concerns 
of a municipality like Gardiner are very different from New Paltz.  She wanted the town to remain whole.   
 
Ralph Lorenzo (Gardiner) – He expressed concern about both the national and the local redistricting process 
and potential partisan politics behind the proposed map that divided Gardiner and asked that the town be kept 
whole. He feels the town is a stable unit now and is concerned that the town will not get the same level of 
support from the county for local initiatives if it is divided this way. 
   
 



 
Susan Rachel “Birdie” Condon (Gardiner) – She remarked that the people of Gardiner worked together to 
protect the environment and eliminate animosity.  She briefly described efforts to “Save the Ridge” and 
concerns people had about property rights and said working through these differences make the town better. She 
expressed concern that dividing the town into two districts might undo much of this progress. 
 
Morey Gottesman (Gardiner) – He represented “Friends of Tillson Lake” and noted that the town of Gardiner 
was divided into 3 school districts and the one constant has been that the Town was in a single legislative 
district.  He would like the Town of Gardiner to stay in one Legislative District 
 
Glenn McNitt (Gardiner) – He felt that Gardiner, New Paltz and Shawangunk each had a distinct culture and 
economy. He expressed concern that the Town of Gardiner might not have a representative from Gardiner if this 
proposed map was adopted.  
 
Mici Simonofski (Marlboro) – Asked how the college students in New Paltz were counted in the census and 
wondered if they were counted at all due to COVID.  She asked if this might skew the numbers.  Her second 
concern was about election district 1 in Marlboro being divided.  She asked if the election district 1 could be 
kept whole. 
 
Jane Shanberg (New Paltz) – She questioned the accuracy of the New Paltz Village census numbers and also 
questioned how SUNY New Paltz students were counted.  She believes the town and village of New Paltz are 
slowing moving to consolidation of government.  She noted the difficulty they have finding candidates.  She 
suggested they check the census numbers. 
 
Legislator Kevin Roberts (Plattekill) – He noted they are standing in the newly proposed district 12 but if they 
crossed the street they would be in the new district 13.  He said this proposed map divides the hamlet of 
Modena in half.  He did not like the way Gardiner was split up and was concerned that District 9 covered parts 
of 3 towns. 
 
Elizabeth Lee  (New Paltz) – She also had questions about how SUNY New Paltz students were counted in the 
census. The Commissioners reiterated that they were required to use the numbers provided by the State. 
 
Holly Schaeder (Gardiner) – She moved to Gardiner because of the unique qualities and feared that this new 
legislative district would be dominated by the New Paltz culture. 
 
Annie O’Neill (Gardiner) – She extoled the virtues of Gardner and felt that being in a single legislative district 
was a stabilizing factor. 
 
Paul Kuklinski (Gardiner) – Enjoys the character of Gardiner and wants the town in one legislative district. 
 
Linda Goldsmith (Gardiner) – New to the area and just learning about the issues.  She shares the concern about 
the town being split into two districts. 
 
Dean DePew (Modena-Plattekill) – He note the town had 5 school districts and that means that people on one 
side of town don’t get the opportunity to meet with people on the other side of town.  They have 3 volunteer fire 
departments and EMS and it is tough to get new members.  When the legislative districts are split across town 
lines the town has a representative sitting in another town and he feels that doesn’t work.   
 
Tom Kruglinski (Gardiner) – Supports keeping Gardiner whole.  He asked the commissioners to examine the 
process they used and see if they start the process in the southern part of the county the map might look very 
different.  He asked that whatever process they use to be sure it is fail and equitable to the entire county. 
 



Laura Chenko (Gardiner) – Lives near the proposed dividing line. She pointed out that Gardiner residence pay 
extra fees to take part in activities that are less expensive for New Paltz residence such as the pool and they pay 
for the New Paltz library.  She feels it is important for Gardiner to remain a whole community and it is 
important for people to learn form each other and talk to friends and family on the other side of town. 
 
Katherine “Sis” Morrison (Gardiner) – She feels that each time the county is redistricted, the southern towns are 
shortchanged. She was also concerned SUNY New Paltz college students, here for only a few years, could 
impact the neighboring town.   
 
Harry Ross (New Paltz) – He feels that it is important to recognize a community’s “sense of place” and to 
divide the town of Gardiner would take away the last line of defense for the community.   He suggested the fix 
the densest populated areas first and work their way out to the more rural areas. 
 
Deborah Clinton (Gardiner) – She has lived in several Ulster County towns and asks the Commissioners to 
respect the unique character of each by giving them their own legislative districts.  She agrees they need to 
reconsider how the southern end of the county is divided. She feels dividing off part of the town of Gardiner 
and lumping it in with New Paltz does a disservice to both. 
 
Kim Mayer (Gardiner) – She feels the Town of Gardiner has been represented well and this new configuration 
may be detrimental to the Town’s representation. 
 
Jen Bruatil (Gardiner) – She has family and friends who live in New Paltz and at times feels overwhelmed by 
New Paltz.  She asked the commissioners to be mindful of these concerns. 
 
Annette Laskowski (Plattekill) – She expressed concerns about splitting election districts within the town.  She 
also asked the commissioners to rework the districts starting in the southern part of the county. 
 
Jessica Kluetmeyer (Gardiner) – She opposes the division of the Town of Gardiner and feels there is a sacred 
responsibility to care for the town’s natural areas.  
 
The commissioners thanked the participants and recognized that this public input was an important part of the 
process. They briefly clarified some of the math behind the map - that 10 municipalities are so large they must 
be divided and 14 were so small they required adding populations.  They explained that this was not the “final” 
map, the next steps and time line for completing their work. 
 
 
Motion Made By:  Commissioner Monk 
Motion Seconded By: Commissioner Rusk 
No. of Votes in Favor: 7  
No. of Votes Against: 0 
Time:    8:34PM 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Fawn Tantillo 
Minutes Approved:              June 8, 2022  
 
































